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Full name 

Rifka Vostrel (nee Altarac) 

 

Where and when were you born? 

Sarajevo (today Bosnia and Herzegovina), 12th October 1929 

 

Where else did you live? 

Split, Zagreb, Belgrade (today Serbia), Chicago (USA), Stockholm (Sweden), 

Goteborg (Sweden)  

 

Your educational level? 

Graduated from high school 

 

What sort of work do/did you do? 

Central Youth Committee (organized activities for the youth ) 

Pioneer Organizations (took care of the young pioneers, organized activities for 

them) 

 

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised? 

I was raised in the traditional way. We celebrated Sabbath and every holiday, but 

it was more as a part of our culture and tradition then religiously. My father 

attended the synagogue every day. 

 

What is your mother tongue? 

Croatian 

 

What other languages do you speak? 

English, Ladino 

 

The interviewee and his family 
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If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates 

Partisan group (September 1943–February 1944) 

 

Where were you during the Holocaust? 

Under Italian occupation in Split 

Villages in which refugees were settled: Zrnovnica, Dubrava (today Bosnia and 

Herzegovina), Dugopolje  

Refugee camps: Vela Luka, Island of Vis, Bari (today Italy), Island of Brac (today 

Italy), El-Shatt (Egypt) 

 

What did you do after the Holocaust? 

Worked with Central Youth Committee and Pioneer Organization 
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Siblings 

 

Their names 

Lea Pinteric (nee Altarac) 

 

Where and when were they born? 

Split, 10th April 1939 

 

What is their mother tongue? 

Croatian 

 

Their educational level? 

Graduated from technical high school 

 

Their occupations? 

Chemical technician 

 

Where do/did they live?  

Zagreb 

 

Where else did they live? 

Split 

 

Do they have children? 

One son called Srecko Pinteric 
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Spouse 

Name? 

Eduard Vostrel 

 

Where and when was he/she born? 

Kupinec, 3rd September 1927 

 

Where else did he/she live? 

Virovitica, Zagreb, Belgrade (today Serbia), Chicago (USA), Stockholm (Sweden) 

Goteborg (Sweden) 

 

Is he/she Jewish? 

No 

 

What is his/her mother tongue? 

Czech 

 

His/her educational level? 

Graduated from high school and finished professional courses for consular 

services. 

 

Occupation? 

Diplomatic employee, worked as a consul 

 

Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is 

Jewish and whether it is religious). 

None 
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Children 

 

Their names? 

Rajko Vostrel 

Emil Vostrel 

 

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews? 

They were raised in a non-religious home, but they partially identify themselves 

as Jews. 

 

Where and when were they born? 

Rajko: Zagreb, 11th November 1950 

Emil: Belgrade (today Serbia), 1st July 1954 

 

Where else did they live? 

Both in: Zagreb, Belgrade, Chicago (USA), Stockholm (Sweden), Goteborg 

(Sweden) 

 

Their educational level? 

Rajko: graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Zagreb 

Emil: graduated from high school 

 

Their occupations? 

Rajko: professor of English and German  

Emil: sales agent in Croatia  

 

How many grandchildren do you have? 

Rajko: a daughter, Iskra  

Emil: a son, Vjekoslav 
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His name? 

Leon Altarac (Jewish name Juda) 

 

 

Where and when was he born? 

Sarajevo (today Bosnia and Herzegovina9, 1904 

 

Where else did he live? 

Split, Zagreb 

 

Where and when did he die? 

Zagreb, 1972 

 

What sort of education did he have? 

Course to become a barber 

 

What sort of work did he do? 

Barber, nonkulo (attendant in synagogue), caretaker, community employee, 

cantor 

 

How religious was he?  

He was religious, not Orthodox but traditional. He attended the synagogue every 

day, celebrated every holiday and ate kosher food. 

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Ladino 

 

Father 
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Army service: which army and what years? 

Army of the Yugoslav Kingdom  

 

Tell me about his brothers and sister 

 

Name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

Mose Altarac (m) 

 

 

?-1940s  innkeeper 

lived in 

Sarajevo 

Estera Altarac 

(nee ?) 

?-1940s 

Jewish 

Jozsi (m) and 

Blanka (f); of the 

family only Jozsi 

survived WWII; he 

died in Israel. 

No information 

Izrael Altarac 

(m) 

 

 

?-?  tradesman 

lived in 

Sarajevo 

Hana Altarac 

(nee ?) 

Jewish 

?-? 

 

Avram (m)and 

Moric (m);Moric 

was killed in 

WWII; Avram lives 

in Israel 

No information 

Estera Pardo 

(nee Altarac) (f)  

?-1940s  

 

housewife 

lived in 

Sarajevo 

? Pardo 

Jewish 

?-1940s 

Flora (f) and Rena 

(f) both killed in 

WWII 

No information 

Regina Gaon 

(nee Altarac) (f) 

?-? 

 

housewife 

lived in 

Sarajevo 

? Gaon 

Jewish 

?-?  

No children No information 

Isidor Altarac 

(m) 

 

?-? tradesman 

lived in 

Sarajevo 

 

Flora Altarac 

(nee Finci) 

Jewish  

?-? 

Simha and Belja; 

Belja was killed in 

WWII, Simha lives 

in Sarajevo 

No information 

                                                                                                     

Two more 

sisters: Sara and 

Rifka 

? – both died 

before WWII 

No 

information 

No information No information  

 

No information 

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Under Italian occupation in Split 

Villages in which refugees were settled: Zrnovnica, Dubrava (today Bosnia and 

Herzegovina), Srinjine 

Refugee camps: Carbonara (Italy), El-Shatt (Egypt) 
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If he survived, what did he do after? 

Worked as nonkulo (attendant in synagogue) in Split, then as caretaker in the 

Jewish old-age home in Zagreb, then as community employee, then as cantor. 
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Your paternal grandfather’s name? 

Avram Altarac 

 

Where and when was he born? 

Sarajevo (today Bosnia and Herzegovina), 1860s 

 

Where else did he live? 

- 

 

Where and when did he die?  

In a concentration camp (name unknown), 1941 

 

What sort of education did he have? 

Courses to become a plumber 

 

What sort of work did he do? 

Plumber and owner of a shop  

 

How religious was he?   

. 

He was very religious, but not Orthodox, more traditional. He attended the 

synagogue, celebrated every holiday and ate kosher food. 

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Ladino 

 

Paternal grandfather 



 11 

Army service: which army and what years? 

No information 

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

Name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

 

No information  

     

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Deported from Sarajevo and killed in a concentration camp. 
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Your paternal grandmother’s name? 

Belja Altarac (nee Atijas) 

 

Where and when was she born?  

Sarajevo (today Bosnia and Herzegovina), 1860s 

 

Where else did she live? 

- 

 

Where and when did she die? 

In a concentration camp (name unknown), 1941 

 

What sort of education did she have? 

No education 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife 

 

How religious was she? 

She was religious, but traditional. She celebrated every holiday. 

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Ladino 

 

Paternal grandmother 



 13 

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

 

Name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical data 

and origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

No information 

 

     

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Deported from Sarajevo and killed in a concentration camp. 
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Her name? 

Rosa Altarac (nee Atijas) (Jewish name Rahela) 

 

Where and when was she born? 

Sarajevo (today Bosnia and Herzegovina), 1908 

 

Where else did she live? 

Split, Zagreb 

 

Where and when did she die? 

Zagreb, 1968 

 

What sort of education did she have? 

Course for dressmaker 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife 

 

How religious was she? 

She was traditional. She celebrated every holiday but it was more as a part of her 

culture and family tradition.  

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Croatian 

 

 

 Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

 

name place and date of occupation biographical data biographical data describe how religious 

Mother 
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birth/death and origins of 

spouse 

of children they were 

 

Naftali 

Buki         

Atijas   

(m)                                                                                                   

ff  

??-died after WWII 

 

  

 

tailor 

 

None 

 

None 

 

No information 

 

Regina Albahari 

(nee Atijas) (f) 

 

 

?-died after WWII 

 

milliner 

 

Moric Moshe 

Albahari 

 

Albert Albahari (m) 

 

No information 

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Under Italian occupation in Split  

Villages in which refugees were settled: Zrnovnica, Dubrava (today Bosnia and 

Herzegovina), Srinjine 

Refugee camps: Carbonara (Italy), El-Shatt (Egypt) 

 

If she survived, what did she do after? 

Housewife 
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Your maternal grandfather’s name?  

Avram Naftali Atijas 

 

Where and when was he born? 

Sarajevo (today Bosnia and Herzegovina), date unknown 

 

Where else did he live? 

- 

 

Where and when did he die?  

Sarajevo (today Bosnia and Herzegovina), date unknown 

 

What sort of education did he have? 

No information 

 

What sort of work did he do? 

No information 

 

How religious was he?   

No information 

 

What was his mother tongue?  

Ladino 

 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. 

 

Name place and date of occupation biographical data biographical data describe how religious 

Maternal grandfather 
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birth/death and origins of 

spouse 

of children they were 

No information 

 

 

     

 

 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Died before 
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Your maternal grandmother’s name? 

Lea Atijas (nee Abinun) 

 

Where and when was she born? 

Sarajevo (today Bosnia and Herzegovina), 1882 

 

Where else did she live? 

Split, Zagreb 

 

Where and when did she die? 

Zagreb, 1978 

 

What sort of education did she have? 

No education 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife and worked in other people’s home (taught women how to cook)  

 

How religious was she?   

She was traditional. She celebrated every holiday, but it was kept more in a 

cultural and traditional, then religious way. She ate kosher food. 

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Ladino 

 

 

 

Maternal grandmother 
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Tell me about his brothers and sisters 

Sister who moved to Israel before the war.. 

Name place and date of 

birth/death 

occupation biographical 

data and 

origins of 

spouse 

biographical data 

of children 

describe how religious 

they were 

Luna Albinun (f) 

 

 

No information  No information  No information  No information  No information  

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Under Italian occupation in Split  

Villages in which refugees were settled: Zrnovnica, Dubrava (today Bosnia and 

Herzegovina), Srinjine  

Refugee camps: Carbonara (Italy), El-Shatt (Egypt) 

 

If she survived what did she do after? 

Housewife 
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