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Full name 

Sheindlia Krishtal 

 

Where and when were you born? 

18 August 1922, Iziaslav  

 

Where else did you live? 

Kiev, Alma-Ata, Chernovtsy  

 

Your educational level? 

Faculty of philology, Alma-Ata State University  

 

What sort of work do/did you do? 

Correspondent/radio committee in Alma-Ata, teacher of the Russian language and 

the regional militia department in Kiev, correspondent and supervisor at the 

department of studying young people of the newspaper “Youth of Ukraine”, editor, 

corrector at the “Sviatoshynskaya gazette” , editor of department of technical 

information at the Ministry of forestry   

 

What was the level of religiosity in your parents' home? How were you raised? 

Celebrated Jewish holidays, went to synagogue, kashrut   

 

What is your mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

 

How many languages do you speak? 

Ukrainian, German 

 

 

Where were you during the Holocaust? 

Evacuation — Alma-Ata 

 

The interviewee and his family 
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Siblings 

Their names 

Fira Krishtal 

Samuel Krishtal 
Faina Krishtal 

Riva Presizen 

 

Where and when were they born? 

Fira, Zaslavl, 1908 (in 1910 Zaslavl was renamed to Iziaslav) 

Samuel, Iziaslav, 1911 

Faina, Iziaslav, 1914 

Riva, Iziaslav, 1916 

 

What is their mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

 

Their educational level? 

Fira — accounting course 

Samuel — Kiev Industrial Institute 

Faina — Kiev Financial Economic Institute 

Riva — Kiev chemical technological Institute (3 years) 

 

Their occupations? 

Fira — accountant  

Samuel — engineer 

Faina — economist 

Riva — teacher at kindergarten, housewife 

 

Where did they live? 

Fira — Iziaslav, Vapniarka, Kiev, Alma-Ata, Far East 

Samuel —Kerch, Kiev, Alma-Ata 

Faina —Kiev, Kuibyshev, Alma-Ata. Kiriat-Oto  

Riva —Kiev, Peremyshl, Kuibyshev, Alma-Ata, Germany, Far East, Chernovtsy 

 

Do they have children? 

Fira — none 

Samuel — son Israel, daughter Elizabeth 

Faina — daughter Bella 

Riva — daughters: Lilia and Natasha 
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Where and when did they die? 

Fira, Kiev, 1997 

Samuel, Kiev, 1980 

Faina, Israel, Kiriat-Ono, 1998 

Riva, Chernovtsy, 1999 
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Spouse 

Name? 

Shabsai (Alexandr) Khandros 

 

Where and when was he/she born? 

Kiev, 1913 

 

Where else did he/she live? 

Dnepropetrovsk, Donbass 

 

Is he/she Jewish? 

Yes 

 

What is his/her mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

 

His/her educational level? 

Kiev State University, faculty of philology 

 

Occupation? 

Correspondent of the newspaper “Komsomolets of Ukraine”, head of propaganda of 

the “Youth of Ukraine” newspaper, correspondent of the “Workers’ newspaper”   

 

Where and when did he/she die? 

Kiev, 1996  
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Children 

 

Their names? 

Yuri Khandros 

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews? 

Identifies himself as Jew, knows Jewish traditions and is interested in the Jewish 

history and culture  

 

Where and when were they born? 

Kiev, 1954  

 

Where else did they live? 

Kiev 

 

Their educational level? 

Kiev State University, Mechanic mathematic faculty  

 

Their occupations? 

Operator, head of computer department, department of Ministry of Agricultural 

Construction, head of analytical department  of the Institute of cybernetics 

 

How many grandchildren do you have? 

No  
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His name? 

Gersh Krishtal 

Where and when was he was born? 

Ostrog, 1878   

Where else did he live? 

Iziaslav (in 1910 Zaslavl was renamed to Iziaslav), Kiev, Alma-Ata 

Where and when did he die? 

Kiev, 1948 

What sort of education did he have? 

cheder 

What sort of work did he do? 

Owned a food store in Iziaslav, supplier for leather industry in Kiev  

What was his level of religiosity?  

Celebrated Jewish holidays, went to synagogue and prayed   

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

Army service: Which army and what years? 

No 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, family, etc.) 

Mikhel, 1880s – ?, born and lived in Ostrog 

Sonia, 1880s – ?, born and lived in Ostrog 

No information about other sisters 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Alma-Ata 

 

Father 
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Your father’s father name?  

Shmuel Krishtal 

Where and when was he born? 

Ostrog, 1850s 

Where else did he live? 

 

Where and when did he die?  

Ostrog, 1900s 

What sort of education did he have? 

Cheder  

What sort of work did he do? 

Sold fabrics, haberdashery 

What was his level of religiosity?  

Went to synagogue, celebrated Jewish holidays, followed the kashrut and prayed 

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

Army service: Which army and what years? 

No information 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, family, etc.) 

No information 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Died before  

 

Paternal grandfather 
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Your father’s mother’s name? 

? Krishtal (nee – ?) 

 

Where and when was she born?  

Ostrog, 1860s 

 

Where else did she live? 

 

 

Where and when did she die? 

Ostrog, 1920s 

 

What sort of education did she have? 

Self-educated 

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife  

 

What was her level of religiosity?  

Celebrated Jewish holidays, observed traditions, went to synagogue and followed 

the kashrut  

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

 

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, family, etc.) 

No information 

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Died before  

 

Paternal grandmother 
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Her name? 

Liya Krishtal 

(nee – Gontar) 

Where and when was she was born? 

Zaslavl (in 1910 Zaslavl was renamed to Iziaslav), 1887 

Where else did she live? 

Kiev 

Where and when did she die? 

Kiev, 1938 

What sort of education did she have? 

Self-educated  

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife  

What was her level of religiosity?  

Celebrated Jewish holidays and went to synagogue  

What was her mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, family, etc.) 

Bencion, 1880s– 1920s, born in Iziaslav, married, daughters: Ida and Polia, Ida 

lived and died in Ivano-Frankovsk in 1990s, Polia lived and died in Kiev in 1990s, 
sons: Buzia and Shulim live in Israel 

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Died before  

Mother 
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Your mother father’s name?  

Israel Gontar 

Where and when was he born? 

Zaslavl (in 1910 Zaslavl was renamed to Iziaslav), 1850s  

Where else did he live? 

 

Where and when did he die?  

Zaslavl, 1910s 

What sort of education did he have? 

Cheder  

What sort of work did he do? 

Owned a food store 

What was his level of religiosity?  

Celebrated Jewish holidays, observed traditions, prayed and went to synagogue  

What was his mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

Army service: Which army and what years? 

No information 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, family, etc.) 

No information 

Where was he during the Holocaust? 

Died before  

 

Maternal grandfather 
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Your mother mother’s name? 

Rachel Gontar (nee – ?) 

 

Where and when was she born? 

Town near Zaslavl, (in 1910 Zaslavl was renamed to Iziaslav), 1860s  

 

Where else did she live? 

Zaslavl 

 

Where and when did she die? 

Iziaslav, 1928   

 

What sort of education did she have? 

Self-educated  

 

What sort of work did she do? 

Housewife  

 

What was her level of religiosity?  

Celebrated Jewish holidays and Shabbat, observed traditions, followed the 

kashrut and went to synagogue   

 

What was her mother tongue?  

Yiddish 

 

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, 

occupation, place of residence, family, etc.) 

No information 

 

Where was she during the Holocaust? 

Died before  

 

Maternal grandmother 
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