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PRESERVING JEWISH MEMORY
BRINGING HISTORY TO LIFE

Teacher Lesson Summary

Lesson plan title: Then and Now

Your name/name of your school: Lee Holder, North Lenoir High School
City/country: LaGrange, NC

Primary subject of lesson (History, English, etc): History

Grade level of students: high school

Total required time to teach lesson: Two 50 minute classes

Goal(s) of lesson:
* Teach students that history is made of individual stories
* Bring history to life for students through personal stories and connecting
them to European history through a comparison of photographs

Brief summary of your lesson:

Students bring in a family photograph they like. This can be from a vacation, a
holiday celebration, a family life cycle event, any photograph that includes the
student. In class, students look through the Centropa database to find a photograph
that looks similar to the one they brought in - people might be posed similarly to the
people in their picture, or doing the same thing, etc. Then they read about that
photograph, as well as the Centropa interview to find out about the life of that
survivor. They then make a poster that includes the two photographs, as well as a
QR code to online photograph for other students to scan, and they present the two
stories (their own, and the Centropa interviewee’s) to the class, including their
observations about any similarities and differences between their two lives. Another
option would be to put the posters around the room and have students choose 2-3
stories to learn about, scanning the QR codes with their iPads, smartphones or other
devices. Once students have heard several (or all) of the stories they each read, the
teacher conducts a class discussion about what they learned, if they felt the stories
of growing up in early 20t century Europe were in any way like their own and, if not,
how they were different. The teacher should also discuss the limits of drawing
parallels between lives in different cultures.

Centropa and other sources used:
* Centropa’s database of photographs and interviews
¢ Student’s family photograph
* Posterboard and markers, or a computer or iPad if doing the presentation
electronically
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