




Full name

	Ladislav Urban (Jewish name: Zigmunt)


Where and when were you born?

	Piestany (Slovakia), 1934


Where else did you live?

	Bratislava (Slovakia)

Zilina (Slovakia)

Komarno (Slovakia)

Iza (Slovakia)


Your educational level?

	Slovak Technical University in Bratislava.


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Worked in management of a company that concerned itself mainly with the construction of hydro projects and dams.


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	We observed holidays mostly at home. For the high holidays my father would go to synagogue, and as a little boy I used to come see him. As children we didn't last long just sitting there, and so we'd run around and play in the courtyard. We attended the new, Neolog synagogue.


What is your mother tongue?

	My mother tongue is Slovak, but in our family everyone spoke German and Hungarian.


What other languages do you speak?

	German, Hungarian, Russian and a bit of French


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	Czechoslovak Army, 1959 – 1960 – I reached the rank of First Lieutenant


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	In hiding: near Piestany (Slovakia), 1944

In jail: Piestany (Slovakia), 1944

Ghetto: Sered (Slovakia), 1944

Concentration camp: Bergen-Belsen (Germany), 1944 - 1945


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	I graduated from school, got a job, and started a family.


Siblings

Their names

	Tomas Urban (m) 


Where and when were they born?

	Piestany (Slovakia), 1938


What is their mother tongue?

	Slovak


Their educational level?

	Graduated from a vocational high school in Bratislava.


Their occupations?

	He started as an apprentice at Slovanaft [SLOVNAFT, whose headquarters are in Bratislava, is a petrochemical company – Editor's note], where he worked after leaving school. His boss ended up being a man from Piestany, Mr. Sojcek. He began working for Slovnaft as a laborer, but he gradually worked his way up. In the meantime technology was changing. Because he knew both electricity and chemistry, he had two years in each field, he knew a lot. He had a solid foundation. He got out, to Iraq. He was there for about five years. They were commissioning a large thermal generating station. 


Where do/did they live? 

	Bratislava (Slovakia)


Where else did they live?

	Bratislava (Slovakia)


Do they have children?

	Monika (f)

Danica (f)


Where and when did they die?

	Bratislava (Slovakia), 28th February 1993


Spouse

Name?

	Agi Urbanova (nee Sandorova)

Eva Urbanova (nee Kollarova)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Agi: Liptovsky Mikulas (Slovakia),13th July 1935

Eva: Nove Zamky (Slovakia), 1936


Where else did he/she live?

	Agi: Ruzomberok (Slovakia), Bratislava (Slovakia)

Eva: Iza (Slovakia)


Is he/she Jewish?

	Agi: Yes

Eva: No


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Agi: Slovak

Eva: Slovak


His/her educational level?

	Agi: Finished textile tech school in Ruzomberk
Eva: Graduated from medical school


Occupation?

	Agi: Works for the Slovak National Museum
Eva: doctor


Where and when did he/she die?

	Agi: still alive

Eva: still alive


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Agi: no siblings
Eva: N/A


Children

Their names?

	Tatjana

Alexandra

Ladislav


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Tatjana: Yes/Yes

Alexandra: No/No

Ladislav: No/No


Where and when were they born?

	Tatjana: Bratislava (Slovakia), 1964

Alexandra: Komarno (Slovakia), 1970s

Ladislav: Komarno (Slovakia), 1970s


Where else did they live?

	Tatjana: -

Alexandra: Bratislava (Slovakia)

Ladislav: Bratislava (Slovakia)


Their educational level?

	Tatjana: graduated from high school
Alexandra: graduated from chemistry at Technical University in Bratislava
Ladislav: graduated from medicine at Comenius University in Bratislava


Their occupations?

	Tatjana: Office clerk

Alexandra: N/A

Ladislav: Doctor


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Tatjana: one child

Alexandra: Laura (f)

Ladislav: Tomas (m)



His name?

	Alexander Urban


Where and when was he born?

	Piestany (Slovakia), 22nd November 1901


Where else did he live?

	Alexandria (Egypt)

Schafhausen (Switzerland)

Vienna (Austria)


Where and when did he die?

	Piestany (Slovakia), 30th March 1984


What sort of education did he have?

	Business academy in Vienna (Austria)

Diplomatic school in Schafhausen (Switzerland)


What sort of work did he do?

	He owned a textile store that he took over from his father.


How religious was he? 

	The whole family on my father's side was religious. On Friday they attended synagogue, and observed all holidays. They'd take poultry to be slaughtered to the shachter. Bread we'd take to the Jewish baker. The bakery was by the old, Orthodox synagogue. There they also baked matzot for Passover


What was his mother tongue? 

	German or Hungarian


Army service: which army and what years?

	Czechoslovak Army


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Emanuel Urban (m)


	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/?, Piestany (Slovakia), died of tuberculosis in childhood
	-
	Single
	Childless
	My father's entire family was religious

	Eugen (Jeno) Urban (m)


	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/died in the Holocaust
	Was the owner of Kohlengrüben Urban, located in Bratislava
	Janka (Jeany) Urban, b. Zlaté Moravce/ died in the Holocaust
	Robert (m), graduated from law
	My father's entire family was religious

	Rudolf (Rudi) Urban (m)


	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/died in the Holocaust
	N/A
	N/A
	Tibor (m), lived in Ramat Gan (Israel) and Australia, owned a large tailoring business
Imrich (Imre) (m), colonel in the Israeli army, towards the end of his life moved from Israel to Australia 
	My father's entire family was religious

	Julius Urban (m)


	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/died after WW2 in Paris (France)
	N/A
	N/A
	Terezia (f), lived in Paris (France)
	My father's entire family was religious

	Tibor Urban (m)


	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/died after WW2, buried at the Jewish cemetery in Budapest
	Owned a textile store in Samorin (Slovakia)
	N/A
	N/A
	My father's entire family was religious

	Johana (Hana) Lichtensteinova (nee Urban) (f)
	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/died in the Holocaust
	member of Piestany town council
	Erno [Ernest] Lichtenstein, superintendent of a large farm belonging to Count Erdody in the town of Rakovice
	Leo Liska (changed from Lichtenstein) (m), graduated from medical school in Prague, where he worked as a doctor all his life
	My father's entire family was religious

	Helena (Ilus) Quittner (nee Urban) (f)


	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/died in the Holocaust
	Owned a restaurant named Kominár
	Ignac Quitter, owned a lumber and construction material store, died in Piestany (Slovakia) before WW2
	Childless
	My father's entire family was religious

	Sidonia (Sidka) Sohnenfeldova (nee Urban) (f)
	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/died in the Holocaust 
	Housewife
	Sohnenfeld, traveling salesman, died in the Holocaust
	Ludevit (Lulo, Louis) Urban (changed from Sohnenfeld) (m), civil engineer, died in Paris (France) in 2006
	My father's entire family was religious

	Jozefina (Jozka) Deutschova (nee Urban) (f)
	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/died in the Holocaust
	Housewife
	Julius (Gyula) Deutsch, died in the Holocaust
	Childless
	My father's entire family was religious

	Gizela (Gizi) Klinger (nee Urban) (f)
	Piestany (Slovakia), ?/ died after WW2 in Paris (France) 
	Housewife
	Klinger, watchmaker, died after WW2 in Budapest (Hungary
	Maria (f), lived in Paris (France)
	My father's entire family was religious


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	In jail: Bratislava (Slovakia), 1942

Had a presidential exception from 1942 – 1944 

In hiding: near Piestany (Slovakia), 1944

In jail: Piestany (Slovakia), 1944

Labor camp: Sered (Slovakia), 1944

Concentration camp: Sachsenhausen (Germany), 1944 – 1945. Escaped. Joined the English army, where the worked as an interpreter until the end of the war.


If he survived, what did he do after?

	After the war, my father opened his store again in a relatively short time, and began selling. With the advent of the Communists, he became a capitalist, and so he couldn't find work. At first he worked as a driver's assistant in this still half-private company that specialized in medical equipment. Later it turned into Chirana [Chirana Piestany a.s. was founded in 1962 – Editor's note]. He worked for a department that specialized in the repair of old medical equipment. He worked there for several years as a driver's assistant. Then when they set up a central collection point for equipment repairs, he became the head. He gradually got better and better at it, and worked there for practically the rest of his life.



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Sigmund Urban


Where and when was he born?

	Piestany (Slovakia), 1858


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	Piestany (Slovakia), 1931


What sort of education did he have?

	N/A


What sort of work did he do?

	Owned a textile store


How religious was he?  

	The entire Urban family followed religious regulations


What was his mother tongue? 

	Probably German


Army service: which army and what years?

	N/A


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

He had several siblings. I however never met them. One of his brothers lived in Alexandria (Egypt)

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before


If he survived what did he do after?

	-



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Terezia Urban (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	Place unknown, 1863


Where else did she live?

	Piestany (Slovakia)


Where and when did she die?

	Piestany (Slovakia), 1925


What sort of education did she have?

	N/A


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	Observed traditions and led a kosher household


What was her mother tongue? 

	N/A


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

N/A

Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before


If she survived what did she do after?

	-



Her name?

	Alzbeta Urban (nee Grünfeld)


Where and when was she born?

	Trnava (Slovakia), 1913


Where else did she live?

	Piestany (Slovakia), 1931 - 1942


Where and when did she die?

	Majdanek (Poland), 1942


What sort of education did she have?

	N/A


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	My mother was from a family that was less religious than my father's. But after their wedding she led a kosher household and customs and traditions were upheld in our family.


What was her mother tongue? 

	German and Hungarian


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

I don't know how many siblings she had. We knew only one of her brothers. He appeared at our place after World War II. It was a very hectic time. I can't even tell you anything more about him.Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto: Zilina (Slovakia), 1942

Concentration camp: Majdanek (Poland), 1942


If she survived, what did she do after?

	-



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Bernat Grünfeld


Where and when was he born?

	N/A


Where else did he live?

	Trnava (Slovakia)


Where and when did he die? 

	Majdanek (Poland), 1942


What sort of education did he have?

	N/A


What sort of work did he do?

	Owned the Zeleny strom [The Green Tree] pub in Trnava.


How religious was he?  

	N/A


What was his mother tongue? 

	N/A


Army service: which army and what years?

	N/A


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

N/A

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto: Zilina (Slovakia), 1942

Concentration camp: Majdanek (Poland), 1942


If he survived what did he do after?

	-



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	? Grünfeld (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	N/A


Where else did she live?

	Trnava (Slovakia)


Where and when did she die?

	Majdanek (Poland), 1942


What sort of education did she have?

	N/A


What sort of work did she do?

	N/A


How religious was she?  

	N/A


What was her mother tongue? 

	N/A


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

N/A

Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto: Zilina (Slovakia), 1942

Concentration camp: Majdanek (Poland), 1942


If she survived what did she do after?

	-
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