




Full name

	Jirí Franek (born Frischman) [Jiri Frischman is the first in his family to write Frischman with one “n.” This was because of a mistake in the birth register.]


Where and when were you born?

	Vysoké Myto, 24th November 1922


Where else did you live?

	Brno 

Bochum (today Germany)

Dortmund (today Germany)

Prague 


Your educational level?

	Professor of Slavic Studies, Charles University, Prague


What sort of work do/did you do?

	University professor of Slavic Studies and Russian literature, journalist at magazines Odeon and Lidove (People’s) Publishers.

Signalman and switchman at Czech Railways.


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	We lived a completely Christian lifestyle. We never denied that we were Jews, everyone knew that about us. I have a couple of memories of Jewish holidays from my early childhood. I recall having to read the Haggadah, that I said the mah nishtanah. But that’s about it. There wasn’t even a synagogue in our town, just a prayer hall rented out in a private residential building. Once in a while, every three months or so, they sent us off to the prayer hall, especially when our father died. The way my Jewish life began, was that after his death I found loads of Czech-Jewish material in his library, and began to think about it. When our father died, our mother decided that we were going to have bar mitzvahs.


What is your mother tongue?

	Czech


What other languages do you speak?

	Russian, German


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	None


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Terezin ghetto

Auschwitz concentration camp (today Poland)

Schwarzheide work camp (today Germany)
Sachsenhausen concentration camp (today Germany)


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	University professor of Slavic Studies and Russian literature, journalist at magazines Odeon and Lidove (People’s) Publishers.

Signalman and switchman at Czech Railways.


Siblings

Their names

	Frantisek Frishmann (m)


Where and when were they born?

	Prague, 1921


What is their mother tongue?

	Czech


Their educational level?

	Graduated from high school in Vysoke Myto, 1940


Their occupations?

	 - 


Where do/did they live? 

	Vysoke Myto 


Where else did they live?

	-


Do they have children?

	-


Where and when did they die?

	Auschwitz concentration camp (today Poland), 1943


Spouse

Name?

	Zdena Frankova (née Kolarska)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Kratonohy, 1923


Where else did he/she live?

	Prague 

Bochum (today Germany)

Dortmund (today Germany)


Is he/she Jewish?

	No


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Czech


His/her educational level?

	Master’s degree in pedagogy


Occupation?

	Teacher


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	No information


Children

Their names?

	Frantisek Franek 

Vera Dvorakova (née Frankova)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	At one time we were keeping it a secret from our son, but our relatives soon let him know the truth. They called him Jew-child, in a kindly fashion: “Come here, I want to hug you, my little Jew-child.” and so on. Our son, when he was small, would swear, because “you Jew” was an oath in the Old Town, so he would swear at people and say “you Jew.” And some Mrs. Polakova came and complained, that we should do something about it, that our boy is saying “you Jew” to her boy. So then I started to step by step slowly tell him about the war. I couldn’t tell them that they imprisoned me just like that, for no reason. My children heard that I had been imprisoned, and took it as part of the resistance against the Germans. And because we didn’t live a Jewish lifestyle, it went in one ear and out the other. But we never kept it from them, except for the first two years after the war, when we said, just please don’t let it happen again. We were afraid of how we could explain it to our son, we didn’t know how to go about it, but we never hid from our children the fact that they are Jews. Our daughter married a non-Jew, but a couple of years ago, she “Jewified” herself, she internally accepted Judaism. In fact she even wanted to join the Jewish Community, but she’s not allowed, because her mother isn’t Jewish, even though that now she’s more Jewish than many others, the Orthodox rabbi won’t accept her into the community.


Where and when were they born?

	Frantisek: Prague, 1947

Vera: Prague, 1953


Where else did they live?

	Frantisek: Canada


Their educational level?

	Frantisek: Professor of Computer Science

Vera: Master’s degree in Pedagogy


Their occupations?

	Frantisek: university professor (in Canada)
Vera: teacher, principal


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Four in all



His name?

	Alfred Frischmann 


Where and when was he born?

	Place unknown, 1881


Where else did he live?

	Vysoke Myto


Where and when did he die?

	Vysoke Myto, 1931


What sort of education did he have?

	Finished commercial high school


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant, tradesman


How religious was he? 

	Didn’t observe religious customs




What was his mother tongue? 

	Czech


Army service: which army and what years?

	None


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Arnost Frischmann

(m)


	Chocen, ? - Benesov, ?
	No information
	Otylie Frischmannova (née Krausova)
	Anicka Frischmannova (f)
	No information

	Alois Frischmann

(m)


	Chocen, ? -Chocen, ?
	Doctor
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Rudolf Frischmann

(m)


	?,? - Usti nad Labem, 1938-40
	Lawyer
	Marie Frischmannova
(née Stukartova)
	Eva Frischmannova (f)
	No information

	Marie Eisnerova (née Frishmannova)

(f)


	No information
	Housewife
	Otto Eisner, Textile factory owner
	Arnost Eisner (m)

Oskar Eisner (m)
	No information

	Elsa Frischmannova
(f)


	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Klára Reinerova (née Frischmannova)

(f)


	No information
	No information
	Hugo Reiner
	No information
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Adolf Frischmann


Where and when was he born?

	Benesov, date unknown


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	No information


What sort of education did he have?

	High school


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant


How religious was he?

	My grandparents were likely still religious, but when I was born they were already dead, so I don’t know much about them.


What was his mother tongue? 

	German


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	? Frischmannova (née Wallersteinova)


Where and when was she born? 

	No information


Where else did she live?

	No information


Where and when did she die?

	No information


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	My grandparents were likely still religious, but when I was born they were already dead, so I don’t know much about them.


What was her mother tongue? 

	German


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Her name?

	Hana Frischmannova (née Pfeiferova)


Where and when was she born?

	Nové Hrady, 1896


Where else did she live?

	Vysoké Myto 


Where and when did she die?

	Auschwitz concentration camp (today Poland), 1943


What sort of education did she have?

	Girls’ high school


What sort of work did she do?

	Merchant, tradeswoman. Owned and managed a hand embroidery shop.


How religious was she?

	We observed New Year (Rosh Hashanah), I don’t even know why, and Long Day (Yom Kippur). These two holidays were observed, and our mother had a theory as to why, that once a year the house is thoroughly cleaned, so that once a year the body has to be cleaned out [fasting – Editor’s note], that it’s not so much about God as about that cleaning out.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Czech


 Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Josef Pfeifer

(m)


	Died before WWII (no further information)
	Doctor
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Ernestina Pfeiferova
(f)


	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Tyna Feiglova
(nee Pfeiferova)
(f)
	No information
	No information
	? Feigl

(No further information)
	None
	No information

	Vera Bysicka

(nee Pfeiferova) 

(f)
	No information
	No information
	? Bysicky
(no further information)
	No information
	No information

	Leo Pfeifer

(m)
	No information
	No information
	Karla Pfeiferova
(nee Rulfova)

typist
	Son, born at end of WWII
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Terezin ghetto 

Auschwitz concentration camp (today Poland), was murdered there



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Moritz Pfeifer


Where and when was he born?

	No information


Where else did he live?

	Nové Hrady 


Where and when did he die? 

	Place unknown, 1921


What sort of education did he have?

	High school


What sort of work did he do?

	Baker


How religious was he?

	I don’t remember my grandparents, but assume that they were still religious, in those days it was still considered important.


What was his mother tongue? 

	German


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Filipina Pfeiferova (née Vohryzkova)


Where and when was she born?

	No information


Where else did she live?

	- 


Where and when did she die?

	No information


What sort of education did she have?

	Girls’ high school


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	I don’t remember my grandparents, but assume that they were still religious, in those days it was still considered important.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Czech


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Viktor Vohryzek (m)


	Prestavlky, 1864 -  Pardubice, 1918 
	Doctor,

writer
	No information
	Jiri Vohryzek (m)
Chemical engineer, had a daughter, Vitezslava, who was a dentist in Prague
	No information

	Max Vohryzek

(m)
	No information
	No information
	Hermina Vohryzkova

(nee ?)
	No information
	No information

	Lev Vohryzek

(m)
	No information
	No information
	No information
	Children 

(but no further information)
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before 


Spouse





Zdena Frankova


(née Kolarska)


1923





Interviewee





Jiri Franek


(changed from Frischman)


1922





Family Tree








Siblings





Frantisek Frischmann


1921-1942





Maternal grandmother 





Filipina Pfeiferova


(née Vohryzkova)


?-?





Maternal grandfather 





Moritz Pfeifer
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Paternal grandmother





? Frischmannova


(née Wallersteinova)


?-?
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Hana Frischmannova


(née Pfeiferova)
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Alfred Frischmann
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Adolf Frischmann


?-?
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Frantisek Franek 


1947
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(née Frankova) 
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