




Full name

Mois Merkado Natan 

Where and when were you born?

Varna, 17th June 1925 

Where else did you live?

Ruse, Sofia, Prague (today Czech Republic)

Your educational level?
Graduated mechanical engineering from the Higher Technical School in Prague (today Czech Republic)

What sort of work do/did you do?

Intelligence officer at the State Security Services in Ruse: 1944 - 1945
engineer-in-chief in the Metal Cutting Machines Plant in Sofia: 1952 - 1955
senior engineer at the Institute for Rationalizations: 1955 - 1956

lecturer at the Military Academy in Sofia: 1956 - 1966
assistant lecturer at the Mechanical and Electro-Technical Institute in Sofia teacher at the Mechanical Engineering High School in Sofia: 1966 - 1982 

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

‘My parents respected the Jewish traditions – they observed kosher, but not Sabbath – because we had to work. However, they did close the shops on Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot. We would go to synagogue on every holiday.’

What is your mother tongue?

Bulgarian

What other languages do you speak?
Ivrit, French, Czech

If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

Bulgarian Army, 1944

Where were you during the Holocaust?

Ruse and in Pleven prison, convicted for illegal political activity

What did you do after the Holocaust?

Worked is several places and position. He has been a member of the Bulgarian Communist Party. 



Siblings

Their names

Avram Merkado Natan

Where and when were they born?

Ruse, 10th July 1929 

What is their mother tongue?

Bulgarian

Their educational level?

Graduated from Mechanical Electrotechnical University in Sofia as a mechanical engineer 

Their occupations?

Engineer designer at Machproekt, Chimmetalurgproekt and Vodproekt

Where do/did they live? 

Sofia

Where else did they live?

Ruse

Do they have children?

Daughter, Beka Natan

Son, Jozef Natan

Spouse

Name?

Yanka Prodanova Natan (nee Ovcharova) 

Where and when was he/she born?

Radnevo, 29th September 1925 

Where else did he/she live?

Plovdiv and Sofia

Is he/she Jewish?
not

What is his/her mother tongue?

Bulgarian

His/her educational level?

Finished high school 

Occupation?

Librarian at Institute for Rationalizations – Sofia 

Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

Two sisters: 
Irina ? (nee Prodanova), birth date unknown, died in 2003 – she has two daughters, the first one lives in Sofia, while the second – in Dimitrovgrad 
Donka Ovcharova (nee Prodanova) born in 1922, protestant, has a son 

Children

Their names?

Merkado Mois Natan 
Alfred Mois Natan

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

Jewish self-identification. They observed Jewish traditions on high Jewish holidays, but mainly it is the food they eat: matzah, boiled eggs etc.

Where and when were they born?

Merkado: Sofia, 27th September 1960 
Alfred: Sofia, 27th February 1963 

Where else did they live?

Alfred: Israel and Canada

Their educational level?

Merkado: Graduated from the Faculty of Law at Sofia University

Alfred: Finished high school

Their occupations?
Merkado: lawyer

Alfred: medical technician

How many grandchildren do you have?

Alfred: 

Linda Natan, (f) born on 8th February 1984 in Sofia
Eric Natan (m), born on 13th July 1994 in Toronto (today Canada)

Mark Natan (m), born on 20th June 1996 in Toronto, (today Canada)
Merkado:
Mois Natan (m), born on 11th March 1988 in Sofia



His name?

Merkado Mois Natan

Where and when was he born?

Varna, October 1893 

Where else did he live?

Ruse and Sofia

Where and when did he die?

Sofia, 15th September 1970 

What sort of education did he have?

Finished primary school 

What sort of work did he do?

Accountant and trader of haberdashery, household goods and shoes

How religious was he? 

‘Relatively religious. My parents respected the Jewish traditions – they observed kosher, but not Sabbath. However, they did close the shops on Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot. We would go to synagogue on every holiday.’

What was his mother tongue? 

Bulgarian

Army service: which army and what years?

Bulgarian army in 1917 (during WWI)

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Aron Mois Natan (m)

Died in Israel 
Tradesman
Erna (nee ?)


Daughter Mati


Relatively religious

Albert Mois Natan (m)


Died in Israel 

Tradesman


Sharlota (nee ?)


Daughter Ziva


Relatively religious

Marko Mois Natan (m)


Died in Israel
Tradesman


Matilda (nee ?)


2 daughters – Doris and ?
Relatively religious

David Mois Natan (m)


Died
Drama critic 
Not married
No children
Relatively religious

Belina ? (nee Mois Natan) (f) 


 No information
Housewife
Not married
No children
Relatively religious

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Ruse and Somovit

If he survived, what did he do after?

Accountant and tradesman of shoes


Your paternal grandfather’s name?

Mois Natan

Where and when was he born?

No information 

Where else did he live?

Karlovo, Dobrich and Varna 

Where and when did he die? 

Varna, around 1925 

What sort of education did he have?

Finished primary school 

What sort of work did he do?

Tradesman of household goods

How religious was he?  

No information 

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: which army and what years?

No information 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Nissim Natan (m)


No information, Lived in Italy 
Insurance agent at  ‘La National’ insurance company  
No information 
Son Marko Natan – died, 

Daughter ?,  

Grandson – lives in Milan 

Relatively religious

Haham Natan (m)


Plovdiv, no information 


No information 
No information  


Granddaughter, but not sure if she is Natan’s or Haim’s grandchild and  Binka Lazarova (nee Natan) lives in old people’s home in Sofia 

Relatively religious

Haim Natan

Plovdiv, no information 
No information
No information
 Granddaughter, but not sure if she is Natan’s or Haim’s grandchild
Relatively religious

Where was he during the Holocaust?

No information 

If he survived what did he do after?

No information  


Your paternal grandmother’s name?

Sultana Natan (nee ?)

Where and when was she born? 

Supposedly in Varna, date unknown 

Where else did she live?

Israel

Where and when did she die?

Israel, 1950s 

What sort of education did she have?

Finished primary school 

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?

Relatively religious 

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Yosif ? (m)


Died in Varna before World War II 

Tradesman


No information 


Had a daughter who died in a concentration camp


No information



Luna Ovadia (nee ?) (f)
Died in Varna, date unknown  
Housewife
No information 
Two sons – one of them: Leon Ovadia 

No information

Roza Pinkas 

(nee ?) (f)


Lived in Varna, and moved to Istanbul before WWII 

No information
? Pinkas
Son Alfred and two daughters, Becca and Lily, 1924-?,  moved to Israel 
No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

No information

If she survived what did she do after?

No information


Her name?

Rebeka Avram Natan (nee Geron)

Where and when was she born?

Razgrad, 1896/97 

Where else did she live?

Ruse

Where and when did she die?

Sofia, 1958 

What sort of education did she have?

Finished primary school 

What sort of work did she do?

Dressmaker

How religious was she?

‘Relatively religious. My parents respected the Jewish traditions – they observed kosher, but not Sabbath – because we had to work. However, they did close the shops on Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot. We would go to synagogue on every holiday.’

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Yosif Geron (m)


Born in Razgrad, date unknown,   died in Rousse 1953/54
Tradesman
Liza Geron – Jew, born in Dupnitsa, died after 1960 in Israel

No children
No information

Ester Tsimerman (nee Geron) (f)


Born in Razgrad, date unknown died in Israel in 1984
Housewife
No information 
Son: Avram Zimerman, born in 1937, lives in Israel -  businessman, has two daughters and two step-children 

No information

Rashel Pinkas (nee Geron) (f)


Born in Razgrad around 1903, died in Israel
Housewife
No information
Son: Avram Pinkas, born in 1927, lives in Sofia, has a son and a daughter; daughter Suzana Pinkas, born in 1933, lives in Israel has two step-sons and a daughter 
No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Lived in Ruse and Somovit 

If she survived, what did she do after?

Housewife


Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

Avram Geron

Where and when was he born?

Razgrad, date unknown 

Where else did he live?

Ruse

Where and when did he die? 

Ruse, 1935 

What sort of education did he have?

No information 

What sort of work did he do?
Animal dealer – sheep and cows

How religious was he?  

‘Very religious, but not orthodox. On Rosh Hashanah and the high holidays they used to close their shops. My grandfather used to go to synagogue every day. They used to buy only kosher meat. At home, all holidays were observed when the whole family gathered.’

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: which army and what years?

No information 

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

One sister and two brothers – names unknown. One of the brothers had a daughter and two sons whose names were Yako and Astruk and lived in Ruse.








Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Your maternal grandmother’s name?

Simha Geron (nee ?) 

Where and when was she born?

Razgrad, date unknown 

Where else did she live?

Ruse

Where and when did she die?

Ruse, about 1950/51 

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?  

‘Very religious. At home, all Jewish holidays were observed when the whole family gathered. Most probably she cooked only kosher food, she didn’t go to synagogue, because she was difficult to move, she didn’t cover her hair.’

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

She had two brothers: one of them lived in Ruse, the other one in Burgas







Where was she during the Holocaust?

Ruse

If she survived what did she do after?

Housewife

Spouse
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