




Full name

Nissim Mihael Kohen

Where and when were you born?

Sofia, 1924

Where else did you live?

Dupnitsa (during the internment)

Your educational level?

Graduated from the Chemical Technological Institute in Sofia

What sort of work do/did you do?

Stind glass factory, enamel factory producing dishes,

engineer-chemist in the Institute on Glass and Ceramics, 

Design Company and 'Promproekt'

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

‘My family observed the Jewish traditions – Sabbath, kosher, the Jewish holidays – Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Chanukkah…’

What is your mother tongue?

Ladino

What other languages do you speak?

Ivrit 

If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

Volunteer in the Bulgarian Army in 1944-1945

Where were you during the Holocaust?

Interned to Dupnitsa

Labor camp near Lovech

What did you do after the Holocaust?

Worker in Stind factory

Siblings

Their names

Leon Mihael Kohen

Albert Mihael Kohen

Sofi Mihael Komfort (nee Kohen)

Where and when were they born?

Leon: Sofia, 1927

Albert: Sofia, 1927

Sofi: Sofia, 1937

What is their mother tongue?

Ladino

Their educational level?

Sofi: university, Pedagogical Institute in Sofia

Leon and Albert: N/A

Their occupations?

Sofi: teacher in maths and chemistry 

Leon and Albert: N/A

Where do/did they live? 

Sofia

Where else did they live?

Sofi: in Dupnitsa during the internment 

Do they have children?

Sofi: two children, Nichko Rahamim Komfort (m) and Mihaela Rahamim Komfort (f)

Where and when did they die?

Leon: Sofia, 1933

Albert: Sofia, 1934

Sofi: Sofia, 1998

Spouse

Name?

Sofia Yosif Kohen (nee Levi) 

Where and when was he/she born?

Ferdinand (now Montana), 1928

Where else did he/she live?

Stara Zagora during the internment



Is he/she Jewish?

Yes

What is his/her mother tongue?

Bulgarian

His/her educational level?

Higher technical education – machine engineer



Occupation?

Machine engineer

Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

A sister:

Lili Yosif Djinovska (nee Levi), a medical lab worker in Sofia, left for Israel

Husband – a doctor, Todor Djinovski; one child – Emil Todorov Djinovski

Children

Their names?

Rina Nissim Kohen

Jana Nissim Geron (nee Kohen)

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

Yes

Where and when were they born?

Rina: Sofia, 1956

Jana: Sofia, 1959

Where else did they live?

-

Their educational level?

Rina: secondary technical school

Jana: a degree in economy

Their occupations?

Rina: accountant

Jana: statistician

How many grandchildren do you have?

Jana: two grandsons: Emil and Mihael


His name?

Mihael Nissim Kohen

Where and when was he born?

Sofia, 1891

Where else did he live?

Dupnitsa (during the internment)


Where and when did he die?

Sofia, 1965

What sort of education did he have?

Primary school 

What sort of work did he do?

A tinsman, sold coal, street vendor

How religious was he? 

He observed the Jewish traditions – Sabbath, kosher, the holidays - Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Chanukkah 

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: which army and what years?

Bulgarian Army – 1910-1921, fought in the First Balkan War (1912-1913) and World War I, held captive by the French in Salonika (Greece) 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Eliyah Nissim Kohen (m)


 Sofia, 1881 – Sofia, 1945
Shoe maker
?
Mindusha Yonto Haim (nee Kohen)

b. in Sofia, 1920, housewife, left for Israel

Moshe Eliyah Kohen, b. in Sofia, 1912 – Israel, 1960s

Sofka Yuda Lazar (nee Kohen), b. in Sofia, 1916 – Israel, 1996

Hemda Fershon Eshkenazi (nee Kohen) – b. in Sofia, 1920 – Israel, 1999




Rafael Nissim Kohen (m)


Sofia, 1883 – Israel, 1960 
Cobbler
Buka-Miriam Kohen (nee Toledo), b. in Provadia, housewife 


Buka Rafael Kohen, b. in Sofia, 1911 – Israel, 1960, confectioner

Simanto Rafael Kohen, b. in Sofia, 1913, street vendor, lives in Israel.

Nissim Rafael Kohen, b. in Sofia, 1917 – 1990s, Israel, technician 

Elazar Rafael Kohen, b. in Sofia, 1920, machine technician, left for Israel

Milka Rafael Kohen, b. in Sofia, 1926, left for Israel


Azarya Rafael Kohen (m)


1887, Sofia – 1970s, Israel
Leather worker
Buka Konfino, born in Shumen, housewife
Hemda Avram Boni (nee Kohen), 1920 – 1980s, teacher
No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Interned to Dupnitsa

If he survived, what did he do after?

-


Your paternal grandfather’s name?

Nissim Eliyah Kohen

Where and when was he born?

Sofia, 1860s

Where else did he live?

-

Where and when did he die? 

Sofia, 1933

What sort of education did he have?

None

What sort of work did he do?

Shoe maker

How religious was he?  

He observed the Jewish traditions

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

No information








Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Your paternal grandmother’s name?

Amada Nissim Kohen (nee Arvam Kohen)

Where and when was she born? 

Sofia, 1860s

Where else did she live?

-

Where and when did she die?

Sofia, 1935

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?

She observed the Jewish rites and traditions

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Isak Avram Kohen

(m)
Sofia, 1860s

Sofia, 1940 
No information
No information
Berta and Yonatan Isak Kohen, b. in Sofia, left for Israel
no information

Ezra Avram Kohen

(m)
Sofia, 1860s

   - ?
No information
No information
Albert Ezra Kohen, born and lived in Sofia, director of the  Sofia Post Office 

Sofi, b. in Sofia, left for Israel, housewife 

Sara, b. in Sofia, left for Israel, housewife 

Samuel Ezra Kohen, b. in Sofia,  left for Israel

Mati (nee Kohen) b. in Sofia,  left for Israel

Rebeka, housewife,  left for Israel


Ester Konorti (nee Kohen) (f)


Born in  Sofia
Housewife
Konorti
Avram Konorti, lived in  Sofia

Mariyka Konorti, lived in Sofia

Mati Haim, left for Israel

Liza – left for Israel

Zhak – died on the front

Sofka
No information

Lazar Avram Kohen (m)


Born in Sofia, died on the front





Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Her name?

Sarina Kohen (nee Haravon)

Where and when was she born?

Kyustendil, 1897

Where else did she live?

Sofia, Dupnitsa during the internment



Where and when did she die?

Sofia, 1991

What sort of education did she have?

Primary school 

What sort of work did she do?

As a girl – a tobacco worker; 

Housewife

How religious was she?

She observed Sabbath and the Jewish holidays - Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, Chanukkah




What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

 Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Buko-Aron Yuda Haravon (m)


Kyustendil, 1885 – Sofia, 1953
Sold shoes
Matilda Haravon (nee Eshkenazi), born in Sofia
Bienvenida (Vidka) – Sofia, b. 1920 in Sofia, killed as a partisan in 1944

Liza Tsvetan Danki (nee Haravon), b. 1924 – Sofia, 1984


Chelebi Yuda Haravon (m)


Kyustendil, 1888 – 1938, Sofia
Tinsman, sold coal
Buka Haravon (nee Tadger), born in Sofia
Leon Haravon, b. in Sofia 1921 – killed in 1944 as a partisan

Sofi Mayer (nee Haravon), b. in Sofia, 1924, left for Israel

Nissim Haravon, b. 1931, lives in Israel


Mois Yuda 

Haravon (m)


Kyustendil, 1892 – Sofia, 1990 or 1991
In Bulgaria – merchant, in Israel - clerk
Roza Haravon (nee Katalan) born in Sofia
Leon Haravon, b. in Sofia, 1932, left for Israel, railway clerk

Gavriel Haravon, b. in Sofia 1935, furniture worker,  left for Israel




Isak Yuda 

Haravon (m)


Kyustendil, 1905  – Israel, 1988
Electrical technician
Matilda Haravon 

(nee Benaroya), born in Berkovitsa, teacher in Kyustendil 
Ida Isak Levi (nee Haravon), b. in Sofia, 1936, housewife in Israel

Yeuda Isak Haravon, b. in Sofia, 1941, electrical engineer in Israel 




Sofi Yuda 

Haravon (f)


Kyustendil, 1890s – Etropole, 1920s 
N/A
N/A
N/A 


Victoria Gershon Eshkenazi (nee Haravon) (f)
Kyustendil, 1903  – Israel, 1950s 
Housewife
Gershon Eshkenazi, born in Ruse, worker in an enamel factory 
No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

Interned to Dupnitsa

If she survived, what did he do after?

Housewife 


Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

Yuda Isak Haravon

Where and when was he born?

Kyustendil, 1860s

Where else did he live?

-

Where and when did he die? 

Kyustendil, 1938

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

Tinsman

How religious was he?  

He observed the Jewish traditions and holidays.


What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Reyna Lazarova (nee Haravon) (f)


b.in Kyustendil, 1860s 
Housewife
No information
Buka 

Yosif Haravon 

Matilda Alfandari

Regina Alkalay 
No information

Sara Lazarova (nee Haravon) (f) 


No information
No information
No information
Mati Shekerdjiiska

(nee Lazarova) 

Rahamim Lazar 
No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Your maternal grandmother’s name?

Bohora (Bienvenida) Haravon (nee Kohen)

Where and when was she born?

Kyustendil, 1870s

Where else did she live?

-

Where and when did she die?

Sofia, 1938

What sort of education did she have?

None

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?  

She observed the Jewish traditions

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Yosif Kohen (m)
Kyustendil, 1870s - Sofia, 1930s
No information
Mazal Kohen
Isak Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel

Naim Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel

Bela Leonova (nee Kohen), lived in Kyustendil

Rashel Mercado (nee Kohen), left for Israel

Banyamin Kohen, lived in Sofia

Klara
No information

Rahamim Kohen (m)


Born and lived in Kyustendil, ? – 1940s
Merchant
Rashel Kohen, born in Shumen
Buko-Izidor Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel

Maxim Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel

Albert Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel,
No information

Shimon Kohen 

(m)


Died before WWI
Merchant
Sultana Kohen, lived in Sofia 
Vita Konfort (nee Kohen), lived in Kyustendil

Zhak Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel

Rahamim Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel

Tanya Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel

Nissim Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel 

Kalina Kohen, born in Kyustendil, left for Israel
No information

Nissim Kohen (m)
Born in Kyustendil, died in WWI
No information
No information
Malvina, left for Israel
No information

Chelebi Kohen (m)
Born in Kyustendil ? – 1935, Sofia
No information
Rashel Kohen, born in Soifa
Buko Israel-Kohen, b. in Kyustendil, 1914 – Sofia, 1981

Yosif Kohen, ?-?, left for Israel

Fermoza Kohen, ?-?, left for Israel
No information

Mois Kohen (m)
Born in Kyustendil
No information
Roza Kohen, born in Shumen
Albert, Jyuli and Rivka – 

left for Israel
No information

If she survived, what did he do after?

Died before  

Father 





Mihael Nissim Kohen


1891 - 1965





Mother 





Sarina Mihael Kohen


(nee Haravon)


1897 - 1991





Paternal grandfather 





Nissim Eliyah  Kohen


1860s - 1933








Paternal grandmother 





Amada Nissim Kohen


(nee Avram Kohen) 


1860s - 1935





Maternal grandfather





Yuda Isak Haravon


1860s - 1938








Maternal grandmother





Bohora (Bienvenida)


Haravon


(nee Kohen)


1870s - 1938





Children 





Rina Nissim Kohen 


b. 1956


Jana Nissim Geron


(nee Kohen)


b. 1959











Siblings 





Leon Mihael Kohen


1927 – 1933


Albert Mihael Kohen


1929 – 1934


Sofi Mihael Komfort (nee Kohen)


1937 - 1998








Family Tree








Interviewee 





Nissim Mihael Kohen


b. 1924





Spouse





Sofia Yosif Kohen


(nee Levi)


b.1928





The interviewee and his family





Father





Paternal grandfather





Paternal grandmother





Mother 





Maternal grandfather





Maternal grandmother
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