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The interviewee and his family

Full name
Meyer Abramovich Markhasin

Where and when were you born?
Gomel, Belorussia, 1917

Where else did you live?

1917-1925: Novozybkov

1925-1941: Leningrad

1941-1942: Borovichi, Novgorod region
1942-1944: Urzhum

1944-1946: Kalinin

1946 - till now: Leningrad

Your educational level?

1937-1941: Institute of Technology named Molotov, Leningrad
1943-1944: Moscow Institute of Technology of Light Industry named after
Kaganovich

What sort of work do/did you do?

1944-1946: Kalinin factory of light industry, shift mechanic

1946-1947: "The Russian Diesel" factory, department the chief mechanic,
engineer, Leningrad

1948-1951: Kalinin factory of light industry "Kreps", deputy head of the
mechanical factory

1952-1958: Leningrad Chemical Plant of Light Industry, chief mechanical
engineer

1958-1974: Leningrad fur factory N21, main chief mechanic

1974-1977: chief mechanical enginer of four fur factories of Leningrad and
Leningrad region

1977 - till now: retired



What was the level of religiosity in your parent’s home? How were you raised?
Father and mother believed in God, cooked "tsimes" and stuffed fish on holidays,
did not cook and had a rest on Saturdays. Father went to the synagogue on

Saturdays.

What is your mother tongue?
Russian

How many languages do you speak?
Yiddish, German

If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

Did not serve

Where were you during the Holocaust?
Studied in institutes in Urzhum, Leningrad and Moscow (defended the diploma)

In blockade, Leningrad



Siblings
Their names
Perla
Mira
Tsilya
Naum

Where and when were they born?
Perla, 1912, Gomel

Mira, 1914, Gomel

Tsilya, 1915, Novozybkov

Naum, 1916, Gomel

What is their mother tongue?
Russian

Their educational level?
Tsilya: Pedagogical Institute, Leningrad

Mira: 10 grades of secondary school, courses of accountants, Leningrad

Their occupations?
Tsilya: Russian language and literature teacher at school
Mira: accountant in trade

Naum and Perla died at the age of 8 and 15 years old

Where do/did they live?
Tsilya: Pushkin, Leningrad

Mira: Pushkin, Leningrad

Where else did they live?
Tsilya: in evacuation, 1942-1945, Slobodskoye, Kirov region



Do they have children?

Mira:

1) Daughter Eleonora, 1943, engineer at Kulakov factory, Leningrad, from 1993 -
in Israel

2) Daughter Tatiana, 1945, engineer, Kirov factory, Leningrad

Tsilya: no children of her own, she adopted a girl from an orphanage Svetlana,

who now resides in Israel

Where and when did they die?

Perla: Novozybkov, 1927 (pneumonia)
Naum: Novozybkov, 1923 (meningitis)
Mira: Leningrad, 1985

Tsilya: Leningrad, 1970 (cancer)



Spouse
Name?

1. Zoya Nikolaevha Solomonova (kept maiden name after marriage)

2. Ekaterina Alexandrovna Markhasina (nee - Demianova)

Where and when was he/she born?
Zoya: Borovichi, 1918
Ekaterina: Ryazan, 1921

Where else did he live?

Zoya: Leningrad, Moscow

Ekaterina: 1938-1941: Moscow, student in an institute
1941-1943: Urzhum, student in an institute

Is he/she Jewish?
Zoya: Russian

Ekaterina: Russian

What is his/her mother tongue?

Russian

His/her educational level?

Zoya: 1938-1942, Moscow Institute of Technology of Light Industry named after
Koganovich, technologist

Ekaterina: 1938-1943, Moscow Institute of Technology of Light Industry named
after Koganovich, chemistries

Occupation?
Zoya: 1950-1956: engineer-technologist, Brest
1956-1959: Leningrad factory of Light Industry “Ilyich”, technologist
Ekaterina: 1948-1953: Kalinin Institute of Light Industry "Kreps", engineer
1953-1974: Factory "Proletarian Labor", foreman, chief of the central

laboratory, Leningrad



Where and when did he/she die?

Ekaterina: Sestroretsk, Leningrad region, 1984



Children

Their names?

Wife Zoya: Alevtina

Wife Ekaterina: 1) son Boris

2) daughter Tatyana

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?
They have not received any religious education, but they feel and realize their

belonging to the Jewish nation

Where and when were they born?
Alevtina: Borovichi, Novgorod region, 1941
Boris: Ryazan, 1943

Tatiana: Kalinin, 1950

Where else did they live?
Alevtina: Leningrad
Boris: Norway (army), Yakutia (work)

Tatiana: Leningrad

Their educational level?

Alevtina: 1959-1965, Institute of Technology named after Lensovet
Boris: 1964-1969, 1st Medical Institute

Tatiana: 1967-1972, Institute of Technology of Paper Industry

Their occupations?
Alevtina: engineer in microelectronics
Boris: dentist-prosthetics

Tatiana: economist

How many grandchildren do you have?
Alevtina:

1) Inga, 35 years old, 10 grades of secondary school and courses of economists



2) Vadim, 32 years old, Leningrad Electrotechnical Institute, electrical engineer
Boris:

Anton, 32 years old, 10 grades of secondary school, technical school, dental
technician

Tatiana:

1) Sasha, 31 years old, 10 grades of secondary school, Leningrad, glazier

2) Edik, 26 years old, 10 grades of secondary school, Leningrad, foreman in a

female hairdresser’s salon



His name?
Abram Meyerovich Markhasin

Where and when was he was born?
Bryansk region, Belorussia, 1870

Where else did he live?
Gomel, Novozybkov, Leningrad, Slobodskoye

Where and when did he die?
Leningrad, 1963

What sort of education did he have?
Jewish education in a cheder

What sort of work did he do?
From 1920 became a businessman, traded food products, owned a creamery

What was his level of religiosity?
He had Jewish education, knew Torah well, prayed every week, attended

synagogue

What was his mother tongue?
Yiddish
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Army service: Which army and what years?

Did not serve

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death,
occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)
Grisha, Gershim, no information on date of birth and life

Where was he during the Holocaust?
In evacuation in Slobodskoye

If he survived, what did he do after?
Handicraftsman, reeled the clews of waxed thread at home, worked in a

secondary raw materials booth
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Paternal grandfather

Your father’s father name?
Meyer Markhasin

Where and when was he born?
No information

Where else did he live?
No information

Where and when did he die?

No information

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

No information

What was his level of religiosity?
Orthodox Jew

What was his mother tongue?
Yiddish

Army service: Which army and what years?

No information
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Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death,
occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before the Holocaust
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Paternal grandmother

Your father’s mother’s name?

No information

Where and when was she born?

No information

Where else did she live?

No information

Where and when did she die?

No information

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?
Housewife

What was her level of religiosity?
Orthodox Jew

What was her mother tongue?
Yiddish
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Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death,
occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before the Holocaust
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Mother

Her name?
Sophia Solomonovna Markhasina (nee - Bentsman)

Where and when was she was born?
Kholmich, 1880

Where else did she live?
Gomel, Novozybkov, Leningrad

Where and when did she die?

Leningrad, 1955

What sort of education did she have?
Jewish, cheder

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

What was her level of religiosity?
Attended to the synagogue, kept traditions

What was her mother tongue?
Yiddish

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death,
occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)
Perla, Malka, Ida - housewives, lived in the settlement of Kholmich, died in 1942
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Where was she during the Holocaust?
In evacuation, Slobodskoye, Kirov region

If she survived, what did she do after?

Housewife
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Maternal grandfather

Your mother’s father s name?
Solomon Bentsman

Where and when was he born?
1840s, the settlement of Kholmich

Where else did he live?
Kiev

Where and when did he die?
1925, Kholmich

What sort of education did he have?
Jewish education

What sort of work did he do?
Accountant with businessman Brodsky

What was his level of religiosity?
Religious, ardent believer

What was his mother tongue?
Yiddish (kept all the accounting books in Yiddish)

Army service: Which army and what years?

No information
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Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death,
occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before the Holocaust
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Maternal grandmother

Your mother’s mother’s name?

No information

Where and when was she born?

No information

Where else did she live?

No information

Where and when did she die?

No information

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?
Housewife

What was her level of religiosity?
Orthodox Jew

What was her mother tongue?
Yiddish
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Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death,
occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the?

Died before the Holocaust
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