




Full name

Yevgenia Kozak (nee Shafer) ( Jewish name Sheindl)

Where and when were you born?

Bershad Vinnitsa region ( before 1991- USSR, present Ukraine), 29 December 1922

Where else did you live?

A village in Ordzhonikidze district in Azerbaijan SSR (today Azerbaijan), a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

Your educational level?

8 forms of the state Ukrainian secondary school

What sort of work do/did you do?

Janitor, worker in the dye shop

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

My parents were moderately religious. They followed kashrut and celebrated Sabbath and all Jewish holidays. They went to the synagogue on Saturday

What is your mother tongue?

Yiddish

What other languages do you speak?

Ukrainian, Russian

Where were you during the Holocaust?

Evacuation: a village in Ordzhonikidze district in Azerbaijan SSR (today Azerbaijan), a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

What did you do after the Holocaust?

Returned to Bershad, got married, raised two sons, worked at the dyeing shop 

Siblings

Their names

Semyon ( Jewish name Shloime) Shafer

Lubov (Jewish name Leiba) Moshkovich ( nee Shafer)

Where and when were they born?

Both were born in Bershad:

Semyon :  1928 

Lubov: 1931 

What is their mother tongue?

Both - Yiddish

Their educational level?

Semyon: vocational school

Lubov: secondary school



Their occupations?

Semyon : before the 1950s worked at a mine. As a butcher, retired now 

Lubov: housewife

Where do/did they live? 

Semyon: Orsk, Orenburg Krai (today Russia)

Lubov : Khust Subcarpathian region (Ukraine), 

Where else did they live?

Semyon: Tashkent, a village in Ordzhonikidze district in Azerbaijan SSR (today Azerbaijan), a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

Lubov: a village in Ordzhonikidze district in Azerbaijan SSR (today Azerbaijan), a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

Do they have children?

Semyon: two sons, names unknown

Lubov: sons Semyon and Felix Moshkovich, live in Israel

Where and when did they die?

Lubov Khust town, 1981

Spouse

Name?

Meyer Kozak

Where and when was he/she born?

Odessa, 1915

Where else did he/she live?

Magadan (today Russia), Bershad

Is he/she Jewish?

Yes 

What is his/her mother tongue?

Yiddish

His/her educational level?

cheder, 4 years of Jewish school 

Occupation?

Worker 

Where and when did he/she die?

Odessa, 1955

Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

One sister, don’t remember her name, lives in Israel

Children

Their names?

Alexey Kozak

Mikhail Kozak

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

My sons identify themselves as Jews. They are not religious, but occasionally they go to the synagogue and observe some traditions 

Where and when were they born?

Both were born in Bershad

Alexey: 1954

Mikhail: 1955

Where else did they live?

Alexey: Leningrad (present St. Petersburg, Russia), Chicago (USA)

Mikhail: Germany (don’t remember the name of the town)



Their educational level?

Alexey: Radio Electronics College

Mikhail: lower secondary school (8 years)

Their occupations?

Alexey: electronic technician

Mikhail: shoemaker

How many grandchildren do you have?

Alexey: son Maxim, born in 1989, student

Mikhail: son Boris, born in 1989 


His name?

Abram Shafer

Where and when was he born?

Bershad, 1888

Where else did he live?

A village in Ordzhonikidze district in Azerbaijan SSR (today Azerbaijan), a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

Where and when did he die?

Bershad, 1974

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder 

What sort of work did he do?

Leather coat maker

How religious was he? 

My father was moderately religious, wore a kippah to the synagogue, prayed, followed kashrut and celebrated Sabbath and religious Jewish holidays 

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Army service: which army and what years?

No

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Name

David

Shafer (m)

Mendel Shafer (m)

Sima ? ( nee Shafer) (f)
place and date of birth/death

Bershad, 1880s-Teplik, 1941

Bershad, 1890s front, 1940s

Bershad, 1900-Odessa, 1941
Occupation

Leather tanner

?

housewife 
biographical data and origins of spouse

? Shafer ( nee ?), Jew, 1880s-1941

Etl Shafer ( nee ?), Jew, 1900е-1980е

?, Jew, perished in Odessa in 1941
biographical data of children

the children perished in Teplik in 1941 

daughters Sonia and Luba

two daughters, perished in 1941
describe how religious they were

very religious

religious

religious

Where was he during the Holocaust?

evacuation : a village in Ordzhonikidze district in Azerbaijan SSR (today Azerbaijan), a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

If he survived, what did he do after?

Lived and worked in Bershad, retired


Your paternal grandfather’s name?

Gershko Shafer

Where and when was he born?

Bershad, 1860s

Where and when did he die? 

Bershad, 1919

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder 

What sort of work did he do?

Leather tanner

How religious was he?  

My paternal grandfather was very religious. He wore a kippah, prayed at the synagogue every day, celebrated all Jewish holidays and observed traditions

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Army service: which army and what years?

No

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

No information








Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your paternal grandmother’s name?

Surah Shafer ( nee ?)

Where and when was she born? 

Bershad, 1860s

Where and when did she die?

Bershad, 1919

What sort of education did she have?

Her parents and brothers taught her at home

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife 

How religious was she?

Grandma Surah was very religious, she attended the synagogue, wore a kerchief, celebrated all Jewish holidays, followed kashrut and Sabbath and prayed at home every day

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Etl Mitzel ( nee ?) (f)


Bershad, 1870s- Kazakhstan, 1942
Housewife 
Shloime-Yoina Mitzel, Jew
Bluma, Riva, Golda, Mania, Sina, Haim  
Religious, I know no more details

no information about the others








Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before


Her name?

Bluma Shafer ( nee Mitzel)

Where and when was she born?

Bershad, 1895

Where else did she live?

A village in Ordzhonikidze district in Azerbaijan SSR (today Azerbaijan), a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

Where and when did she die?

Bershad, 1968

What sort of education did she have?

No education

What sort of work did she do?

housewife

How religious was she?

My mother was moderately religious, after the revolution she didn’t wear a kerchief, went to the synagogue with father on Saturday and on holidays and wore a kerchief then, observed major Jewish traditions and celebrated holidays 

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Sina

Mitzel (m)

Motl Mitzel (m)

Abram Mitzel (m)

Haim Mitzel (m)

Mania Biller ( nee Mitzel) (f)

Golda Breiman ( nee Mitzel) (f)

Riva Podolskaya (nee Mitzel) (f)


Bershad, 1890s-?

Bershad, 1890е-?

Bershad, 1890s-?

Bershad, 1890s-?

Bershad, 1900s-Одесса,1974

Bershad, 1900s-Одесса, 1965

Bershad, 1900s-1943
Cabinet maker

Cabinet maker

Cabinet maker

Cabinet maker

Housewife

housewife

?


?, Jew, dates of birth or death unknown

?, Jew, dates of birth or death unknown

Raya Mitzel, Jew, 1900s-?

Aron Biller, Jew, 1900s-1940s

Isaac Breiman, Jew, 1900s-1940s

Rafael Podolskiy, Jew, 1900s-1940s


Dod Mitzel

Naum Mitzel

Moishe Mitzel, all were born and died in Bershad

Daughter and son, names unknown, died

Don’t remember how many children he had or their names

no children

Semyon Biller, 1920s-2000s

Lusia ? ( nee Biller

Two sons: Semyon, don’t remember the name of another

Semyon Podolskiy, 1930е, Lusia Biller (nee Podolskaya, 1930s, both live in Israel


Observed traditions

Observed traditions

Observed traditions

Observed traditions

Religious, observed traditions

Religious, observed traditions

Atheist 

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Evacuation: a village in Ordzhonikidze district in Azerbaijan SSR (today Azerbaijan), a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

If she survived, what did she do after?

Lived with me and my husband in Bershad, was a housewife, helped me to raise the children


Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

Shloime-Yoina Mitzel

Where and when was he born?

Bershad, 1870

Where and when did he die? 

Bershad, 1924

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder 

What sort of work did he do?

Cabinet maker 

How religious was he?  

My grandfather was very religious, he wore a kippah, went to the synagogue on Saturday and on holidays, observed traditions, followed kashrut and celebrated Sabbath and holidays 

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Army service: which army and what years?

No

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

No information








Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your maternal grandmother’s name?

Etl Mitzel ( nee ?)



Where and when was she born?

Bershad, 1870s



Where else did she live?

a station in Andijan district Uzbek SSR (today Uzbekistan)

Where and when did she die?

Uzbekistan, 1942

What sort of education did she have?

Jewish education at home

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife, midwife

How religious was she?  

My grandmother was religious, she observed Jewish traditions, followed kashrut and celebrated Sabbath and holidays 

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name

Surah Shafer

( nee ?) (f)

no info about the others
place and date of birth/death

Bershad, 1860s-1919
Occupation

housewife
biographical data and origins of spouse

Gershko Shafer, Jew, 1860s-1919
biographical data of children

sons David, Abram, Mendel Shafer, daughter Sima


describe how religious they were

very religious

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Evacuation in Uzbekistan, died there

Spouse


Meyer Kozak


1915-1955











Interviewee


	Yevgenia Kozak 


( nee  Shafer)


1922
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