




Full name

Reyna Buko Lidgi

Where and when were you born?

Sofia, 16th March 1929

Where else did you live?

In Vidin – during the internment

Your educational level?

University degree in Russian Philology

What sort of work do/did you do?

A teacher in Russian at the Jewish School of Technology (JSC), a translator at the Union of the Bulgarian-Soviet Societies, a teacher in Russian at the State Academy of Music.

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

‘Most religious was my grandfather Isak Beniesh. He went to the synagogue regularly, kept all the rituals. My mother wasn’t religious to the same degree but went to the synagogue regularly on certain high holidays. My father wasn’t religious.’

What is your mother tongue?

Bulgarian  

What other languages do you speak?

Russian, Spanish, Italian, Polish, French 

If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

None

Where were you during the Holocaust?

In Vidin, May 1943 – September 1944

What did you do after the Holocaust?

A teacher and a translator 

Siblings

Their names

None 



Spouse
Name? 

None 



Children

Their names?

None  




His name?

Buko Aaron Lidgi

Where and when was he born?

Vidin, 29th March 1892

Where else did he live?

Austria and Switzerland 

Where and when did he die?

Sofia, 19th February 1941

What sort of education did he have?

Higher education of commerce, obtained in Austria 

What sort of work did he do?

Expert-accountant at ‘Fayon’ tannery

How religious was he? 

He wasn’t religious

What was his mother tongue? 

Bulgarian 

Army service: which army and what years?

None 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Rashel Pinkas (nee Lidgi) (f) 


Vidin, 1906, died in Israel, no information when
Housewife
Haim Pinkas – a Jew, died in a car accident, no information when
Sarah Pinkas (f) 1937
Reyna Pinkas (f) 1940
They are alive and live in Israel
No information about how religious they were

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Your paternal grandfather’s name?

Aaron Lidgi

Where and when was he born?

No information 



Where else did he live?

No information

Where and when did he die? 

Bregovo village, 1928 

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

Middleman of grain crops

How religious was he?  
No information

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.
Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

He had three sisters but there is neither information about their names nor biographical details.







Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before    


Your paternal grandmother’s name?

Reyna Lidgi (nee Kohen)

Where and when was she born? 

Place unknown, 1868 

Where else did she live?

Vidin and Bregovo village

Where and when did she die?

Sofia, 1937

What sort of education did she have?

She was not educated

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife 

How religious was she?

No information

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino, Romanian and Turkish 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters
Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

No information







Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Her name?

Elvira Isak Lidgi (nee Beniesh)

Where and when was she born?

Vidin 

Where else did she live?

Vidin, Ferdinand (today Montana), Sofia

Where and when did she die?

Sofia, 23rd November 1990

What sort of education did she have?

College education. She studied at a Free University, but she didn’t graduate.

What sort of work did she do?
An insurance agent at the State Insurance Company (SIC), collector at the Electricity company.

How religious was she?

‘She believed in a force outside us and kept the religious rituals, visited the synagogue on high holidays, regularly kept Yom Kippur’.



What was her mother tongue? 

Bulgarian 

 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
Biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Mois Isak Beniesh (m) 


Ferdinand (today Montana), 29th May 1907; died in Sofia on 6th May 1976. 
Theater director
Rebecca Nisim Beniseh – a Jew. Born in the town of Ferdinand on 13th September 1909; a clerk.
Maya Kuzmanova (nee Beniesh) (f) Sofia, 25th May 1952. Works as an editor at the Bulgarian National Radio.
They are atheists but keep and celebrate the Jewish high holidays.

Nisim Isak Beniesh (m)


Sliven, 1910, and died on 15th October 1948.
Creator of the Bulgarian overlogue machine.
Milka Beniesh (f), born in 1906 and died in 1959 in Sofia; a housewife.
Sarah Nisim Beniesh (f), born on 13th February 1929, no data if she is still alive.

Isak Nisim Beniesh (m), 1932, moved to Israel in 1948; now he lives in Germany.
They were not religious but kept the Jewish holidays.

Sarika Isak Beniesh (f)

She is a daughter from the second marriage of Isak Beniesh with mother Dzhamila. No data when she was born. She  lives in Israel. 
No information
No information
No information
Religious

Clara Isak Beniesh (f)


A daughter from the second marriage of Isak to Dzhamila. She lives in a kibbutz in Israel.
No information
No information
No information
No information

Solomon Isak Beniesh (m)


A son from the second marriage of Isak to Dzhamila. No information 
No information
No information
No information
No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Vidin

If she survived, what did she do after?

She worked as an insurance agent at SIC.


Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

Isak Moshe Beniesh

Where and when was he born?

Ruse, 1863

 

Where else did he live?

Ruse, Vidin

Where and when did he die? 

Place unknown, 21st June 1939

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

A commissioner

How religious was he?  

‘Religious, kept all the rituals, regularly visited the synagogue on holidays and on Fridays.’

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino 

Army service: which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.
The information is scarce

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Tiahana Beniesh (f)

No information
No information
No information
No information
No information 

Tiamazal Beniesh (f)
No information
No information
No information

No information
No information

Samuel Beniesh (m)


No information
No information
No information
No information
No information

Mois Beniesh (m)


No information
No information
No information
No information
No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Your maternal grandmother’s name?

Sarah Beniesh (nee Eroham)
Dzhamila Beniesh (nee ?) – Elvira’s stepmother

Where and when was she born?

Sarah: Ruse, 1880 


Where else did she live?

Ruse 

Where and when did she die?

Ruse, 24th October 1918 



What sort of education did she have?

No information 

What sort of work did she do?

A housewife

How religious was she?  

‘Religious, kept the high holidays and went to the synagogue on Friday.’

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Solomon

(m)


No information
No information
No information
No information
No information

Eroham (m)


No information
No information
No information
No information
No information

David (m)


No information
No information
No information
No information
No information

Duda (f)
Ester  (f)

No information No information
No
information
No information No information 
No information
No information

Sulcha  (f)

No information
No information
No information
No information
No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before 

Spouse


None








Interviewee


Reyna Buko Lidgi


1929





Family Tree








Siblings





None





Maternal grandmother 


Sarah Beniesh


(nee Eroham)


1880-1918





Maternal grandfather 


Isak Beniesh


1863-1939











Paternal grandmother





Reyna Lidgi (nee Kohen)


1868 -1937





Mother





Elvira Lidgi (nee Beniesh)


1902-1990





Father





Buko Aaron Lidgi 


1892-1941





Paternal grandfather





Aaron Lidgi


?-1928








Children





None 
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