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Shelly: My name ic Shelly Weiner, e
R el () 0od, [neverit
had o friend and I never had

a toy.

Raya: And, ubm,
my name is Raya Kizhnerman
and my childhood was ag bad

ac it could be. I never had
Friends, I never had toys, I
didnt g0 to cchool before

the war.

The only percon fo play with
wag my cousin Shelly.



PART One:
OUR CHILDHOOD
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Shelly: I was born in the city of Rivne.

m mother had a grocery ctore that che
ran from the boftom of our house,
che had set it up.



He weould tmﬁ’ to his house
and put me on the fable and I
could do whatever I wanted: kick

, theidichesadance...



Raya: T was born in Rivne foo, but
L lived in a village called Miatyn,
&

— .~ which was, ub, five, cix
*MIATYN kilometers from Rivne.

My parents had a (ittle businecs
in that village, =

uhm, thl‘ey were
producing lime
and selling it.
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They had livectock, which
my mother took care of.

My childhood was really nice, I had a lot
 of girle around me, ecpecially in the cum

when the Roma would come into the woo

T would play with the Roma
girle and we had a wonderful
time fiving in that village.



ST SEPTEMBER NAZI GERMANY
IMVADED PotAnD From THE WEST

on 1
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HREE WEEKS (ATER THE SOVIET UNION
INVADED PotAnD FROM THE EAST



M/HE A/ /7’01220,@ CAM E 70 RIVNE

In Jone 1947,
GERMAN TROOPS INVADED
THe Sovier Unrow




.an w“NL_‘gy»\edmt7‘{3/5 a.rﬁn{ pascing laws
a{etermmg what Jews could and couldn’t do.
And one of the laws that they passced is
that they wanted the men, all the men to

report for relocation work duty.



b My grandfather had a guf}i “
cion that thic wag not really ‘ ill
whiere they were faking the ' |
mén. He lived next door and so i
uh, he created a hiding place
at my mother ¢ for all the men.

/

He had ceven cong &0:.6{ my mother had brotherce and in-laws and afl
the men would spend the day there hiding and then theyd come out
for the midday meal.
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Shelly: My cousin Raya and T would play outside in the
yard and we were told that if we saw the Nazic, they
e called Brownchirts, coming down the ctreet, to
I come in and fell the adults. —

Shelly: And one doy we were plaging out there and we saw a jeep with four of thece men,
in the Brownchirt uniforms, ctopping at our neighbors




All the men ran back tot
hiding place,

the women

cleaned up ...

but my uncle,
Raya’e father

remained.

¢ leave that room and they
ed 1o beat my uncle

’ Yy
eaming  So they threw us out o

ceeing them beating my the room,
father.

Ala a Wwa



Shelly: The next thing
that happened ic that my
mother got uc to the
village of Miatyn

..thic was after they had the mascacre in Rivne and they killed
12,500 Jews in three day ly entire family was killed in that massacre: my

gmm{f’az‘her my unc/es', my a nd mUBBOUS <.

The w:év
my fa fat
(n f/l




gt b I',ea_ya:félj mother a

Shad this premonition

N that g'am%h/ng was |
L going tohiappen in

thq cfty

\and che wanted
\to 40 back to
‘the village.

At the time the city
was afready
currovnded éy

Germancg.

My mother,

my father w«dI went to the outckirts of
" the city and my father decided to go
back. For come reason he was very scared
that the Germans would cateh us.

Raya: My mother knew
\\ & lot of wooden traile
\ ‘and che tried to
‘geercaa.a(e my father that
w”'&“au do. it, we can get,
out of the city and gets 7‘0
the village but he didnt

want to. E '




My mother and I went by fost
through the woods and came fo
the village unharmed.

o

" )éa;;'pgnf it fA’qﬂpn/y thing that T
have of my father and this ic the only
memory that I have.




Ra_ya: The next day
. other decided to
o the city and cee

ir

Where'e my
i¢ the whole
che arriveq

7‘: going on there.

:a

And people were saying that all the Jews were taken out of the city fo a little
place called Sosenki and they were all kifled.

So my mother went to that place of killing, of the
massacre and she caw that the Ukrainian police
were there, the Germans were there. And people,
especially the police, tlhey were faking all the pricey
" poscecsions that the ,b'e;ap/e had brovght over there,
putting them on wagons and taking them home.

A

A

ﬂrr:f ed and with
thm‘ che came
bacé to the villa
and tols /
¥

Raya: So then che
knew that all our
Family had been killed.




And as a little givl I
would tell my mother

‘blease, please, please let 4

me g0 out and play withs

the chicken and ub theal

:é/'tfy cafe. l’ :

We were at the back of the barn
where they have come eaves that
you can look out from. That wae
the only (ight that we had and
the ouly air that we had

- Theg‘ ﬁ‘d;‘ walk arovnd
there but I cant.”

B ‘Waﬁﬂwarbmd

;.Jﬁh'f ﬁtm’:ﬁv, mey‘éad five children.

TAeg /raa( one jvk/ ana/ Four s’ons'
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Shelly: The
I know abou
and Mibaror i

and our biggect problem were
the rats and the mice and the lice.

_ Ae/Lv: The f/tfhg that
_ 'f_rememéer about

A/'Ié/ing in the barn '
was fftmf Raya ond T ' 4,’#1
'
a ]

would P/ay with the 4|
Cf/'aw. t ﬁ

Vo

P
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- o

vould put them in the 4\ I
n o kill the fice.

1 We wouvld make aw _,mak out af' ﬂze ﬁm we
L would make dolls, {Zwse were the onﬁ/ toyc’ we'

. had and our mathers‘ would tell-us ctories..

‘ Tﬁt is how we pacsed the time.







and Told our
mothers that
they were

coming for
-

And to this day, I don't know what poscessed vs, but Raya
and I, T quess T was 5 and she was 6 at the time, ctarted
erying and begging ook mathers not fo go quietly.

Raya: From the woods, during
the day,iwe hid in the fieldss ML

. -,_

We had no food, no water, the \H

cun wag vnbelievably hot and™ o x < / ¢ |
thic ic where we cat fo¥ three " \"w
days. All we covld eat, wasuh S

the raw grain from the rye. . e

”_

That we chould run into the
woods, we knew that there
was a backdoor to the barn




And then, uh, Nikanor called for us. He actvally didn't know where we were. But he
called for us and we heard him and came back to the house, to a bunker actvally.

Raya.:

They buift an under-

' ground bunker 1o hide
their grain there and
mainly to hide their
daughter, who wage a
Yyoung girl. '

The bunker was a dark, damp
place. All they had there was
the ctraw that

we lay down on. Rats and mice

were in the thovsands running
arovnd. — We didn't have
almost no food, just

a little bit to vh,

keep vs alive.



IN FEBRUARY 1944,

THE FIRST UKRAINIAN
FRONT OF THE SOVIET
ARMY (IBERATED RIVNE




Raya: Mikanor put sur mothers on a wagon and took them to Rivne. Shelly
and I ctayed in the village, ctill in that house, until our mothers knew whether
it was cafe to take us back to Rivne.

Shelly: Nikanor came and took ve out of ~
the home underground and put us on hic

wagon, covered us with straw and drove

ue to Rivne.

.Zf/wac a cunny day, there was cnow on

_the grovnd, and it was blinding. We \

couldnt see anything because we had

been in the darknecs for co long. And,
um, that was our first day that

I remember. Feeling the coldness, it
\‘NM Febrvary I believe, and seeing

\1 the open space.




Shelly: But the war wae not
over. The Germans were
bombing our city, Rivne, very

frequently. Raya and I would
cit, looking for the formations

of planes fo cee when there
would be a bombing raid.

o;{;f'z'ouce and'-' h
destroyed it
completely.




PART THREE:

STARTING OVER



And T rtaged One day there was a knock on the door
with a gypey * father. He had corvived the war,
0 e

lady.



Shelly: From Poland, my mother and father and I made our way to the American

zone in Germany.




,eaya: In 1945 when ghe/é/ and my aunt
Eva went to Poland, my mother and T
ctayed in.alittle town called Korets.

6 Lu e’”‘t’“".f
1{!’/‘6" ¢, ife wacnt t

My mother

worked ag’ " /

a photographer J ‘
therel |

But he had a brother who was in
St. Petercburg and he decided that
we shovld move to STt. Petersburs.
So we did.

That wae in 1957 or 1955.




Shelly: After 1945 we had no
connection with Raya. Becavse they
were not in Rivne, we didnt know where

they were

until in the late 60¢ when my
mother was walking on the
ctreets in Tel Aviv.



A man recognized her and he
came over to her and caid: ‘T

know where your sicter ic, I just
s

was fiving at the usband Anatoly and

‘me with he
her con Genia an 7 Sonia. ac the firet time I
! | i‘l. % .. ,l A d s
—— ¥ e fa l J / F'tl*l 1945.

Shelly: In 1979 I went to St. Petercborg where Raya



Raya: In 1779 when Shelly
and her mother came
to visit us, I just covldnt
believe it was them.

In 1980, Raya, her mother Eva, her
husband Anatoly and her son Genia
left the Soviet Union and emigrated fo

the United States and Joined S helly
and her family in Greensboro, North

Carolina.




Papt Foup:

RETURN TO RIVNE



Shelly: In 2013, Raya and T
went to back to Miatyn
becavse we were in touch with
the farmer’e grandson and he
knew the story. I didn't know .
what I would feel when we 9at o
there.

vere hidden.

But when we came to the farm and we caw the barn Whereie

L was in total disbelief that thi I knew that thatc
could really have happened in tha b where we were. But it
2 and %\f\t timegbut 1 / & : . : \ ‘Wﬂ emall and
did. N /I WP « 6O just eovldnt

B i underctand how two
\ A little girlsieould've ...

b
L il

....curvived in

that place.




T ghe/@ M/Aen we walkbed ,_,‘!;—1: £

in the house W
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For m:!,k-it was

"f{«\'}/er‘y good way
to kind of close

7 ,!-;'a ,bftrrf of my life

I

[' \ I A
.J' ™ ol I
o be there with Raya wh
the came exact tAing ac I did.

#. Shelly:
he thing we talked about

right away, was what we
“remembered from hiding.
And it wasn 't that we were
hungry, it was that we were
hot and cold.

Winter and summer.




The pebp'/é who Ai;{

¢ passed awayjo long /(\
time ago, nobody was
there, but the hiding |
place wagiand it was
exactly the same ac wej
leftitin 1745 4

o
/ r;"he daughter—ll,}\—/a%
*4’ J:ng there che didn't

3:.

;énow anything Aéaut

| / 9mm{ch /dren were very, ver
A e : . ‘ . ; P ? \ ‘

Shell ave ofteu wana’qrea/ /ww the
,9' o

ravery to d. hat they did.
| 7o hide us, four ,bea/:/e, when they knew
| that the punichment would be death f'a;l; |
| them and their children and all their

Fy Cro,berty would be couﬁ‘s’caz‘ed.l J .
] r -



Shelly: I am not cure how I would react in the same citvation.
I don't think that many of us know how we would react.

But I dv kwow that they were extremely
brave and caring to do what they did, x

to put up with the fear, P |

the depravation and everything
that was qoing on around them.
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