





Full name

	Aron Nissim Alkalai


Where and when were you born?

	Dupnitsa, 1921


Where else did you live?

	-


Your educational level?

	A three-year vocational school after junior high school – shoe making




What sort of work do/did you do?

	Cobbler and worker


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	‘My family was not religious. We gathered at the high Jewish holidays. We seldom went to the synagogue.’


What is your mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


What other languages do you speak?

	Ladino


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	-


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Jewish labor groups:
1942-1943 – Tran gorge

1943 - Dupnitsa


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Shoe making 


Siblings

Their names

	Rafael Nissim Alkalai
Riri Nissim Kalo (nee Alkalai)


Where and when were they born?

	Rafael: Dupnitsa, 1923

Riri: Dupnitsa, 1928


What is their mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


Their educational level?

	Rafael: a secondary education in a high school in Dupnitsa and a technical school in optics in Sofia
Riri: a college education in Dupnitsa in the Pedagogical Institute


Their occupations?

	Rafael: an optician

Riri: a teacher


Where do/did they live? 

	Rafael: Sofia

Riri: Sofia


Where else did they live?

	-


Do they have children?

	Rafael: Regina (f)
Riri: Niko (m) and Eliza (f)


Spouse

Name?

	Ida Alkalai (nee Shekerdjiiska)




Where and when was he/she born?

	Dupnitsa, 1923


Where else did he/she live?

	-


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Ladino


His/her educational level?

	Secondary education in the vocational school, Dupnitsa


Occupation?

	Tailor


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	A brother – Josko Shekerdjiiski, born in Dupnitsa, worked in the shoe factory in Dupnitsa, left for Israel; wife Olga and two children – Zhak (m) and Madlena (f)


Children

Their names?

	Nissim Aron Alkalai

Zhak Aron Alkalai


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	They identify themselves as Jews but they were not raised as Jews. 


Where and when were they born?

	Nissim: Dupnitsa, 1946

Zhak: Dupnitsa, 1951


Where else did they live?

	Nissim: Bat Yam (Israel) 

Zhak: Bat Yam (Israel) 



Their educational level?

	Nissim: a secondary technical school
Zhak: a college education in the Pedagogical Institute


Their occupations?

	Nissim: a telephone technician

Zhak: a teacher


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Four grandchildren: Aron (m), Kristina (f), Ronit (m) and Suzana (f)



His name?

	Nissim Avram Alkalai


Where and when was he born?

	Kyustendil, 1893


Where else did he live?

	Dupnitsa


Where and when did he die?

	Dupnitsa, 1967


What sort of education did he have?

	A trade junior high school in Kyustendil


What sort of work did he do?

	A cashier in the bank 'Brotherhood', director in an industrial company




How religious was he? 

	‘He was not religious. He very rarely went to the synagogue.’ 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	He served in the Bulgarian army during the Balkan War (1912) and World War I – from 1912 until 1919. He has a cross of valor.


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Kalina Leonova (nee Alkalai)


	Born in Kyustendil, 1890s, died in Israel


	 housewife 
	Sami Leonov, born in Dupnitsa, worked in a trade company, died in Israel


	Leon Leonov (m), lives in Israel;

Beka Leonova (f), lives in Israel


	no information

	Rashel Alkalai
	Born in Kyustendil, lived in Kyustendil
	 housewife
	single
	no children 
	

	Sara Hazdai (nee Alkalai)
	Born in Kyustendil, lived in Dupnitsa
	 housewife
	Yosif Hazdai, born in Dupnitsa


	Leon Hazdai (m), 

Aron Hazdai (m),

Hertsel Hazdai (m) – lives in Dupnitsa.


	no information

	Vita Isakova (nee Alkalai)
	Born in Kyustendil
	housewife
	Leon Isakov, born in Dupnitsa


	Lida Isakova (f) – a doctor in Israel
	no information

	Mois Alkalai
	Born in Kyustendil, lived in Sofia
	 teacher, a trainmaster
	Sofi Alkalai, born in Sofia
	Bela (f) – a teacher in Sofia,

Berto Alkalai (m) – a financier in Sofia

 
	no information

	Leon Alkalai
	Born in Kyustendil, lived in Kyustendil
	 tailor of ladies'  clothes
	Julie Alkalai, born in Kyustendil, a seamstress 
	Zelma (f) – lives in  Israel,

Aron Alkalai (m) – a painter in Israel
	no information

	Solomon Alkalai
	Born in Kyustendil, immigrated to France
	 a carpenter
	single
	children
	no information

	Azarya Alkalai
	Born in Kyustendil, lives in Israel
	 a watchmaker
	Sara, born in Sofia
	Ancho Alkalai (m) and Beka (f) – live in Israel
	no information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Dupnitsa


If he survived, what did he do after?

	An owner of a small retail shop, a clerk



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Avram Alkalai


Where and when was he born?

	Kyustendil, date unknown 


Where else did he live?

	Dupnitsa


Where and when did he die? 

	Dupnitsa, 1940


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	He had an oven used to bake prunes, which he sold. 


How religious was he?  

	‘He always observed the Jewish holidays. He did not go often to the synagogue.’


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Rivka Alkalai (nee?)


Where and when was she born? 

	Kyustendil, date unknown


Where else did she live?

	Dupnitsa


Where and when did she die?

	Dupnitsa, 1930s


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	‘She organised the celebrations on the Jewish holidays and she observed Sabbath.’ 




What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Plovdiv



Her name?

	Regina Alkalai (nee Lazar)


Where and when was she born?

	Kyustendil, 1893


Where else did she live?

	Dupnitsa


Where and when did she die?

	Dupnitsa, 1971


What sort of education did she have?

	Secondary school 




What sort of work did she do?

	Before she married - a teacher in the Jewish school in Kyustendil 
After her marriage - a housewife


How religious was she?

	‘She did the preparations for the holidays. She seldom went to the synagogue. She observed Sabbath and kosher.’ 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Yosif Lazar


	Born in Kyustendil, lived in Plovdiv
	 lawyer
	Rashel, born in Plovdiv
	Reni (f) and Moni Lazar (m) – live in Israel
	no information

	Buka Konorti (nee Lazar)


	Born in Kyustendil, lived in Sofia
	 housewife
	no information
	Izidor (m) and Albert (m) – lived in Israel
	No information



	Matilda ? (nee Lazar)
	Born in Kyustendil, lived in Dupnitsa
	 housewife
	Konorti ?

a tailor
	Josef (m),

Adela (f),

Vita (f),

Rafael (m) – left for Israel
	no information

	David Lazar
	Born and lived in Kyustendil
	a merchant
	Rebeka a housewife
	no information
	no information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Dupnitsa


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Housewife



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Rafael Lazar


Where and when was he born?

	Kyustendil, date unknown


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	Kyustendil, date unknown


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant


How religious was he?  

	‘I have heard that he observed the Jewish traditions.’


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Vinucha Lazar (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Kyustendil, date unknown 


Where else did she live?

	Dupnitsa


Where and when did she die?

	Dupnitsa, date unknown


What sort of education did she have?

	Primary school 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before
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