




Full name

Fira Usatinskaya (Jewish name: Esther)

Where and when were you born?

Ilintsy, Vinnitsa region, 12th February 1924

Where else did you live?

Nagaevo, Odessa region; Makeevka, Donetsk Basin, Sosedkovo, Nizhniy Tagil region (today Russia); Nizhniy Tagil (today Russia)

Your educational level?

Graduated from the Faculty of Economics of Kiev College of Light Industry 

What sort of work do/did you do?

Economist (Labor and Salary Specialist, Central Statistics Department of Ukrainian SSR, Ministry of Local Industry of the USSR) 

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

My parents were moderately religious, followed the kashrut, observed Saturday, celebrated all Jewish holidays, fasted on Yom Kippur and went to the synagogue on holidays.

What is your mother tongue?

Russian

How many languages do you speak?

Ukrainian, German

Where were you during the Holocaust?

In evacuation in Sosedkovo, Nizhniy Tagil region and Nizhniy Tagil (today Russia)

Siblings

Their names

Nuchim Usatinskiy (stepbrother on father’s side) (common name: Nikolay)


Maria Usatinskaya (stepsister on father’s side)

Srul Usatinskiy

Where and when were they born?

Nuchim: Gaisin, Vinnitsa region, 1917

Maria :Gaisin, Vinnitsa region, 1920 
Srul: Ilintsy, Vinnitsa region, 1926 

What is their mother tongue?

Nuchim: Russian

Maria: Russian

Srul: Russian

Their educational level?

Nuchim: graduated from Donetsk Medical College

Maria : finished medical school in Lugansk

Srul: graduated from Mechanics Faculty of Melitopol Agricultural College 



Their occupations?

Nuchim: doctor

Maria: medical nurse

Srul: mechanical engineer

Where do/did they live? 

Nuchim: Makeevka

Maria: Makeevka

Srul: Edmonton (Canada)

Where else did they live?

Nuchim: Moscow (today Russia)

Maria: Kiev, Lugansk

Srul: Makeevka

Do they have children?

Nuchim: one daughter, Galina, born in 1948 

Srul: two daughters, Anna, born in 1955 and Tatiana (Tania), born in 1957, graduated from Polytechnic College in Novocherkask (today Russia), live in Canada.

Where and when did they die?

Maria: Kiev, 1999

Spouse

Name?

Michael Aronovich (Jewish name: Mendel) 

Where and when was he/she born?

Kiev, 1921

Is he/she Jewish?

Yes

What is his/her mother tongue?

Russian

His/her educational level?

Faculty of Technology of Kiev College of Light Industry

Occupation?
Foreman at a shop/ production engineer at Kiev Metalware Plant

Where and when did he/she die?

Kiev, 1983

Children

Their names?

Sophia Aronovich

Felix Aronovich

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

Sophia didn’t identify herself because she was mentally ill.

Felix identifies himself as a Jew and recognizes his Jewish origin.

Where and when were they born?

Sophia: Kiev, 1953

Felix: Kiev, 1968

Where else did they live?

Felix: Warsaw (today Poland)

Their educational level?

Sophia: special school for handicapped children in Kiev

Felix: Management Faculty of Kiev Polytechnic College

Their occupations?

Sophia: didn’t work because she was an invalid

Felix: businessman, owned a law company

How many grandchildren do you have?

Felix: daughter Karina, born in 1995, studies at a Jewish school.


His name?

Froim Usatinskiy

Where and when was he was born?

Gaisin, Vinnitsa province, 1890

Where else did he live?

Ilintsy, Nagaevo, Makeevka 

Where and when did he die?

Makeevka, 1959

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder and grammar school in Gaisin

What sort of work did he do?

private teacher for children of Jewish families, janitor in a bakery (1930s), later worked in commercial business 

How religious was he? 

My father was moderately religious, prayed at the synagogue, observed Jewish traditions, celebrated Sabbath and holidays and followed the kashrut. He wore a cap or a hat, didn’t wear a kippah and had no beard. 

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Army service: Which army and what years?

None

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Yudko Usatinskiy (1890s-1960s): lived in Lugansk, worked in commercial business, in evacuation somewhere near the Urals (today Russia). Wife Tsylia, children: Leonid and Betia.

Where was he during the Holocaust?

In evacuation in Sosedkovo, Nizhniy Tagil region (today Russia)

If he survived, what did he do after?

Returned to Makeevka and worked in commercial business 


Your father’s father name? 

Yol Usatinskiy

Where and when was he born?

Place unknown, 1860s

Where else did he live?

Gaisin, Vinnitsa province 

Where and when did he die? 

Gaisin, 1900s 

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder

What sort of work did he do?

Businessman, owned a haberdashery store

How religious was he?  

He was very religious, prayed, went to the synagogue, followed the kashrut, celebrated Sabbath and all Jewish holidays, wore a kippah and had a beard. 

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Army service: Which army and what years?

None

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your father’s mother’s name?

? Usatinskaya (nee ?)

Where and when was she born? 

Place unknown, 1860s 

Where else did she live?

Gaisin

Where and when did she die?

Gaisin, 1900s 

What sort of education did she have?

No education

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?

She was very religious, prayed, went to the synagogue, followed the kashrut, celebrated Sabbath and all Jewish holidays, and wore a kerchief.

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Her name?

Freida Usatinskaya (nee Pivchik)

Where and when was she born?

Gaisin, Vinnitsa region, 1896

Where else did she live?

Ilintsy, Vinnitsa region; Makeevka; Sosedkovo, Nizhniy Tagil (today Russia), Kiev

Where and when did she die?

Kiev, 1985

What sort of education did she have?

Finished Jewish lower secondary school (7 years) 

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?

She was very religious, prayed, went to the synagogue on holidays, followed the kashrut, celebrated Sabbath and all Jewish holidays. She didn’t wear a kerchief.

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Older sister (1890s-?):, moved to Palestine (today Israel) at the beginning of the 20th century. She had three daughters there. 

Gedali Pivchik (1893-1960s): lived in Zguritsa before the war, was a shochet at the synagogue, moved to Chernovtsy after the war, in evacuation during WWII. Wife Tsylia, children: Esfir (lives in USA), Srul (lives in Moscow) and Meyer (died in mid-1990s).

Sarra Foltyshanskaya (nee Pivchik) (1895-1960s): lived in Beltsy before the war, in evacuation, lived in Chernovtsy after the war. Five children: Srul and Esfir live in Chicago (USA), Izia and Natan. The oldest son (name unknown) perished during WWII. 



Where was she during the Holocaust?

In evacuation in Sosedkovo, Nizhniy Tagil region (today Russia)

If she survived, what did she do after?

Lived in Makeevka with her husband and moved to Kiev after he died


Your mother’s father’s name? 

Srul Pivchik 

Where and when was he born?

Place unknown, 1860s 

Where else did he live?

Gaisin, Vinnitsa region

Where and when did he die? 

Gaisin, 1910s

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder

What sort of work did he do?

Shochet or senior man in synagogue

How religious was he?  

He was very religious, prayed several times a day at the synagogue, followed the kashrut, celebrated Sabbath and all Jewish holidays, wore a kippah and tallit and had a beard.

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your mother’s mother’s name?

Esther Pivchik (nee ? )

Where and when was she born?

Place unknown, 1870s 

Where else did she live?

Gaisin, Vinnitsa region

Where and when did she die?

Gaisin, 1910s

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?  

She was very religious, went to the synagogue on Saturdays and on holidays. She wore a wig, followed the kashrut and celebrated Sabbath and holidays.  

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before
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