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The past is another country
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The past is another country. It’s a
place you can visit—sometimes when
.you don’t want to

It can be far away, it can be close —
.too close

It’s where your stories live
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.And it’s also where my story begins

In Vienna, the capital of the old
.Habsburg Empire
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Before the First World War, Vienna
was the capital of a great multi ethnic
,empire
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.brimming with culture, art and history
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It’s where more than 175,000 Jews
- lived
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and two of them were the textiles
salesman Moshe Luster and his wife
Golda
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Chapter 1: It was once my country.
It was once my world
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[hey were married in Vienna in 1919
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In 1921, their first child, Helli, was
born, and six years later came their
.son, Leo

.That was me
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We lived, like many other Jewish
families, in Vienna’s second district, on
.Schreygasse 12
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It was a Jewish world of its own

RabhsRnivRab i irthiis

.And it was the world I grew up in
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I went to elementary school on
Malzgasse 16 — this was a religious
.Talmud Torah school
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On Shabbat we went to the Polish
.Synagogue
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In my spare time, I often went to the
.movie theater
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I loved films with Laurel and Hardy,
and Charlie Chaplin. These films
lalways made me laugh
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But soon the Jews in Europe found
...they had nothing to laugh about
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More and more Jews from Germany
started coming to our temple and told
.us what was happening there
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.Neighbors started to leave Vienna
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But my family stayed. PAUSE
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.Chapter 2: A country vanishes
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I still remember exactly what
happened on Friday 11 March 1938.
My father and I were in synagogue for
.Shabbat
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On our way home, one of our
neighbors stopped us on the street.
He said: ,,Mr. Luster, something
terrible has happened. Chancellor
“.Schuschnigg resigned
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My father said: ,,Now our misery
“begins
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One day later, the Germans marched
.into Austria
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Viennese people immediately wore
swastika armbands and were looking
for Jews
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.The next day, Austria ceased to exist
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German and Austrian Nazis occupied

.all government functions
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A man from our street became a local
representative for the NSDAP. He
made me shovel snow, and I had to do
everything no one else wanted to do
for him
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Jews immediately lost their
,apartments and their stores
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.and my father lost his job
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Eight months later, on the evening of
November 9, there was a massive
pogrom in Vienna, and everywhere
.else in Hitler’s Reich

.”The Nazis called it “Kristallnacht
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11 around us, our Viennese neighbors
rioted. They burned synagogues and
.destroyed Jewish shops
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Thousands of Jewish men were
.arrested

.My father was one of them
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While my father was in prison, one of
our neighbors threw us out of our
.apartment
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nally, the Nazis let my father go. But
he wasn’t allowed to tell anyone
about how he had been abused in
.prison

PAUSE
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From December 1938 on, | had to
attend a separate school for

.Jewish students
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Because Jewish children weren’t even
allowed go to public parks

the Jewish community gave us a safe
place where we could play: the Jewish
.cemetery

That’s where we could act like normal
.children
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With all the synagogues destroyed, my
parents held my bar mitzvah in our
-apartment, with the shades drawn

PAUSE
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Jewish families were desperately
.trying to get out of Austria

They lined up at the Rothschild Palace,
.begging for permission from the Nazis
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Ny father found a job with the Jewish
,Community

Ind he managed to organize my sister
.Helli’s escape to Palestine
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He tried to get me out of Vienna as
well

.But I had no luck
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.And so I had to stay in Vienna

When I was 14 years old, I got my
first job: I was forced to work in a
factory for the Wehrmacht army
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Chapter 3: A country at War
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On 24 September 1942, the Nazis
deported us from Vienna. [ was 15
.years old




After two days on a train, we arrived
.in the ghetto of Theresienstadt
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Emperor Joseph II built Theresienstadt
as a fortress in the 1780s, and after
1918, it was used by the Czechoslovak
.army
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The Nazis turned it into a Jewish
.ghetto

Tens of thousands were living there in
.terrible conditions
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PAUSE
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.I worked in the kitchen
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It was hard work, but at least I had
nough to eat. I could even give some
.of my food rations to my parents
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We often saw people being brought
out of Theresienstadt on large
transports. Nobody knew where they
.were going
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After 24 months, I found my name on
.the list for such a transport

On September 28, 1944, I was
scheduled to leave Theresienstadt,
together with my father and 2,500

.others
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My mother’s name was not on the list.
I had no idea what would happen to
her

PAUSE
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.We spent two days in cattle cars
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Suddenly, it was during the night, we
heard people yelling. The train
.stopped
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.The doors were opened
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All around, we saw lights and
signposts with barbed wires, saying:
”1“High voltage
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.They took away everything we had
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Everyone had to individually step in
front of an SS officer

He asked me what my profession was

Electrician,” I said. I was sent to the*
one side. PAUSE
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I lost sight of my father... and I never
.saw him again
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A few hours later, I saw the
.crematory, and the fire
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PAUSE
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Three terrible weeks went by, before
they sent us to a labor camp in
.Gliwice
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That’s where we had to repair train
.wagons under terrible conditions
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.The Soviet army was moving closer

Then, on January 18, 1945, the SS
.gathered us up and sent us marching
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It was winter. We had bad shoes and
.no warm clothes

Many couldn’t go on. They were
.simply shot
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Finally, we stopped marching. We had
arrived at a camp called Blechhammer

The SS officers locked us in the
barracks and tried to burn them down.
Those who tried to escape were shot.
.But we were able to hide

.We waited

.Then, one morning, the SS was gone




It was calm

PAUSE
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After some time, I dared to go out. I
went along the street that led out of
the camp. Suddenly, I saw trucks
with red stars on their hoods. They
.were Russian soldiers

Dne of them approached me. I said in
¥iddish: “Yid, ja. Yid, Yid.” —Tam a
Jew. He looked at me and said: “Ja
.tosche Yid.” — Me, too

Then I guided the Russian soldiers to
the camp. They gave us food and
.took care of us
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In the following weeks, we made out
way to Krakow, where we received
lentification documents from the Red
.Cross

PAUSE
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From March 1938 until spring of 1945,
the only men in uniform I had met
.were Austrians and Germans

.Our tormentors
But the Russians, on the other hand?

For the first time, men in uniform
.treated me like a human being
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Then, one day, a Russian officer said
to us: ,,The war is over. You can go
“.wherever you want
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I had to find out what happened to
.my mother
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My friends and I went to
neresienstadt by train and hitchhiking
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The ghetto had just been liberated by
.the Soviets
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I met a friend of my father’s, and he
asked me: “Have you visited your
”?mother yet
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I found her in a tiny attic
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:Her first question was
”7Where’s your dad*

PAUSE

:Then she said
5od made it so that you’re still alive

2

PAUSE

PAUSE
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I didn’t want to go back to Austria,
ut before the deportation, my mother
pave her jewelry to a Christian friend
o take care of. She was hoping to get

it back, because we didn’t have
.anything else
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.So my friends and I went to Vienna
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We traveled through a Europe
.destroyed by war
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Vienna had been badly bombed. This
.great city was now a giant ruin
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I went to see my mother’s friend.
“The Russians took everything from
.me”, she said
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Then | went to see our old
.apartment
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wanted to see the janitor my parents
.had given all our furniture to

WX 2WINT W I MY N QW AN RY RO PR
SDIN P1197 WK N2YWH NPYDIIRIXID 2I1RRIT TA00N
.72° 5N»RWwD 35w ono

But she wasn’t there anymore. And
who was the new janitor? The former
NSDAP representative who had
.made me shovel snow as a child
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I left Vienna. I never wanted to go
.Jback. I couldn’t bear it any longer
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I went back to my mother, and like
hundreds of thousands of Jews from
all over Europe — those who had
survived - we wanted to find a new
temporary home in what was called

.Displaced Persons Camps
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These camps were set up in the US
occupation zones of Germany and
Austria -for those who didn’t have a
home anymore, or didn’t know where
.to go
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We went to a DP camp in the
.Bavarian town of Deggendorf
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I started working for the Joint, a
Jewish aid organization

Finally I didn’t have to work for the
Nazis any longer; now I could help
.other people
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,I loved helping others

and although I didn’t know that back
,then, at the age of 18

I would continue to do so for the rest
.of my life
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Chapter 5: The future is another
country
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My mother and [ knew where we
wanted our new home to be: in Israel,
.the new state founded in May 1948

We boarded a ship in July 1949 and
.said goodbye to Europe
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My sister was already there. She had
escaped to Palestine more than ten
.years before us
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I started to work for an organization
called OSE—we were helping the
.poorest Israelis with dental work
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Later I went to work for Joint again.
With their aid organization called
Malben, we took care of old, sick and
.wounded immigrants
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In 1952, I met a beautiful young
woman. Her name was Shoshana
.Riesenberg and she was from Galicia
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She survived the Holocaust in Poland
in hiding and also came to Israel in
.1949
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We had many stories to share, and we
.began to write our own, new history
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.We married in 1955
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One year later, our daughter Nava
,was born
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.and Moshe was born in 1959
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Our children grew up as Sabras - real
Israelis
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Like it was the case with a lot of
immigrants back then, it was our
children who taught their parents

.Hebrew
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.They called us Yekkes
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Back then, it was a derogatory term
for Austrian and German Jews in
Usrael
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We showed up on time and were polite
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.And we followed the rules
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.But that was not the worst thing
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Those of us, like me, who had gone
through the concentration camps, were
ostracized by Israeli society. They
throught we went like lambs to the
.slaughter
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Israel was a young country - born in
.war, it had to fight for its survival
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Our story - of the European Jews
caught up in the hell of Nazism - didn’t
it their story line
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It was the trial of Adolf Eichmann in
1961 in Jerusalem that changed all that
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One survivor after another told their
.stories on the witness stand

The entire country listened on the
radio. Things started to change
-radically

Now young people here understand
.what we went through

And they understand something
.else—that our loss is their loss, too
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Epilogue: The past is another
country
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When my work for Malben ended, I
went to work for the Austrian
.Embassy in Tel Aviv

The ambassadors came and went, and
as a Jew from Vienna, I was like an
.advisor to them
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I must have done good work, because
in 1992 I was honored by the Austrian
.State
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Those were the years that Austria
finally started

OTPREID DIPIRIT MINPY 280 2w

raking compensation payments to the
.victims of National Socialism
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Together with my friend Gideon
Eckhaus we have been working
tirelessly
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to achieve just a measure of justice for
those Austrian Jews
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.who had lost so much

11




9 5V NN MEDY 921N KD 0L TI00IRY 1YW 1203
JINPRA TTVIW 70

Of course we were aware that Austria
could never compensate us for all that
.had been stolen
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But we wanted, and we finally got,
.recognition
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.That meant a lot to us

PAUSE

ATTINRN N2V DR 2D 911’2 0D NM1md D°wIR PR

But people like us? We can never
Jeave the past behind

.2°2R N2 DIIR DY DY TR 21 0 VIR

UPYIPA D01 SR LA 2w T Y Onoonon

I remember one day, [ was getting on
.abus in Tel Avi

I looked at the arm of the driver, and I
.saw a tattooed number
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I looked at him and he looked at me
.We knew each other

I said: ,,I haven’t seen you since
“.Auschwitz
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.After a few stops, I got off
.The bus drove on

And I stood there, thinking: ,,The past
“.is another country
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