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Maria Ziemna | NIN"T NN

This is a picture of my grandfather and his
friends in the army. | don’t know where and
when it was taken, and | can’t even point out
which one is Grandpa.

When it comes to my grandfather, Herman
Rumeld, | know that he used to play poker
with me and tell me stories when | was a
child, and | know that he used to write. |
don’t know whether it was in Yiddish or in
Hebrew, but he wrote stories in one of those
two languages, apparently very good ones.
They all got lost, though. | also know that
he was a teacher when he was young, but
| don’t know what he taught. During World
War |, he was in the Austrian army. He was
wounded and later had a disability pension.
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Julia Scheiner | "w N1

This is a picture of my father, Henrik Mestitz,
during World War 1.

He was commanding a full crew. There were
many officers, and each brought along his
wife. There were times when the blanket of
snow was so thick that the soldiers had to dig
tunnels to get from house to house. It looks
like it was autumn in this picture, because
they are wearing warm clothes. | don’t know
anyone in this picture other than my father.
He’s the one standing on the woodpile. | don’t
really know what they are doing, though they
may have been burning charcoal.
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| lost everyone in the war, absolutely
everyone.

| joined the army afterwards, and that’s me,
aged 21. A year later | met Gabriela Utrata,
who wasn’t Jewish. We fell in love, and |
went to meet her parents. | thought maybe
her father would be against me because of
my religion. But he said, “Young man, before
the war, | used to go to jail with Jews. | would
be proud to have you, a Jewish man, for a
son-in- law.”
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This is a picture of me as a soldier.

| was called up in 1937. It was what my
father wanted, too. He said that | would learn
to fight, and that that could prove useful later
on in Palestine. | served at Wlodzimierz
Wolynski, in the 23rd infantry regiment.
Later | was transferred to Pogorsk near
Baranowicze. They were building a base
there and | knew about construction. We
put up wooden barracks for the soldiers and
other quarters.
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POZNAN | |[X2TID
1938
Jakub Bromberg | 22anNa apy!

| was one of six brothers. Here is my brother
Moszek Majer, when he was serving in the
57th Infantry Regiment.

Unfortunately, Moszek died in Dbattle,
defending Warsaw in September 1939.
Later | asked my cousin, “so where’s the
grave?” He said he had seen a grave with a
helmet on it bearing the name Moszek Majer
Bromberg. But | also heard that a woman
had come and dug up the grave, and to this
day | don’t know what happened.
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Jozef Seweryn | 720 qor

First from left is my grandfather - Jakob
Kraus - in the front of his hairdressing salon.

In the 1880s Grandfather opened a
hairdressing salonin Cracow, inthe Podgorze
district. Several apprentices worked in the
shop as well as Grandfather. They learned
the trade at his shop and later left to start
their own businesses. The apprentices would
change every three years. It was a unisex
shop. Grandfather had many customers. A
cut cost one zloty.
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Michal Friedman | D19 7XON

This is me teaching Yiddish. | taught Hebrew
at the university for several years, while also
teaching a Yiddish language class.

In my many years of teaching, about 700
students took my classes. Most of my
students are non-Jewish Poles. Today’s
young Jews are from a different world
than the one | was born in, and so are the
young Poles. There is a group that learned
Yiddish with me for years, all non-dews. We
studied Yiddish literature and discussed it
in Yiddish. Even now, they continue to meet
somewhere to talk in Yiddish, and they’re
really doing it. Go figure.
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Danuta Mniewska | Nnjgd2"an NbINT

This is me (first from the right) in the Nowy
Theatre playing a role of Mathurine in
Molier’s Don Juan.

In 1949 | decided to take an entrance exam
to the Theatre School in Lodz. | made the
application. It was a competition-type exam,
as is usual in art schools. | remember the
anxiety, | had prepared several pieces for the
exam. And reportedly | performed very well.
The question of looks was also important - |
was a pretty girl. How this helps in life... Out
of several hundred candidates only twenty
were admitted, chiefly girls.
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Mojsze Sznejser | 10"W NW'IN

This is me, sitting first from the right and my
brother Abram Sznejser (first from the left)
working at one of the cobbler’s workshops.
Before | started to work as a cobbler, | got
some education. | went to elementary school,
but only until my dad died in 1932, then that
was the end of it. | couldn’t go to school any
more because | had to go to work. And after
that | only attended evening classes.

The owner of this workshop was a Jew called
Mojsze Onikman, and that old woman sitting
second from left is his mother.
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This is me and my friends from the
Psychiatric Clinic. In 1961 | submitted my
doctoral dissertation. | defended it in 1962.
The title of the dissertation was ‘Criminal
Issues in Schizophrenia.’ | started working
immediately in the J. Babicki Psychiatric
Hospital.

| became the director of the clinic. | could
consider myself a good physician, although,
of course, you always ask yourself for more.
| was well liked and respected. | retired in
1981. | worked for seventeen more years,
but only in a psychiatric outpatient clinic on
Bardowskiego Street.
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Nachman Elencwajg | 2"1X17X [nN)

Here | am working as a tailor in Zagorze.
I'm sitting second from left. It was a former
German manufacture; you still can see
German sewing machines.

In Zagorze | worked as a tailor at the former
Zimmerman’s plant. But that lasted for
only three weeks because me and some
colleagues set up a cooperative. The
cooperative was called Zgoda and had
some thirty employees, all tailors. Some
time later a course for technical managers
was organized in Wroclaw and they sent
me to attend it. Later | worked at several
other tailor cooperatives, first as a technical
manager, then as a quality surveyor.
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Mieczyslaw Najman | |n™ QX 70'x"n

This is me with an accountant in the firm |
was managing. I’'m the one on the right.

There were four mines in Walbrzych and
| went to one of them. | wanted to work
because | had a wife and children to
provide for, even though we weren't officially
married. | already had a place to stay, and
whatever job they could offer, | would take
it. The director proposed me to drive around
mines in a truck with two guards in order
to exchange food for coal from all these
workers. Later, | became the head of the
whole supplies department.
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Gustawa Birencwajg | 2"I1¥X1'2 N20DI

This is me, Gustawa Birencwajg, in our
orphanage in Pieszyce, during lunch time. |
am at the table with my hands to my chin.

After the war, as you can imagine, there
were many homeless Jewish children in the
city and they started organizing a nursery
for them. Because | had worked in a nursery
in Russia during the war, they asked me to
organize it, because nobody else knew how.
There was a Jewish doctor who looked after
the older children and | looked after those
under the age of three. It all went very well.
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1980s | 80-n NNY
Michal Warzager | MaX‘TNI 78O

Me in our prayer room. We used to be a big
community here, but just about everyone left.
First the young people started going. Some
of them said nothing about leaving, but just
went and didn't come back. And some of
them told me that they were going to Israel.

| go to shul on Saturday. We say Kaddish
for those who died; | often lead this. The
older folks who didn’t emigrate attend pretty
regularly. Every Saturday we have a half-
liter of vodka, and sometimes someone
smuggles in a bottle of his own, so we can
always have a drink.
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Ilvan Pasternak | 222009 |II'N

This is my father Teodor Pasternak (second
from the left in the middle row) with a group
of Maccabi members on a trip to Domber
mountain in Ruthenia.

The Maccabi association organized trips
on the river Torysa, to the High Tatras and
also abroad. My father used to plan the
trips. Already in 1926 Maccabi had over 50
members interested in tourism. My father was
a keen football player. He played for Maccabi
Presov. This was quite a strong team: at a
match in Presov on May 31, 1924 it defeated
the Torekves team 2-1. Torekves played in
the National Football League, whereas the
Maccabi players were all amateurs.
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CRACOW | aIpajp
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Emilia Leibel | 72™7 n"7'nX

Opposite our house in the Cracow suburb
of Lagiewniki was a convent, but at the time
this picture was taken, during World War |1,
the nuns had turned it into a hospital.

My Grandfather was a devout Jew and also
wealthy. In 1915, when the festival of Pesach
was drawing near, he invited the invalid
Austrian Jewish soldiers from the convent
to spend the holidays with him. That’s when
this picture was taken.

Dinner was served outside, in the
summerhouse. They took the table outside
- you can see that the tablecloths aren’t
straight; they were laid in a hurry, while it
was still light.
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ZAWADA | nTIINT
1920s | 20-N DY
Mieczyslaw Weinryb | 212" 270'¥N'D

This is the day of Jozef Sztang’s departure
for Palestine. He was the head of our
Zionist group in Zamosc. We all came to
say good bye to him. The photo was in my
sister’s collection in Israel. | took this one
and some other photos back to Poland
after my sister died. Unfortunately, there is
nobody | could identify in this photo, but |
remember the event.

My family in Zamosc was strongly Zionist.
Both of my sisters left for Palestine in the
1920s. | only wish my parents had. They
were murdered in Kovel and | fled with my
unit to the east, joined the Soviet army and
returned to Poland with them.
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Daniel Betram | D102 78T

This picture was taken for the photo exhibition
called, ‘The last Polish Jews.’ It was in the
late 1980s the photo was made in Remuh
Synagogue in Cracow. | am second from the
right.

During Jewish festivals | go to the synagogue,
and on Friday evenings and Saturday
mornings too. | have been a member of the
Jewish community organization since 1945.
| am one of its oldest members, because a
lot of people died and a lot of people have
moved away. | also meet other Cracow
Jews on Sabbath and at festivals at the
synagogue. But not many people come
to the synagogue, and unfortunately we
can’'t make up a minyan.
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1940s | 40-n N
Feliks Nieznanowski | '[7D21NTN" D779

This is me, Feliks Nieznanowski with some
Jewish friends during our weekend cleaning
of the Jewish hostel.

| was there in 1946-1947 and found myself
in the center of things. There were so many
cligues and clubs--who knew which one to
join? | had come back to Poland as a leftist,
because | had survived the war in the Soviet
Union. So | ask, ‘Which organization am |
supposed to join?’ ‘The ZWM! they tell me.
Alright, let it be the ZWM.

Everyone was so full of passion then—we
had arguments about everything. And |
loved every minute of it.
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Halina Leszczynska | NpPOYXW7 N1'7NN

This picture was taken at the wedding of
Bluma Birencwajg, my father’s sister.

My father, Dawid, came from Sosnowiec. His
father’'s name was Abram, and his mother
was Tema. There were six children in all.
Four daughters and two sons. One daughter
was called Rachela, the second one Sala,
the third one Laja, and the fourth one was
Bluma. And my father’s brother was Judka.

Bluma and her husband left when the
German-Russian War broke out. And | think
they died... They disappeared without a
trace.
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This is a picture of my maternal grandfather,
Moisey Grinberg. | was given this wonderful
old photo when | was in Poland in 1974.
One of the residents of the town, where my
grandfather had been very much respected,
kept this photo.

| saw my grandfather only once when | was
four years old, but | remember him well. He
was a tall Jewish man with a big half-gray
beard. He was handsome.
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CRACOW | aIpajp
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Jozef Seweryn | 1II0 QoI

| had my own camera, a Leica with a fixed
focus lens. | would always carry it around
with me. | would take pictures from the tram.

One day | managed to take several pictures
of a street round-up of Jews. | took them
from inside a coffin, through a knothole. The
coffin was set up in

the window of a funeral parlor, which

was owned by my friend Staszek Gawlik, a
Pole.
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GORA KALWARIA | n"xII7p nia
1941
Henryk Prajs | 0™ pn

This picture was taken on February 25, 1941.

That was the day all Jews from Gora Kalwaria
were deported and “resettled” in the Warsaw
ghetto.

Neighbors came over and told me “Listen,
run away, go - you don’t look like a Jew.” |
heard that there were Jews in Magnuszew
- there was a sort of grapevine during
the occupation - and that there were no
deportations there. So | basically ran away
that evening. Except for my brother, | don’t
know what happened to my family. | lost
contact with them that day.
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Julian Gringras | D NX'21

These are my parents, Fajgla and Koppel
Gringras, together while in Kielce ghetto.

The last time | met up with my parents was in
Kovel. | tried to persuade my father not to go
back to Kielce. But he was being persuaded
by my eldest sister’s husband, Obarzanski,
who said that you could work things out with
the Germans, you could get along, that it
was not so bad and that you can get along
with a gendarme if you bribe them.

For another few years they lived

in Kielce under the German occupation, until
the liquidation of

the Kielce ghetto.
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Michal Friedman | D719 7XJ>MN

This is my sister Rywka Friedman. She was
a fantastically gifted girl and | had a friendlier
relationship with her than with my elder
sister, with whom | had frequent quarrels.

When | was returning from Russia on a troop
train that passed through Kovel, | asked my
commanding officer for leave of absence
and went down to the town to look for the
remains of our home. Nine people survived
from the entire town; out of 18,000 Jews.
| came across a girlfriend of my sister’s, a
Pole; she gave me several photographs.
She told me in detail how it had been done.
| learnt about the torments the Jews had
gone through, about how they were shot and
dumped in a mass grave.
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CRACOW | aIpajp
1940s | 40-0 NV
Salomea Gemrot | bINNA 'NI70

Non-Jewish friends of mine from my home
village, the Wisniowski family, changed my
documents to say | was married. Wilhelm
Gemrot, who’s name | took, was a son of
the family | was working for in Niepolomice
near Krakow. | got that job after | escaped
from the Rzeszow ghetto in late 1942. When
Wilhelm found out my situation he offered
his help.

After my escape from the ghetto | was
hidden by Polish families in villages. Each of
these families was threatened by neighbors.
Everywhere, wherever | was. | saved my life,
but | had to move from one place to another,
using my contacts. But my friends, who
risked their life for me, helped me.
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This is a picture of my  mother Ester
Grossbart (nee Leibel) and my father
Bencyjon Grossbart. It was taken by the
Germans in the ghetto in Cracow. | found
it after the war at the Jewish Committee
headquarters on Dluga Street in Cracow
amongst pictures of other Jews from the
ghetto.

My parents were a very loving couple, so
much so that we children saw it. When
Mother was ill or something it showed
especially. Father was a very good man and
very kind person.

From Cracow ghetto they were sent to a
forced labor camp in Plaszow and from
there to Belzec death camp, where they
were murdered in 1943.
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These are my maternal grandperents
Cecylia and Nikodem Krasucki.

Grandma came from a prosperous Jewish
family from Lowicz, which is on the western
fringe of the Mazovia region. The family
business was processing. They owned flour
mills and distilleries as early as the 18th
century.

My grandfather had studied law but never
graduated: he probably went to university in
Poznan for a while. Because he was born
in Russia, he had an excellent command
of Russian, as well as German, some
French, and of course Hebrew, since he was
religious. They both were murdered in the
Warsaw ghetto in 1942.
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My parents, Wilhem and Johanna Schischa,
were deported from Vienna to the Opole
ghetto in Poland on February 26, 1941.
They were murdered a year later in either
the Belzec or Sobibor concentration camp.

My father wrote this about the mass
accommodation in the ghetto: “If you could
only see our one-story ‘chicken-coop’...
eight people sleep on the first floor, so
to speak, and seven on the second. And
believe it or not, we are comfortable enough
and have enough space. We are envied by
2,700 people who still have to sleep on the
floor or on a wooden board, or, in the best
case scenario, on a deckchair...”
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This is my class at the Rey Gymnasium in
Kielce. | am the second from the right in
the second row. The first on the right is my
best friend and future brother-in-law Mosze
Baum. I was in a class that numbered around
fifty students, three of them Jewish.

The three of us didn’t keep to ourselves but
mixed with the others. There were no insults,
no name-calling. But each year, the number
of pupils in each grade dwindled sharply.
Thirty of us made it to graduation. Students
dropped out because they had to go to work.
Times were difficult for everyone; we were
all struggling.
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This photo was taken during one of my
meetings with young people in Germany. lam
standing with two girls from the Gymnasium
in Delbrich. They had done an entire project
based on my life story and | was very, very
touched.

When trips to Germany were being
organized for elderly Polish Jews, | decided
to try to join in myself. The first time | did so
was in 2001. Now I've gone to meet young
Germans three times and | really love doing
it. | meet with teenagers like the ones in this
photo and share my stories with them. It has
made me feel good to do this.
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This is a picture of my class, taken on
June 6, 1959, the day of my graduation
from a parttime Technical High School for
Economics in Luban Slaski.

| didn’t go to gymnasium, because | wanted
to get a commercial education. | passed an
exam and they took me. For the first two
years | went to school in Brzeg, and then
the school moved to Luban, where | took
my school-leaving certificate. I'm standing in
the middle row, third from the right. | can’t
really recall anyone else in that picture. It
was taken outside of the school building by
a professional photographer.
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This is a picture of my class at the Artistic
Crafts Industry School. The headmistress is
shown here, in the middle row, third from the
right.

It was a very good school. There were
army headquarters in Rzeszow, and Polish
officers were not allowed to marry anyone
who did not have a secondary education. So
girls from manor houses went to school with
me, as well as the daughters of officers and
other officials. Despite the fact that | was the
only Jew there, | had lots of friends.

We learned how to make hats and lingerie,
and | learned sewing, clothing design, and
all kinds of embroidery.
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This is my class. | am the first from the left,
sitting.

| went to kindergarten in Radomsko. And
then | went to gymnasium. | was always
the youngest in the class. | never went to
elementary school. There were several
gymnasia in town. Two for boys, one for girls,
and the co-educational private one, run by
Mrs. Weintraub. She was the school’'s owner
and headmaster. Some of the teachers were
Zionists, members of Shomer. Mr. Brumberg,
who taught biology, was the leader of the
Hashomer Hatzair guys. | didn’t belong
anywhere because | wasn’t interested and
everyone was older than me.
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Jewish orphans from Lodz, Wroclaw and
Warsaw on a “harvest action”
in Ustka.

When | came back to Poland after the war,
| immediately registered with the Jewish
Committee. They were conducting interviews
there with young people and persuaded me
to move to a dormitory. This was officially
called the Jozef Lewartowski Youth Home,
on Jagiellonska Street. The idea was that |
would be with my peers and also learn to
speak Polish better. My uncle (with whom |
had been staying) had only a single room in
a three-room flat for himself, his wife, and a
child who was to be born in a few months’
time. So | was actually happy to go to the
youth home. | stayed there for three years.
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This picture shows a group of students
from Pieszyce and Dzierzoniow during an
excursion. | am in the second row from the
top, seventh from the left.

| have to say that the years | spent in the
dormitory in Dzierzoniow and later in
Wroclaw were the best years of my life. |
am still in touch with all my friends from that
period. When | went to Israel, we had a big
reunion there! Most of these old friends didn’t
have families. We never asked anyone how
he had survived the war. Why not? | don’t
know. Everyone was happy to be there, and
that was that.
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This is a photograph of my class at the Rey
gymnasium in Kielce. We are standing in the
classroom. In the center, is Irena Breneisen,
the German teacher. | am first on the left,
standing up, and fourth in the row is my
best friend and future brother-in-law, Mosze
Baum.

| took all the class photographs with the
camera on the tripod. | would put on what we
called the ‘autoknips’, the timer, and run to
my place. Very often on these photographs
I’'m peering at the camera to check if it's
working. My face is a little different than
the faces of my other classmates on the
photograph. Then | would make the prints
myself.
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This is a photograph of my father, my
grandfather and my father’s brother Moric
playing chess. Dad was addicted to chess —
an addiction that cost us plenty. He and Moric
would sit for hours in one of two patisseries,
playing chess for money. My mother hated it,
because the games didn’t bring in any profit.
Only losses.

And it was not just Jews in those patisseries
playing chess among themselves. Religion
and profession didn't matter. Chess
was something we could describe as an
ecumenical calling, and people got together
because they liked chess.
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This is my family and our friends on an
excursion in Rabka. | am sitting in the very
front of the group.

In their free time my parents would go out
with their friends to a dance hall called “Pod
Gwiazda” [The Star]. There was dancing,
plus vodka to drink, herring to eat, and guest
performances by Lopek Krukowski. They
would organize amateur “living tableaux,”
which were something like short plays
without words. My parents didn’t have very
much free time, however. Father worked
hard; two or three times a week he would go
by train to to the local court in Jordanow, 14
kilometers away. Mama helped Father in his
office, and kept house.
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Here is my wife Zoja Warzager, nee Titowa,
with me (right) and a friend, whose name
| don'’t recall. It was cold that day, which is
why | have my trench coat closed so tightly!

When we arrived in Legnica, we didn’t know
anything about the place. People simply
moved into apartments, whatever they could
find. These were empty apartments left by
the Germans from the town who had been
resettled.

We used to go visit some friends who lived
on the other side of the park. Once a friend
came over at midnight saying his wife had
baked a fish pie. He got us out of bed, and
we went to his house in the middle of the
night.
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LOCATION UNKNOWN | vIT' X 7 DI'Nn
1930s | 30-n Nnw
Emilia Leibel |

This is my mother-in-law Anna Leibel with
my daughter Halinka in our car.

My husband had a Tatra, a Czech car; he'd
had it since 1926 or 1928, | think.

First he taught me how to drive himself,
and then later, when there was a driving
school in Kalwaria, he invited two of the
examiners round and told them | wanted
to take the driver’s test. There wasn't any
traffic as such in Kalwaria, but when | was
taking the test this beggar -- an invalid, an
old man, happened to cross the road in front
of me. | swore, something vulgar, like: “Darn,
goddammit! He had to go and get in my
way!"The examiner found that very funny:
“Well, now you’re a real driver!”
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LODZ | 11?7
1948
Jakub Bromberg | 22annN2 apy!

This is me with my wife, Frymeta Kalisz, and
our son at the zoo in Lodz.

Before meeting her, | had met her brother,
Mietek Kalisz, first in Lublin and then a
second time in Lodz. He invited me to his
place, and it was there that | got to know
Frymeta. We got married in Lodz on August
14, 1945. | didn’t want to get married, but she
swept me away: we had only known each
other for a few months, but I loved her. Our
son was born one year after our marriage.
But my wife had not wanted to have a baby.
She had come back from the camp and said
she didn’t want to have children. | loved my
son and | said | wanted him.
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KAZIMIERZ | 'n*"1p
1937
Emilia Ratz | ynY n'7'nN

My father allowed me to spend my vacations
in this Jewish camp, a camp that was neither
kosher - the teachers weren't religious — nor
Zionist. One summer, | met a student who
had pitched his tent close to mine. He fell in
love with me and wrote me letters long after
| had returned home.

| didn’t have the slightest idea what this all
meant. | was barely 17 years old and hadn'’t
finished school; a 22-year-old seemed like
an old man to me. | even told my mother to
say | wasn't home when he called. When my
father found out who he was—the son of a
very rich Jewish man — he was furious and
asked me, Couldn’t you at least talk to him?
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CRACOW (L), SULKOWICE (R) | (]'n*) nx*a1p?10 ,('?NNW) 21PP
1930s | 30-n Nnw
Alina Fiszgrund | TINAT'S NY7X

Left: This is my husband, Maksymilian
Fiszgrund, on the left, with his boss, Emil
Haecker, the well known editor-in-chief of
Naprzod (“Forward”) Daily. (Fom 1892 to
1939, Naprzod was the first Polish socialist
daily, and then the official newspaper of
the PPS, or Polish Socialist Party.) After he
returned to Cracow, Maksymilian started
working as a reporter for Naprzod.

Right: This is my husband with Rozia and
Bronia, his daughters from his first marriage,
on a street in Sulkowice. Rozia looks no
older than ten, and Bronia about eight years
old.
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JASLO | 1”70’
1921
Matilda Hrabovecka | NnppX212n nT17'Nn

This is Grandfather Weil, my mother’s father.
He was very sweet when we were growing
up. | remember he used to tell me that he
was a businessman, but | guess by today’s
standards, that would be a rather liberal de-
scription. Sitting next to him is my aunt with
her son and my sister Anna, who was nine
when the photo was taken.

My grandfather died before World War II. My
cousin escaped to the Soviet Union early
in the war, when the Germans invaded. We
found out later that he died in one of the Gu-
lag camps, so his escape from the fascists
didn’t help him. My aunt was deported to a
concentration camp, but we never learned
which one. She never came home.
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KRASNIK | praonp
1930
Beniamin Zylberberg | 212127'1 'n12

This is my family. It is the most valuable
photo that | own. From the left, in the lower
row: my sister Surel, my mother Hinda, my
father Mordechaj, and my brother Duwydl;
in the upper row: me, Lybaly - my brother
Mojsze’s wife, then Mojsze, and my brother
Wigde.

My father, Mordechaj Zylberberg, a Hasid,
was born in Ozarow Kielecki, about 40
kilometers from Krasnik. My mother, Hinda
(nee Nyrenberg), was born in Krasnik.
Dad was a furrier and had a cap-making
workshop, while Mom kept house. Ninety
percent of my father's customers were
Poles, even though he could only say a few
words in Polish.
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KIELCE | nx?'p
1938
Estera Migdalska | Nnpp07TX'n NINON

There are my cousins on my father’s side.
I’'m not in this photo.

| could swear this picture was taken in the
courtyard of my grandmother’s house in
a Jewish area of Kielce. | remember the
fence. | also remember that there was no
water at Grandmother's home. There was a
market square in front of the entrance to the
neighborhood.

In Kielce, | was a well-behaved, quiet,
good child who obeyed the adults. It was a
bit more stern there than in Pinsk, though
Grandmother was very kind and loved me
very much.
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BOCHNIA | n'1d12
1931/32
Teofila Silberring | 22727'0 N7'0INN

This is my husband Adam Silberring driving
the family car, a Steyr. | know that in this
picture he is too short to reach the steering
wheel and is sitting on a pillow!

Adam’s father was a protégé of the Polish
diplomatic service, and my husband became
a driver. He had a driver’s license from back
before the war. His father used to say that
Adam drove, and he paid his fines! Adam
did very well, because he used to

drive for some commander, and he was
given food.
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LODZ | 11?7
1940s | 40-N NV
Jakub Bromberg | 22annN2 apy!

This is my brother-in-law, Mietek Kalisz, with
his wife Lola Kalisz, nee Piwko, and their
daughter Fryda.

| met my future wife’s brother in Lublin,
where | spent some time before | came to
Lodz. I lent him some money, because | had
money. He was a happy-go-lucky fellow,
but a shirker; he didn’t want to work, and he
couldn’t write. He was never rolling in dough.
When | came to Lodz, he invited me

to live with him and that’s how | met

my wife.
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LODZ | 11?7
1910s | 1910 NI2'20
Jerzy Pikielny | 17"’ 1!

This is my mother and her brother, Leon,
known as Lolek.

My mother, Czeslawa, was born in 1897.
She went to a girls’ gymnasium in Lodz. She
wanted to enroll in a university but Grandpa
wouldn’t allow it. | know Mom was musically
gifted, she used to sing and play the piano
back before her marriage.

Lolek was two years younger than my Mom.
As soon as the Legions were formed, Lolek,
who was still underage, ran away to the army.
Grandpa went to look for him and found him
brushing horses in some unit.
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WARSAW | hwnii
1910
Emilia Kushnir | 2wIp n7'NN

My father, Yosif Leibman (center) with his
brother Wolf and sister Klara.

My father had two older sisters named Leah
and Esfir who died in Moscow in the early
1930s. | know nothing more about them.
Then my father was born and after him his
sister Klara and brother Wolf. The three
of them came to Warsaw to live with their
brother Moisey around 1910. They stayed
there, and the brothers worked in commerce.
Moisey was very bright and tried to teach his
relatives accounting. Eventually Klara and
her husband, as well as Wolf, moved to the
United States, where they died in the 1940s.
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WARSAW | hwnil
1950 (left | 7xnw) / 2001 (right | 'n)
Krystyna Budnicka | ngx"TI2 n2'00MD

Left: This picture was taken just before my
summer holidays, because | thought my
school uniform was very pretty.

Right: | have been strongly involved with the
Jewish community in Poland since 1990. |
was the vice-chairperson of the Children of
the Holocaust Organization for a few years.
I’'m very attached to the people there. And it
makes me very happy to see young people
rediscovering their Jewishness and returning
to their long-lost roots. I've never hidden the
fact that I'm a Jew. | went to Israel for the
first time in 1961. Everyone at work was
astonished when | came back a few weeks
later - they were sure | would stay there.
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LODZ | 11?7
1915
Roman Reznikov | 211 |niN

This is a picture of (from left to right) my
uncle lol Shoov, my mother’s brother, his
wife Dina, his sister Polya and the man next
to Polya must be her husband. The photo
was taken somewhere in Poland in 1915 -
I'm pretty sure it was Lodz.

My mother’s sister Polya was born in 1898
and her brother lol in 1899. When their
parents left Lodz, Polya and lol refused to
go with them for some reason. Before World
War I

they moved to Australia and then to Israel.
Polya was married but | don’t know her
husband’s name. | know

that neither she nor lol had any children.
Polya died in 1956 and lol died in 1960 in
Israel.
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ORLOWO | n1'271x
1938
Jerzy Pikielny | 17"’ 1!

| am in the middle of this group, wearing the
white cap.

In 1937 we went to Sopot, which was part
of the free territory of Danzig. The beaches
were filled with people sticking Nazi flags in
the sand and wearing Nazi arm bands. The
next summer we went to Orlowo and stopped
in at Sopot. It was nearly empty, and Jews
were now restricted. We could only use the
beach next to the toilets. That was the year
a Polish friend said that Poland would fight
Germany and win, “and we will drop Jewish
heads from our Polish airplanes.” Such was
the mood then.
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JURATA | noOr
1950s | 50-n Nnw
Romana Holder | 271710 mnN

This is me in the first half of the 1950s in
Jurata [on the Baltic coast in Poland] on
vacation. The photo was taken by the Polish
representative at the UN Bureau in New
York, Mr. Henryk Birecki. He was on leave
in Poland (in Jurata by the seaside) with
his little sons. This picture (and the other
ones from this vacation) was developed in
America and then sent to Poland.

During the summer we went to those
government resorts, in Bulgaria, Hungary
and the GDR. But | wasn’t proud of that or
happy about it. | knew people held it against
us, particularly that we were Jews.
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ORLOWO | n1'271x
1930s | 30-n Nnw
Maria Ziemna | NIN'T NN

We didn’'t use to go anywhere, travel, |
only used to go to Zakopane to Grandma
Rumeld, once or twice | went to the seaside,
to Orlowo.

| used to spend time rather by myself.
There were no trips together, no outings
to the downtown to see something, no
Sunday excursions. We had dinners at my
grandparents on Sundays, and that killed
the possibilities. | didn’t even know Cracow
well because my parents never went with
me anywhere, never showed me anything.
We may have gone to a museum once.
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SZCZYRK | p‘xw
1960s | 60-n N
Alfred Borowicz | y'ania 17978

This is me, climbing in the Tatra Mountains.

| have always loved mountains, and | have
had some interesting adventures connected
with them. | became an active mountaineer
when | was a teenager. | had a friend from
Wieliczka, Tadeusz Pel, and every year we
went together to climb in the Tatras.
My parents didn't like that. They
worried about me. They had nothing
against my going to Zakopane, but
they didnt want me to climb. They
tried to control me by reducing my allowance,
but we put food aside all year and took it with
us.
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SZKLARSKA POREBA | na119 .w
1960
Feliks Nieznanowski | 'jpD21011") D79

These are my children, Witek and Ewa.

Now Witek lives in Sweden. He had been
going there to earn money by picking berries,
but then he went again in 1980 and never
returned. He worked as a paramedic at the
psychiatric hospital in Uppsala and later
was promoted to the post of manager of the
municipal department of psychiatry.

Ewa lives in Poland. She earned a degree in
agriculture.
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KOLUMNA | nanx?1p
1920s | 20-N DY
Anna Lanota | N7 NIN

My parents rented a house near Lodz during
summer holidays. We went there rarely
because we spent most of our holidays in
Skryhiczyn, where my father’'s family lived.
We’d leave the city for at least a month or
two. We’d take all our stuff. Often we would
go to Zakopane, where we would rent
cottages from peasants. All very idyllic.

In this picture me and my brother Mietek are
sitting in the middle. He

was then maybe four years - old, and

| was around nine. It is the only photo | have
of him.
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ZAKOPANE | n1oip1
1936, 1958
Irena Wygodzka | npoTIxIl n'N

My father took the 1936 picture of me sitting
on a rock in Dolina Koscieliska. | kept this
picture with me throughout the war; it was
one of the few keepsakes | had. After many
years | really wanted to find that rock again
- and | did. | had a picture of me taken in the
same place, it was maybe in 1958. Father
was no longer there, but the picture still was
- and so was the rock.

Almost every year we’d go on vacation. We’'d
leave the city for at least a month or two.
We’'d take all our stuff and go somewhere
near Katowice; to Bystra, to Cyganski Las,
sometimes to Rabka; always to southern
Poland, Silesia.
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1938
Anna Mass | ONN NIN

| am at the top on the left in this picture, in
the polka dot blouse.

My father was a watchmaker and for years
traveled from town to town, until he opened
a shop in Lublin. In the summer, though,
he set up shop in Kazimierz Dolny, a lovely
little resort town. But | never liked to swim;
the water was too cold. And | didn’t like to
sunbathe; the sun was too hot. But | loved
being there with my friends, and Dad liked
it because people were always going
swimming with their watches on, getting
sand in them, and then needing him to fix
them.
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