n the army.

This Is a photograph taken at the Military Toto je totografie z mého pracoviste, z
Historical Institute and those men are Vojenského historického ustavu. Jednou
Western military attachés posted to their nam tam pfiSla na navstévu delegace
embassies in Prague. My job was to give zapadnichvojenskychpridélencu, bylojich
them them atour of the museum and show asi deset, které jsem mel provést muzeem
them the exhibits. | got the job because a ukazat jim mistni exponaty. Ukol jsem
| spoke English and my other colleagues dostal asi proto, ze jsem umel anglicky.
didn't. These visitors made fun of my Navsteva siz mého vykladu délala legraci,
explanations, because | of course told protoze jsem samoziejme vykladal blbiny,
them the stupidities | was instructed to ty exponaty byly blbé, takze se Sklebili...
spout out, and they grimaced and made

faces.

_|

NS photograph shows
me and my wife Libuse
Brodova. It was made Iin
he 1980's in Prague.

-otografie zobrazuje
meé s manzelkou Libusi
Brodovou. Vznikla v
80. letech 20. stoleti v
Praze.
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n the army.

In the photo you can see my father Ludvik
~ink. He s standing in top row. In his hand
he’'s holding a cigarette. My father was
IN the army for seven years, because In
those days basic army service lasted three
years, and just when he was supposed
to take off his unitform, World War | broke
out, and he stayed In for another tour
years. He spent the entire time In former
Yugoslavia, in Bosnia and Herzegovina
and In Serbia.

Na fotografi je muj otec Ludvik Fink. Stoji
v horni fradé. V ruce drzi cigaretu. Otec
byl na vojné sedm roku, protoze v té dobé
vojenska zakladni sluzba trvala tri roky, a
kdyz mel vysvlécl unitormu tak, vypukla
prvni svétova valka a zustal tam dalSi Ctyfi
roky. Celou dobu byl v byvalé Jugoslavii,
B0SNe a Hercegoving a v Srbsku.

My tather Ludvik FInk In an army
uniform.

Muj otec Ludvik Fink ve vojenské
uniforme.
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My portrait in an army uniform.

MU portrét ve vojenské uniforme.
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n the army.

INTERVIEWER: Lenka Koprivova
DuringWorldWarl, my father (standing first MUj tatinek (stojici prvni zleva) slouzil za
from left) served in the Austro—Hungarian prvni svetové valky v rakousko—uherské
army at the Russian front; he made it as armadeé na ruské fronté, dosahl hodnosti
far as Lieutenant. Once, when he was on porucCika. Kdyz byl jednou na dovolené,
leave, he went to visit his uncle in Jihlava, jel navstivit svého stryce do Jihlavy, kde
where he met my mother. That was In se seznamil s moji maminkou. To bylo
1916. Then he left again for the front and v roce 1916. Pak zase odjel na frontu a
was captured, which is where this photo padl| do zajeti, prave tato totografie v ném
was taken. He managed to escape, and byla pofizena. Ze zajeti se mu podarilo
arrived in Vienna on 28th October 1918, dprchnout a do Vidné se dostal 28.
on the exact day that the independent fijna 1918, tedy presne v den, kdy byla
Czechoslovak Republic was proclaimed. vyhladena samostatna Ceskoslovenska
My father used to recall that on that day republika. Tatinek vzpominal, ze prave ten
his faithtul batman, a Czech, left him, den ho opustil jeho v&rny pucfiek, Cech,
because he no longer saw a reason to ktery uz nevidél duvod dale mu slouzit.
serve him.

This photograph was taken
on an outing my father (first
from right) was on with my
older brother Honza.

ato tfotografie vznikla na
jednom z vyletu na hradé
_ Kfivoklat, na kterém by
el tatinek (vpravo) s mym

‘ stardim bratrem Honzou.
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n the army

In Prague, we soldiers used to go on V' Praze jsme jako vojacl chodili na
“maneuvers.” For example we’d train for ,cvicak™. Nacvi¢ovali jsme napfiklad boj
fighting In the streets of the city. It was v ulicich meésta. Bylo to na Bilé hore. Tam
up on Bila Hora. Grannies were running vybihaly babi¢ky s maskami a pokfikovaly:
out in gas masks and shrieking, “Jesus JJeziSmaria, Némci se opét vratili“. Ony
Mary, the Germans are back.” They didn't nevédeély, ze je to vycvik a Ze pouzivame
know they were just exercises, and we jen slepé naboje. V ulicich byl rachot a
were only using blanks. There was noise babiCky se proto chtély dostat do ukrytu.
IN the streets and so the grannies wanted My jsme jim fikali: ,,Babi, to je jen cviceni,
to get into the shelters. We told them: to neni skuteéné.”

“Granny, it's only make believe, it's not

real.”

This picture shows my first wife lrena and me at the
beginning of the 1950s.

Snimek zobrazuje moji prvni manzelku Irenu a mne

. . . zacatkem 50. let 20. stoleti.
Mewithmy sons. Romanisinthe middle,

and standing on the lettis Milan. Prague,
1970s.

Ja se syny. Uprostred je Roman a vlevo
Milan. Praha, po roce 1970.
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n the army.

armade

Thisis my grandtather from Kolin, Bohumil Tohle je muj kolinsky dédeCek Bohumil
Steiner, as a soldier. It's clearly World Steiner jako vojak. To je jasne prvni
War |. My grandpa was born in 1871 In svetova valka. Dédecek se narodil v roce
Kovansko, Nymburk region. But back then 1871 v Kovansku, okres Nymburk. Zil v
it fell under Kolin. He lived In Kolin, where Koling, kde obchodoval s latkami, na ten
he was In the textile business, | remember obchod si pamatuji. Zemrel 20. zari 1932,
the store. He died 20th October 1932, a rok pred smrti mé matky, neboli své dcery
vear betore the death or my mother, his Marie.

daughter Marie.

This is at a studio in Kolin. In
the middle is Bohumil Steiner,
by grandtather, then on the
left Hermina Steinerova, my
grandmother, and again my
mother Marie and her younger
sister Anna.

TojeateliervKoliné. Uprostied
je  Bohumil Steiner, muj
dédecek, vlevo pak Hermina
Steinerova, babiCka, a zase
maminka Marie a jeji mladsi
sestra Anna.
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n the army

Thisisaphotograph ot my father, Friedrich -otograhe zachycuje mého otce Fridricha
Stecklmacher, as a soldier ot the Austro— Stecklmachera jako vojaka rakousko-—
Hungarian army. What did my tather do” In Jherské armady. Cim se tatinek zivil? V
2rostejov there were many tractories and 2rostéjove bylo mnoho tovaren a dilen
workshops that manutfactured clothing. | na vyrobu konfekce. JesSté si pamatujl,
still remember how people from the town jak sI lidé z mésta a snad | z okolnich
and perhaps also from the surrounding vesnic brali domu nastrfihnané odevy.
villages would take home cut clothing. Casto je nosili na zadech. Doma je Sili
Often they d carry them on their backs. a pak zase vracell majiteli. Pozdéji se uz
They d sew them at home and then return Silo v tovarnach. Dedecek a tatinek méli
them to the owner again. Later the sewing obchodni zastupitelstvi.

was already doneinthefactories. Grandpa
and Father had a dealership.

Our family, my mother, my younger
sister, Karmela. My tather and me
on his left.

-otograhe zachycujici nasi rodinu,
maminku, miladsi sestru Karmelu,
otce a po jeho levicl mne.
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n the army.

This is some horrible army chorus where | Toto Je nejaky hrozny armadni sbor, ve
was singing. | am standing in middle row kterém jsem zpival. Stojim v prostredni
second from lett. | became a member of radeé druhy zleva. Hned potom, CcO jsem Se
the communist party right after returning vratilzkoncentracnihotabora, jsem se stal
from the concentration camp. Gradually, clenem komunistické strany. Postupné
| began to lose trust in the regime and jsem zacal ztracet viru v rezim, a nakonec
INn the end | even thought of emigration jsem dokonce uvazoval o emigraci,
but | already had a tamily and it was not ovSem mel jsem rodinu a nebylo to tak
so easy. The trials of the 1950's and snadné. Utrpeni a preliceni v padesatych
their open anti—Semitism were shocking letech a otevieny antisemitismus byly
and sobering tor me. One had to remain pro mne Sokujici a zaroven vedly K
cautious because to openly distance mému vystfizlivéni. Clovék musel z(stat
oneself from the regime could cause a obezfetny, protoze distancovat se od
serious threat to one’'s existence. After rezimu by byvalo mohlo ohrozit jeho
the war, anti—Semitism was evident even existenci. Po valce byl antisemitismus
in official politics. evidentni | v oficialni politice.

Picture  of my uncle
Bedrich. He served In
Austro—Hungarian army

iIn WWI. He is the fourth
from left in standing line.

-otograhe mého stryce
Bedficha.  Slouzil v
rakousko—-uherské
armade v prvni svetové
valce. Je Ctvrty zleva ve
- stojici fade.
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n the army.
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armade

INTERVIEWEE: Henrich Zinger DOTAZOVANL: Henrich Zinger
MISTO VZNIKU: Velky Berezny

PHOTO TAKEN IN: Velikiy Berezn
YEAR: 1914 DATUM: 1914

TAZATEL: —lla Levitska

INTERVIEWER: Ella Levitskaya

T
e

NIS

mbankment of the Uzh
River In 1929.

This Is me In the Czechoslovak army
wearing the unitorm ot a private. | sent this
photographtomy tamily in Velikly Berezny.
This Is one of the pictures that my sister,
Helena Zinger, put underneath the floor
IN our house betore the Nazl invasion In
1940. We tound this photo during repairs
Oof the house Iin 1948.

here was a library in our unit. We
celebrated the religious holidays of all
religions: Jewish and Christian. On Jewish
holidays Jewish soldiers were invited to
the synagogue where festive dinners of
traditional Jewish food were arranged ftor
them. Local Jewish tamilies often invited
Jewishsoldierstotheirhomes onsabbath.

Toto jJjsem Jja Vv uniformé vojina
ceskoslovenské armady. Poslal jsem
tuto fotograhi své rodiné do Velkého
Berezného. Je to jeden ze snimku, které
ma sestra, Helena Zingerova, ukryla pod
podlahou naseho domu pfed nacistickou
okupaci v roce 1940. Beéhem oprav domu

v roce 1948 jsme tuto fotograhi objevili.
J nasSi vojenské Jjednotky jsme mel
kK dispozici knihovnu. Slavili  jsme

nabozenské svatky ruznych vyznani:
jak Zidovského, tak kiestanského. O
zldovskych svatcich byli zidovsti vojaci
pozvani do synagogy, kde pro né byly
pripraveny svatecni vecere a tradicni
pokrmy. O Sabesu obvykle mistni rodiny
zvaly do svych domacnosti zidovské
vojaky.

IS me on the
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Uz v roce 1929.
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