





Full name

	Avram Mercado Natan


Where and when were you born?

	Ruse, 10th July 1929


Where else did you live?

	Somovit, Sofia


Your educational level?

	Graduated from the Higher Machine Electrical and Technical Institute, Sofia 


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Machine engineer: the construction site of the Danube Bridge, which was then called the Bridge of Friendship (1952-4); two months at Boychinovtsi station;  ‘Mashproekt’ (1955-7), ‘Himmetalurgproekt’, Sofia (1958-64) - design institutions in machine construction, chemistry and metallurgy, designing plants in these sectors; a teacher in an evening technical school, Sofia (1965-8); ‘Vodproekt’ – design for dams, pumping stations, pressure pipelines, Sofia (1969-1979); a plant producing hydraulic installations for dams and pumping stations, Cuba (1979-82); The Hydrotechnics and Melioration Institute, Sofia (1982-until retirement in 1990); after the political changes in 1989 founded and later closed a private company for the design of sites for purification of waste waters; author of nine inventions in water industry. 


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	Moderately religious. ‘[As a child] of all religious holidays I was impressed most by Yom Kippur, when you fast and ask for forgiveness. Purim was a merry holiday. We, the children, were dressed in fancy clothes, and acted out some performances.’   


What is your mother tongue?

	Ladino and Bulgarian


What other languages do you speak?

	Russian


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	Bulgarian army – 1954/5


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Ruse and interned to Somovit


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Machine engineer


Siblings

Their names

	Mois Merkado Natan


Where and when were they born?

	Varna, 17th June 1925


What is their mother tongue?

	Ladino and Bulgarian


Their educational level?

	Higher technical education


Their occupations?

	Engineer


Where do/did they live? 

	Sofia


Where else did they live?

	Ruse and Prague (then Czechoslovakia)


Do they have children?

	Two sons: Merkado and Alfred


Spouse

Name?

	Nina Josef Natan (nee Perets)

Simha Solomon Natan (nee Aladjem)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Nina: Sofia, 22nd May 1934

Simha: Ruse, 9th October 1944


Where else did he/she live?

	Nina: Berkovitsa (1943/4) 

Simha: Sofia


Is he/she Jewish?

	Both: Yes  


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Both: Bulgarian 




His/her educational level?

	Nina: secondary technical school 

Simha: higher technical education


Occupation?

	Nina: electrician - technician in a laboratory measuring electrical appliances

Simha: engineer – worked in the Institute of Communications at the Bulgarian Telecommunications Company


Where and when did he/she die?

	Nina: Sofia, 15th January 1976




Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Nina: No siblings  

Simha: Nissim Solomon Aladjem: born in Sofia in 1948. He has two sons – Simeon (born in 1973, lives in Israel) and Martin (born in 1977). 


Children

Their names?

	Beka Avram Natan

Josef Avram Natan


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Both identify themselves as Jews. 

‘I did not raise my children in the spirit of Jewish traditions because I did not have the time, especially after my wife died and I had to work, do the shopping, cook and look after them. The times were also different. We did not go to synagogues. Moreover, I am not a religious person. Even when I was a child and I was studying the Tannakh in the Jewish school, I was not interested in it. Now, we follow the traditions, not because we believe in them, but because they are traditions.’


Where and when were they born?

	Beka: Sofia, 14th August 1960

Josef: Sofia, 28th June 1963


Where else did they live?

	Josef: Cuba and Israel


Their educational level?

	Beka: two university degrees – in machine engineering and in psychology

Josef: degree in machine engineering 


Their occupations?

	Beka: engineer and psychologist

Josef: engineer 

Both used to work in the Institute at the Plant for Metal Cutting Machines, Sofia, before it was closed down. Later Josef worked as a turner and at a private construction company until he left with his family for Israel in 1996. 

After being unemployed, Beka graduated psychology and worked for two years as a psychologist in the kindergarten of the Jewish organization 'Habat'. Currently she is writing a dissertation in psychology at the Sofia University 'St. Kliment Ohridski' and she teaches classes there.

     


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Albert Maximov Varonov (born on 24th July 1981) – Beka's son

Avram Josef Natan (born on 8th January 1991) – Josef's son

Maria Josef Natan (born on 1st April 1994) – Josef's daughter



His name?

	Merkado Mois Natan


Where and when was he born?

	Varna, October 1893


Where else did he live?

	Ruse and Sofia


Where and when did he die?

	Sofia, 15th September 1970


What sort of education did he have?

	Primary school 


What sort of work did he do?

	Accountant and merchant


How religious was he? 

	Moderately religious. He went to the synagogue, but not on a regular basis, knew all the prayers.  


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino and Bulgarian. He also knew Ivrit, French and Romanian.


Army service: which army and what years?

	He served in the Bulgarian army in 1917.


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Aron Mois Natan (m) 


	Died in Israel, no other information
	merchant


	Erna 


	daughter Matilda


	moderately religious

	Albert Mois Natan (m) 


	Died in Israel, no other information
	merchant
	Sharlota
	daughter Ziva
	moderately religious

	Marko Mois Natan (m) 


	Deceased, no other information
	merchant
	Matilda
	2 daughters – Doris and ?


	moderately religious

	David Mois Natan (m) 


	Died in Israel, no other information
	theater critic
	not married
	no children
	moderately religious

	Belina Mois Natan (f) 


	no information
	housewife
	not married
	no children
	moderately religious


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Ruse and interned to Somovit


If he survived, what did he do after?

	Accountant and merchant



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Mois Natan


Where and when was he born?

	No information


Where else did he live?

	Karlovo, Dobrich and Varna


Where and when did he die? 

	Varna, around 1925


What sort of education did he have?

	Primary school 


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant, a confectioner 


How religious was he?  

	No information


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Haham Natan (m)

 
	Plovdiv, dates unknown 


	no information
	no information


	Granddaughter, but he does not know whose (Haham’s or Haim’s) - Binka Lazarova (nee ?). She lives in a senior home in Sofia. 
	

	Haim Natan (m)


	Plovdiv, dates unknown 
	no information
	no information
	Granddaughter, but he does not know whose  (Haim’s or Haham’s) - Binka Lazarova (nee?). She lives in a senior home in Sofia.
	moderately religious

	Nissim Natan (m)

(the youngest)


	Lived in Italy, dates unknown 
	insurance agent – La Nacional Company
	no information
	son Marko Natan – deceased;

daughter ?

grandson ? – lives in Milan, Italy 
	moderately religious

	Ernestina ? (nee Natan) (f) 
	Lived in Plovdiv, dates unknown  
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Sultana Natan (nee ?) 


Where and when was she born? 

	Probably in Varna, date unknown 


Where else did she live?

	Israel


Where and when did she die?

	Israel, between 1950 and 1960


What sort of education did she have?

	Primary school 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	Moderately religious


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Yosif Geron (m) 


	dates unknown,  died in Varna before WWII


	merchant


	no information


	He had a daughter in France, who died in a concentration camp. 
	no information



	Luna Ovadia (nee Geron) (f) 
	died in Varna (?)
	housewife
	no information
	Two sons – one of them is Leon Ovadia (deceased)
	no information

	Roza Pinkas (nee Geron) (f) 


	Lived in Varna, then moved to Istanbul before WWII.
	
	Pinkas – a Turkish Jew 
	A son Alfred and two daughters – Beka (the elder) and Lili (b. 1924). Lili moved to Israel. 
	no information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Ruse 


If she survived what did she do after?

	Housewife 



Her name?

	Rebeka Avram Natan (nee Geron)


Where and when was she born?

	Razgrad, 1897/8


Where else did she live?

	Ruse


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 1958


What sort of education did she have?

	Primary school 


What sort of work did she do?

	Seamstress


How religious was she?

	Moderately religious


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Yosif Geron (m) 


	Born in Razgrad, date unknown,  died in Ruse in 1953/4
	merchant
	Liza Geron – A Jew born in Dupnitsa, died after 1960 in Israel
	no children
	no information

	Ester Tsimerman (nee Geron) (f) 


	Born in Razgrad around 1900, died in Israel in 1984.
	housewife
	no information 
	a son Avram Tsimerman (born in 1937), lives in Israel, a businessman – has two daughters and two step-children
	no information

	Rashel Pinkas (nee Geron) (f) 


	Born in Razgrad around 1903, died in Israel.


	housewife
	no information
	a son, Avram Pinkas (b. 1927), lives in Sofia, has a son and a daughter;

a daughter, Suzana Pinkas (b. 1933) – in Israel, has two step-sons and one daughter 
	no information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Ruse and interned to Somovit 


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Housewife



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Avram Geron


Where and when was he born?

	Razgrad, date unknown 


Where else did he live?

	Ruse


Where and when did he die? 

	Ruse, 1935


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Traded with leather


How religious was he?  

	Very religious. ‘My grandparents went to the synagogue and we celebrated with them the high holidays like Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.’


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	He only knows that he had one sister and two brothers. He does not know their names. One of the brothers had a daughter and two sons, whose names were Yako and Astruk and lived in Ruse.


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Simha Geron (nee?)


Where and when was she born?

	Razgrad, date unknown 


Where else did she live?

	Ruse


Where and when did she die?

	Ruse, around 1950/1


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	Very religious. ‘My grandparents went to the synagogue and we celebrated with them the high holidays like Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.’


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	He only knows that she had two brothers – one of them lived in Ruse and the other in Burgas.


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Ruse


If she survived what did she do after?

	Housewife
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