Lesson plan based on the Centropa film El otro camino
The Title of the Lesson: Roads (slogan: “Holocaust is not a theological accident.” Tamás Nyíri)
Prepared by: Ferenc Peragovics, Dobó Katalin Secondary Grammar School, Esztergom

Categories: Holocaust, Jewish identity, tolerance, living together
Grade levels: Grades 9 and 12 (15 and 18 year old students respectively)
Total time required to teach the lesson: preparation – 2 weeks, class – approx. 60 minutes
The theme of the project: the history of the Sephardic Jews (Spain, causes of their exodus) their lives in their new settlements in the Balkans, their fate in the Holocaust. Our aim is, on the one hand, to deal with mediaeval anti-Judaism, and with the consequences of modern anti-Semitism concerning the countries in the Balkans, on the other. (Turkey, Bulgaria, Greece, Croatia). The project is based on extracts from the Centropa film: El otro camino, focusing on events until 1945 (the first 9 minutes). 
Goals: to deepen knowledge in geography, ethnography, intercultural and ethnic relations, the correlations concerning events of the recent and distant past, teaching tolerance, comparing the West and the East in the early Modern Era. 
Apart from the film, we intend to use photos from the Centropa database, which depict the lives of the Sephardic Jews. 
Preparation and Motivation:

As a special aspect of the project, I would involve two classes belonging to two different age groups. 9 Grade students will show the history of Spain in the Middle Ages and in the Early Modern Era (re-conquest, the great discoveries, inquisition, Spanish absolutism, anti-Judaism based on religion). They will watch the first part of the film until about the 6th minute. 12 Grade students will work on the life of the Jews of the Balkans during World War II from the 6th to the 9th minute. 
The two classes are encouraged to work together, the younger ones will revise the events of the Spanish history during the 15th and 16th centuries in the form of games, after which they will prepare notice boards to show the origins of the Sephardic Jews. The older students will carry on with the history until the final outcome, and present their findings in a similar way (according to countries: why it was possible to move towards Turkey, the dual approach of the Bulgarians in the Holocaust, Jasenovác, they may look for examples concerning other countries as well). In both cases it is important to demonstrate the different routes: Santiago de Compostela, Columbus, East from the Western part of the Mediterranean, settling down in the Balkans, the places of deportation.
Description of project:

· preparation, watching the film, forming groups (if the class is too big, it is impossible to get everyone involved, the ones left out will watch their peers!), preparation of the presentations (approx. two weeks)
· 60 minute class for both classes (2 minute revision, 15-20 minutes for both classes to show the presentation followed by watching the film in 12 minutes, first until 1945, then the final 3 minutes on the Bosnian war; the latter part has not been seen by anybody,  a 10 minute discussion on the lessons learnt, on the metaphor of the ‘road’ , interpreting the slogan of the project)

Possible difficulties to arise:  

· Hungarian students have a very shallow knowledge of the history and culture of the Jews (not even on the Ashkenazi Jews, who live in Hungary, let alone the Sephardic Jews!)

· this lesson is more suitable for classes with more ambitious students, since we are talking about a history of 450 years
· when examining the behaviour of the Balkan states, we should avoid comparisons, since there may occur a competition for the most positive and most negatives roles
· Hungary took part in the invasion of Yugoslavia as well, but is should not be part of this lesson
· question: is it worth watching the parts of the film which deal with the Bosnian war, since it would move forward to the future in history, a different context, complicated conflicts with beautiful example for cooperation (this would be the other ‘road’), or we could discuss this issue with 12 Grade students later again focusing on the instructive although slightly didactic parts. 
