




Full name

	Hanna We*
(*The full name of the interviewee is being withheld upon her request.)


Where and when were you born?

	Warsaw, 1926


Where else did you live?

	-


Your educational level?

	Graduated from Medical Academy in medicine


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Unskilled laborer; biochemist


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	Assimilated (Polonized)


What is your mother tongue?

	Polish


How many other languages do you speak?

	English, French, German, Russian


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Warsaw ghetto (1939 – 1943); in hiding (1943 – 1945)


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Graduated in medicine, worked as a biochemist in the Institute of Psychiatry and Neurology in Warsaw


Siblings

	None


Spouse

Name?

	Jerzy We


Where and when was he/she born?

	Lodz, 1923


Where else did he/she live?

	Warsaw


Is he/she Jewish?

	No


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Polish


His/her educational level?

	Graduated from Warsaw University of Technology in engineering


Occupation?

	Engineer


Where and when did he/she die?

	1977


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	One sister; she isn’t Jewish.


Children

Their names?

	Jan We


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Half–Jewish


Where and when were they born?

	Warsaw, 1958


Where else did they live?

	Arizona (USA)


Their educational level?

	Graduated from Warsaw University in mathematics


Their occupations?

	Mathematician; Professor (at University of Arizona, USA)


How many grandchildren do you have?

	One grandson: Mateusz, born in 1983



His name?

	Jozef Cohn (or Kon)


Where and when was he born?

	Warsaw, 1898


Where else did he live?

	Warsaw


Where and when did he die?

	Palestine, 1945 or 1946


What sort of education did he have?

	Graduated from Warsaw University of Technology in chemistry


What sort of work did he do?

	Chemist 


How religious was he? 

	Assimilated (Polonized)


What was his mother tongue? 

	Polish


Army service: which army and what years?

	Polish Army, 1920


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	Biographical data and origins of spouse
	Biographical data of children
	Describe how religious they were

	Salomon (or Stanislaw) (m)


	?, 1875 – Warsaw, 1944


	Owner of a private firm
	Sala
	One daughter: Halina, she died before the Holocaust.
	Assimilated (Polonized)

	Helena (f) 
	? – Treblinka, during the Holocaust
	Housewife 
	Ignacy
	One son: Zdzislaw, he went missing during World War II
	Catholic

	Sister (name unknown)


	? – died in the Holocaust
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Sala ? (nee Grynberg) (f)


	? – Treblinka, during the Holocaust
	Housewife 
	Salomon (or Stanislaw), 1875 – 1944 
	No information
	Assimilated (Polonized)

	Stefa Grynberg (f)
	? – Otwock, during the Holocaust
	No occupation; mental illness 
	None
	None
	No information

	Henryk Grynberg (m)
	? – committed suicide before the Holocaust
	No information
	None
	None
	Catholic

	Maksymilian (m)
	Born between 1895 and 1898 – died in Gulag (USSR)
	No information
	Renia
	No children
	Assimilated (Polonized)


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Evacuation from Warsaw, 1939

Lvov (today Ukraine)

Forced labor camp close to Yakutsk (today Russia)

Evacuated with Anders Army through Iran to Palestine, 1942 


If he survived, what did he do after?

	Committed suicide in Palestine in 1945 or 1946



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Pinkus Cohn (or Kon)


Where and when was he born?

	No information


Where else did he live?

	Warsaw


Where and when did he die? 

	Warsaw, probably 1930


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant


How religious was he?  

	Assimilated (Polonized)


What was his mother tongue? 

	Polish


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	Biographical data and origins of spouse
	Biographical data of children
	Describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Fania Cohn (or Kon)


Where and when was she born? 

	No information


Where else did she live?

	Warsaw


Where and when did she die?

	Warsaw, before 1926


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	A little religious. No more details.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Polish


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	Biographical data and origins of spouse
	Biographical data of children
	Describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name?

	Balbina Cohn (or Kon) (nee Lewin)


Where and when was she born?

	Warsaw, 1898


Where else did she live?

	Warsaw


Where and when did she die?

	Warsaw, 1977


What sort of education did she have?

	Studied chemistry at Warsaw University, but she didn’t receive a certificate or degree


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	Assimilated (Polonized)


What was her mother tongue? 

	Polish


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	Biographical data and origins of spouse
	Biographical data of children
	Describe how religious they were

	Eliasz Lewin (m)


	Warsaw, probably 1885 – Warsaw, 1939 or 1940
	Owner of a Laundromat and an underwear factory 
	1st wife Helena, died before the Holocaust.

2nd wife Felicja, survived the Holocaust and died in Poland
	Irena, daughter of Helena. She immigrated to Israel in the 1950s or 1960s.
	Assimilated (Polonized)

	Elzbieta Ramet (nee Lewin)(f)

	Warsaw, 1900 or 1901 – died in Canada after the Holocaust
	Worked at a hat store
	Henryk Ramet; they got divorced
	Joanna, born before the war; immigrated to Canada. She got married and she observes some of the religious rules.
	Assimilated (Polonized); they had some sympathy towards Zionism


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Warsaw ghetto (1939 – 1943); in hiding (1943 – 1945).


If she survived, what did she do after?

	She was a widow; she didn’t have any occupation



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Marceli Lewin


Where and when was he born?

	Vysokoye Litewskie (today Belarus), 1859


Where else did he live?

	Warsaw


Where and when did he die? 

	Warsaw, 1926


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Owner of a laundry business


How religious was he?  

	Assimilated (he used to eat pork, but never at home)


What was his mother tongue? 

	Polish (but he spoke Yiddish with his wife, and Polish with the children)


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	Biographical data and origins of spouse
	Biographical data of children
	Describe how religious they were

	Zelig Lewin (m)


	Probably Vysokoye Litewskie before 1859 – Warsaw, 1939 or 1940
	Co-owner of a laundry business 
	Rachela, she died before the Holocaust
	Estera (f), died during the Holocaust 

Ruta (f), committed suicide with her husband and son in July 1942
Mania (f), died during the Holocaust
Izaak (m), was a doctor. He left Warsaw in September 1939 and died somewhere
	Assimilated (Polonized)

	Marym Lewin (m)


	 ? – died before the Holocaust
	Co-owner of a laundry business 
	Bela, died during the Holocaust
	Wladyslaw Lewin (m), doctor; survived the Holocaust in Gulag (USSR). Died in America.

Roza (f), who was killed in Treblinka during the Holocaust 

Oles (m)

Liza (f), immigrated to Mexico before the Holocaust and she still lives there
	No information

	Julian Lewin (m)


	? - Died before the Holocaust
	No information
	No information
	Son: survived the Holocaust and lived in Chile

Daughter: died during the Holocaust
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Sara Lewin (nee Biderman)


Where and when was she born?

	Place unknown, probably 1860


Where else did she live?

	Warsaw


Where and when did she die?

	Warsaw, 30th August 1939


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	She was running the laundry business with her husband; housewife


How religious was she?  

	Assimilated. No kosher kitchen at home, but they didn’t eat pork. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Polish 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	Biographical data and origins of spouse
	Biographical data of children
	Describe how religious they were

	No information.


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before


Spouse





Jerzy We


1923 - 1977





Interviewee





Hanna We


(nee Cohn)


1926





Family Tree








Siblings





None





Maternal grandmother 





Sara Lewin


(nee Biderman)


Probably 1860 – 1939





Maternal grandfather





Marceli Lewin


1859 - 1926





Paternal grandmother





Fania Cohn 


(or Kon)


? – before 1926





Mother





Balbina Cohn (or Kon)


(nee Lewin)


1898 – 1977





Father





Jozef Cohn (or Kon)


1898 – 1945/1946








Paternal grandfather





Pinkus Cohn (or Kon)


? – probably 1930








Children





Jan We


1958





The interviewee and his family





Father





Paternal grandfather





Paternal grandmother





Mother





Maternal grandfather





Maternal grandmother








1
2

