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Introduction
Dear readers!

We have created a collection of graphic novels that aim to introduce people to
Jewish heritage and the man who is instrumental in preserving it. This is Davit
Baazov, a Georgian Jew. He worked selflessly for the education of Georgian Jews
and Georgians in particular.

In this novella, you will get to know the life of Davit Baazov, his adventures, the
sacrifices he made and his goal - to save Georgian Jews and give them the life they
deserve.



The biography of David Baazov
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Davit Baazov, a Georgian Jew, was born in 1883 in the Georgian city of Tskhinvali,
which is currently occupied by Russia. Davit Baazov was one of the leaders of the
Georgian Jewish community, a public figure, a representative of the Zionist
movement in Georgia, a rabbi. He formulated the well-known thesis: "Georgian
Jews are Georgians by ethnicity and Israelis by religion."
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Davit Baazov received his primary education in the synagogue of Tskhinvali. Later,
he continued his studies abroad, in two centers of Zionist education, in Slutsk and
Vilnius, where he mastered Jewish philosophy.
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In 1903, he returned to Georgia and joined the Zionist movement.
Zionism is the ideology based on which the Jewish nationalist movement
developed, which in turn meant the liberation of the Jewish nation and
the creation of a state in the Israel-Palestine territory. With the tireless
work of Davit Baazov, circles of the Zionist organization appeared among
the Jews of Georgia.
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In 1904, Davit Baazov started working as a rabbi in Oni, one of the cities of Georgia.
In Oni, he was engaged in spreading literacy. He founded a basic school in the yard
of the Oni synagogue, which he led, the school played a significant role in the

education of the locals.
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One unique example will serve to illustrate his work in this city. After the death of
Davit Baazov in 1951, the anti-Semitic movement in the Soviet Union became
extremely active. Security officers also approached the strengthened parish founded
by Davit Baazov and intended to transform the Oni synagogue into a public
institution. Communist functionaries who came to the building accompanied by
craftsmen found the door barred. Georgian and Jewish, Christian and Jewish
mothers with their young children locked themselves in the synagogue and
protested the attempt to destroy the chapel with cries and noise. The solidarity of
the two nations yielded results, which we can freely attribute to Baazov's work in
Oni.
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Davit Baazov's political values required the mobilization of Georgian Jews and
cooperation with an active civil society. Therefore, Baazov traveled all over Georgia
and, therefore, had to live in different cities.
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For example, by 1918, Baazov found himself in Akhaltsikhe. After the First World
War, this region of the Caucasus came under the threat of Turkish occupation. The
entire Mazra was temporarily occupied by the Turks, who tried to harass and punish
the local Georgian population. Naturally, the situation of the Armenians of
Akhaltsikhe was the worst, and the military even punished them physically. Davit
Baazov turned out to be the main supporter, protector and mediator of the
Georgians and Armenians, who saved the lives of many Akhaltsikhels.
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On May 26, 1918, Georgia regained its independence, the role of Jews in the
development of the Georgian state was especially important.
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In the same year, Davit Baazov started to publish the newspaper "Jew’s voice". The
newspaper became the main headquarters where action plans for the return of
Georgian Jews to Palestine were drawn up. With the active support of the
employees of the same publication, it was possible to help the newly created and
extremely needy State Treasury of the Democratic Republic of Georgia from the
gold reserves of the Beit Knesset (Synagogue). Georgian Jews were one of the first
to contribute a large amount to the first budget of the Democratic Republic of
Georgia.
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Davit Baazov did not stop his educational activities even after the Sovietization of Georgia.
Together with his associates and his son, playwright and writer Gertzal Baazov, he established
Jewish schools throughout Georgia, where Hebrew and the history of the Jewish people were
taught among other subjects. These schools became the primary source of non-communist
knowledge for several ethnic groups. It should be noted that the Soviet regime began to openly
harass Jews in Georgia, closing their newspapers and public institutions after the 1924 anti-
communist uprising. It is assumed that the Georgian Jews and their leader were secret partners of
the fighters for the independence of Georgia.



1925 Ggooll o300  d55BMm3ds  bgaobyzargdolisgsb bgdstmgs doomm  Js®mzgeo
906590 900L 330609 XAIRMD JOHMO© 3100350 LogbMzMYdIWs© Fobyemoygm obMsgedo.
090 59 X2RMIb 9O 25993H9365 s FMdBss BosIR0 LbZs JOMIgEgdol olitsgerdo
Q3LYOMB9OEs@, 5doLMZOL b BdMOEFEHBMEo Bsdsbo@m bgrolvyrwgdolsysdh doowm
56bAMdOL YOG035} Jd0, FogMsd  LodoMmzgemdo sdMMbgdol Jgdgy LOdFMS
bgolviegdsd 56O O™ 6935 goMogwgdol Bbgs XMBoL olMOgEdo godybogMgdsby.
1920-1930-056 9080 d55HM30 5dGHOMEMOI® 0gm 353806093 o HMLYMOL XM 300093
9396 LoMboLEWMEM  MMYBODO309dMD s Too  bgeddM3969W DM, LEdFMmS
bH9wolRwqdobash {iBgbol  godwogMgdol F90ay 30, 9MOGRNH  Loddosbmdsby

39005L9)e LoMbOLEO K AYRGOM6;

In 1925, Davit Baazov received permission from the government to permanently settle in Israel
with a small group of Georgian Jews; He traveled with this group and prepared the ground for the
return of other Jews to Israel, for which he received certificates of consent from the British
mandate authorities, but after returning to Georgia, the Soviet authorities did not allow another
group of Jews to go to Israel.

In the 1920s and 1930s, Baazov was actively connected with the still legal Zionist organizations
of Russia and their leaders, and with the Zionist groups that switched to illegal activities after the
pressure from the Soviet government intensified;
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In 1938, he was arrested along with his son Gertzal Baazov for illegal Zionist
activities. They were accused of anti-Soviet agitation. The court sentenced father
and son to death, which was later replaced by exile to Siberia in the case of Davit
Baazov. Unfortunately, Gertzal Baazov was killed by the Soviet regime, he was shot.
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In 1945, Davit Baazov returned from exile and died two years later, the Soviet
regime, Stalin's rule, took the lives of two talented people.
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An interesting and noteworthy part of Davit Baazov's life is his participation in the International
Congress of Jews in Frankfurt in 1913. Representatives from different countries shared with each
other the facts of cruel persecution and harassment of Jews. Rabbi Davit Baazov, the
representative of the Jews of Georgia, gave a speech at the congress, whose words surprised the
European community:

"The country I came from is in the distant Caucasus. It is called Georgia. This is a country where
there has never been a Jewish raid. Its children have never harmed my people... We live sweetly
and brotherly..."
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Davit Baazov is a worthy representative of Georgian Jews, who can be
considered a symbol of 26 centuries of friendship, education, and struggle
against the Soviet occupation of these two nations.



