




Full name

Bitoush Yuda Behar

Where and when were you born?

Plovdiv, 2nd August 1930

Where else did you live?

Sofia 

Your educational level?

Higher education at the Institute of Mining and Geology, Sofia

What sort of work do/did you do?

1940-1943- an apprentice shoemaker 1945-1950- locksmith 1957 – 1967 a mining engineer at Gorubso 
1967- 1990 – head of the instruments department at ‘Elprom’ works – Plovdiv; I retired in 1980 but kept on working as a locksmith pattern-maker at the same works for ten more years. 

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

My grandfather used to be religious, my grandmother, too, but my father was an atheist. I am not a believer myself but we keep the rituals on the Jewish holidays.

What is your mother tongue?

Spaniel [Ladino] 

What other languages do you speak?

-

If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

- 

Where were you during the Holocaust?

Plovdiv 

What did you do after the Holocaust?

I started work and I started studying at the institute.

Siblings

Their names

Samuil Yuda Behar (m)

Victoria Tadzher (nee Behar) (f)

Where and when were they born?

Samuil: 25th January 1925

Victoria: 19th October 1937

What is their mother tongue?

Bulgarian, Ladino

Their educational level?

Samuil: a university degree in Chemistry

Victoria: a vocational education of Technology

Their occupations?

Samuil: a director of ‘Drouzhba’ works in Plovdiv, a secretary of the 2nd region in Plovdiv

Victoria: a worker, human resources, head of shop at the works, a secretary at ‘Shalom’ Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria for 20 years 

Where do/did they live? 

Samuil: Plovdiv

Victoria: Sofia

Where else did they live?

Victoria: Plovdiv 



Do they have children?

Samuil is married to Maria (a Bulgarian). They have two children – Lily and Zhoudi. Lily has a daughter – Maria and Zhoudi has a son – Samuil.

Victoria is married to Solomon Tadzher. She has a daughter – Ely and two grandchildren – Bozhidar – a technical manager on building sites – and Monica – a student.

Where and when did they die?

Samuil: Plovdiv, 1974

Spouse

Name? 

Yovka Behar (nee Zlatanova)

Where and when was he/she born?

The village of Borets, Plovdiv region, 6th July 1934 

Where else did he/she live?

Plovdiv 

Is he/she Jewish?

No 

What is his/her mother tongue?

Bulgarian 

His/her educational level?

Secondary school 

Occupation?

A worker

Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

A sister – Bozhana Zlatanova – and a brother – Ivan Zlatanov – who died

Children

Their names?

Liza Kuncheva (nee Behar) 


Dora Spasova (nee Behar) 



Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

Yes, they were brought up as Jews because they grew up with their granny and, on the other hand, we didn’t put any restrictions.

Where and when were they born?

They were both born in Plovdiv on one and the same day – 13th February 1956 – identical twins.

Where else did they live?

Liza: Elad (Israel)
Dora: Plovdiv

Their educational level?

Liza: a college education – she graduated as a sanitary inspector who checks the quality and the expiry dates of the food sold in the shops.

Dora: a secondary vocational education of technology.

Their occupations?

Liza: works at a hotel in Israel

Dora: a beautician

How many grandchildren do you have?

From her first marriage to Svetlozar Zhelyazkov Liza has a son – Branimir. From her second marriage to Tsenko Kunchev she has a daughter – Vanya.

Dora is married to the sportsman Georgi Spasov and they have two children – Nikolay and Iva.


His name?

Yuda Samuil Behar

Where and when was he born?

Plovdiv, 28th February 1896

Where else did he live?

Plovdiv 

Where and when did he die?

Plovdiv, 1959

What sort of education did he have?

Primary school to 4th grade

What sort of work did he do?

A printer, an operator of a print pressing machine

How religious was he? 

He was an atheist but we kept the rituals at home

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino 

Army service: which army and what years?

World War I (1914-1918) – he was wounded in it

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Name
place and date of birth/death
Occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Bouka Gershon (nee Behar) (f) 


Plovdiv, ?-? 

Left for Israel in 1948.
A housewife
Married to Isak Gershon
She has a daughter – Zhanti Gershon
Religious; they observed the rituals

Nisim Behar 


Plovdiv, ?-? 

Left for Israel in 1948. He is believed to have died some time in the 1960s.
A merchant
Married to Bouka
Rashka, Ester, Zelma
Religious, they observed the rituals

Sofi Bidzherano (nee Behar) (f)


Plovdiv, ?-?

Left for Israel in 1948.
A housewife
Married to Avram Bidzherano
A son – Leon
Religious, they observed the rituals

Rebeka Vagenshtain 

(nee Behar) (f)  


Plovdiv, ?-? 

She also lived in Sofia
A housewife
Raymond Vagenshtain – a tinsmith
Two sons – Anzhel and Emil
Religious, they observed the rituals

Stella Ezra (nee Behar) (f) 


Plovdiv, ?-? 

She has been living in Paris since 1928
A housewife
Zhak Ezra
Robert and Odil
No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Gorno Voroshilovo, Pazardzhik region



If he survived, what did he do after? 

A printer, an operator of a print pressing machine


Your paternal grandfather’s name?

Sinyor Samuil Behar

Where and when was he born?

 Plovdiv, date unknown 



Where else did he live?

No information

Where and when did he die? 

Plovdiv, 1936

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

No information

How religious was he?  

No information

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino 

Army service: which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name
Place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

No information








Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Your paternal grandmother’s name?

Rahel Behar (nee Kovo) 

Where and when was she born? 

Plovdiv, date unknown 

20 years before the Russian-Turkish war

Where else did she live?

-

Where and when did she die?

Plovdiv, 1956

What sort of education did she have?

No education 

What sort of work did she do?

A housewife

How religious was she?

Religious 

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

No information








Where was she during the Holocaust?

Plovdiv 

If she survived, what did she do after?

A housewife  


Her name?

Liza Samuil Behar (nee Presiado Benatov)

Where and when was she born?

Sofia, 23rd January 1900

Where else did she live?

Plovdiv, 1978

Where and when did she die?

Primary, obtained at the Jewish school

What sort of education did she have?

A housewife

What sort of work did she do?

Kept the rituals, attended the synagogue

How religious was she?

Ladino 

What was her mother tongue? his brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Haim Presiado Benatov
?-?

Has lived in Israel since 1948
No information
Roza – a Jew
Bela, Lily
Kept the rituals and attended the synagogue on holidays

Bela ? (nee Presiado Benatov) (f)
Died while giving birth – no information when
A housewife
No information
No information
No information

Yosif Presiado Benatov (m)
?-?

Has lived in Israel since 1948.
Electricity technician
Radka – a Bulgarian
N/A
They were religious – attended the synagogue on holidays and kept the rituals

Mati Nafousi (nee Presiado Benatov) (f)
?-?

She remained in  Bulgaria and lives in Sofia.
No information 
Rahamim Nafousi – a Jew
Solomon, Rahel
They were religious – attended the synagogue on holidays and kept the rituals

Lazar Presiado Benatov (m)

Nemka Melamed (nee Presiado Benatov) (f)
No information about the dates of birth and death. Has lived in Israel since 1948.

?-?

Has lived in Israel since 1948.
An instructor

A housewife 
Shenka – 

a Jew

Yosif Melamed – a Jew 
Tora, Yuda

Lily, Ziko
They were religious – attended the synagogue on holidays and kept the rituals

They were religious – attended the synagogue on holidays and kept the rituals



Where was she during the Holocaust?

Plovdiv 



If she survived, what did she do after?

A housewife


Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

Presiado Benatov

Where and when was he born?

No information 

Where else did he live?

No information

Where and when did he die? 

Plovdiv, 1943

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

No information

How religious was he?  

Religious, he kept all the rituals; regularly attended the synagogue on holidays and Fridays.

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino 

Army service: which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

No information 






Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Your maternal grandmother’s name?

Vintoura Benatov (nee ?) 

Where and when was she born?

Sofia, date unknown

Where else did she live?

Sofia 

Where and when did she die?

Sofia, 1940

What sort of education did she have?

No information

How religious was she?  

No information

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

No information






Where was she during the Holocaust?

No information

Father


Yuda Samuil Behar 


1896-1959





     





Liza Samuil Behar 


(nee Presiado Benatov)


1900- 1978





Paternal grandfather





Sinyor Samuil Behar  


  ?-1936			








Paternal grandmother





Rahel Behar Kovo 


(nee Behar)  
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Maternal grandfather 


Presiado Benatov 


? – 1943








Maternal grandmother Vintoura Benatov (nee ?) 
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Children
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Both born in 1957 
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