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Full name

	Aron Gavriel Ishakh


Where and when were you born?

	Ruse, 1922


Where else did you live?

	Isperih (1950-1953)


Your educational level?

	Secondary school 


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Before WWII:merchant, bookbinder

After WWII: various positions at the Ministry of Interior Affairs, head of the Housing Department in Ruse; head of the Administration Department of the City People’s Council in Ruse; Chief Specialist in the District Council in Ruse.




How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	We were not religious, but we observed the Jewish traditions by going to the synagogue on the holidays: Rosh Hashanah, Pesach, Purim, Sukkot, Chanukkah, Lag ba-Omer, Tu bi-Shevat.


What is your mother tongue?

	Ladino


What other languages do you speak?

	Bulgarian; Turkish


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	None


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	In Jewish forced labor camps: in the village of Mikre, Lovech region; ‘Sveti Vrach’; and in the village of Vesselinovo, Shumen region.



What did you do after the Holocaust?

	I worked to establish the authority of the Fatherland Front.


Siblings

Their names

	Solomon Gavriel Ishakh (Moni)

Rebecca Gavriel Levi (nee Ishakh) (Rifka)
Samuel Gavriel Ishakh (Sami) 


Where and when were they born?

	All of them were born in Ruse

Solomon: 1925 

Rebecca: 1928

Samuel: 1930


What is their mother tongue?

	Ladino 


Their educational level?

	All of them have primary education. 


Their occupations?

	Solomon: merchant

Rebecca: housewife

Samuel: turner


Where do/did they live? 

	All of them: Holon (today Israel) 



Where else did they live?

	Solomon: Sofia


Do they have children?

	Solomon: two sons

Rebecca: two daughters

Samuel: two daughters


Spouse

Name?

	Bela Menahem Ishakh (nee Alfandari)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Silistra, 24th August 1925 


Where else did he/she live?

	Ruse, Tutrakan


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Ladino 


His/her educational level?

	Elementary school 




Occupation?

	Hairdresser 


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	She has two sisters: Ester Alfandari and Victoria Markus. 
Ester lived in Sofia. In 1999 she moved to Israel. Now she lives in Rishon Le Zion. She is married to David Alfandari (their family names coincide, as they are distant relatives) who worked as a textile worker in Bulgaria. They are not religious. Their son Shimon Alfandari is a doctor. Now Ester and David are pensioners.

Victoria lived with her husband, Leon Markus, in Ruse. After he died in 2002, she moved to Israel to live with her son Avram Markus. They live in Kiryat Yam. They are also not religious.


Children

Their names?

	Sonia Aron Grigorova (nee Ishakh) (f)

Roza Aron Ishakh (f)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Yes


Where and when were they born?

	Both were born in Ruse.

Sonia: 1946

Roza: 1953


Where else did they live?

	-


Their educational level?

	Both finished secondary education: mechanical technical school ‘Yuriy Gagarin’ 


Their occupations?

	Sonia: rent collector for the ‘Shalom’ Organization’s properties. She also chairs the finance commission at ‘Shalom.’

Roza: statistician at the District Statistics Management


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Sonia: Aron. Lives in Ramat Gan (today Israel), graduated from college in trade and industry management, finishing his studies in engineering.

Roza: son Emil: great-grandson Victor (b. 1997), Emil’s son.



His name?

	Gavriel Samuel Ishakh


Where and when was he born?

	Tsaribrod (today Serbia), 1896


Where else did he live?

	Ruse, Israel


Where and when did he die?

	Israel, 1969


What sort of education did he have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did he do?

	Tinsmith 


How religious was he? 

	He was not very religious. He visited the Sephardi synagogue in Ruse only on the High Holidays.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Yako Ishakh (m) 


	No information
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Reyna ? 
(nee Ishakh) (f)


	No information
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Rashel ? 
(nee Ishakh) (f)


	No information
	-
	-
	-
	-


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	In Ruse


If he survived, what did he do after?

	Moved to Israel, worked as road maintenance worker



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Samuil Moshe Ishakh


Where and when was he born?

	Tsaribrod (today Serbia), date unknown   


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	Ruse, 1940


What sort of education did he have?

	Elementary school


What sort of work did he do?

	Tinsmith


How religious was he?  

	No information 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	Place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Luna Ishakh (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	Tsaribrod (today in Serbia), date unknown 


Where else did she live?

	Ruse


Where and when did she die?

	Ruse, 1941 


What sort of education did she have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	She was not religious. She visited the Sephardi Synagogue in Ruse only on the High Holidays.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Her name?

	Sofi Aron Ishakh (nee Ashkenazi)  


Where and when was she born?

	Ruse, date unknown 


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Ruse, 1942


What sort of education did she have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did she do?

	Seamstress


How religious was she?

	She was not very religious. She visited the Sephardi synagogue in Ruse only on the High Holidays.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Perla ? 
(nee Ashkenazi) (f)


	Died in Israel
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Rashel ? 
(nee Ashkenazi) (f)


	Died in Israel 
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Buka ? 
(nee Ashkenazi) (f)


	Died in Israel
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Regina ? 
(nee Ashkenazi) (f)


	Died in Israel
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Yako Ashkenazi (m) 


	Died in Israel
	-
	-
	-
	-


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Aron Ashkenazi


Where and when was he born?

	Ruse, date unknown 


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	No information


What sort of education did he have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did he do?

	Tailor (had his own dressmaking and tailoring studio)


How religious was he?  

	He was very religious. He attended the synagogue on Sabbath and on Jewish holidays. He also kept kosher. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	No information


If he survived what did he do after?

	No information



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Duda Ashkenazi (nee Alfandari) 


Where and when was she born?

	No information


Where else did she live?

	No information


Where and when did she die?

	No information


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	No information


How religious was she?  

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	No information


If she survived what did she do after?

	No information
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