We Remember – Making a Family History Film

PART 1: INTRODUCTION 

1. Lesson Title                                                                                                                                                           We Remember – Family History Project for 8th Grade
2.About the teacher                                                                                                                      Margaret Chasan                                                                                                                            Jewish Community Day School                                                                                                                                                                                Subjects taught: Humanities, History, Jewish history, English to 7th and 8th Grade

Cell: 206 409 0715

Email: mchasan@jds.org; margaret@chasan.net
Before we immigrated to Seattle, Washington, I taught English at Cape Town High School. Eleven years ago I joined the faculty of The Jewish Day School, which my own children attended, as a Middle School Humanities general studies teacher. For the past 4 years, I have been also taught an integrated modern Jewish history class for 8th grade. I generally accompany my students on their Israel trip. My 8th graders create a digital family story unit every year. Two Decembers ago I attended a Yad Vashem course studying Holocaust education. I am also the Student Council Advisor.

 I first learned about Centropa when my school sent mt to last year's Winter Academy in LA. I was very excited about both the work they do and the curriculum they have, especially since my students also attempt to do what Centropa does, needless to say, without the professional expertise. I have used many of the highly effective Centropa films in my 8th grade Modern Jewish History course. Last summer I was lucky enough to attend the Summer Academy in Europe, a profoundly valuable learning experience. 

3. Lesson Summary    

We Remember – 4th Annual Digital Story Festival

For the past four years JDS 8th graders have been asked to “Resurrect your history – you represent all who went before you. “  They are asked to find a compelling story of an ancestor, a story they care passionately about, and tell their story.  There passion (and compassion) needs to come through in a beautifully told story. In addition, their story needs to teach about the values, history and issues of the time. The students are directed “to make it true, make it beautiful and make us care. They need to honor the past so that the future may remember. “

This is no mean task. Not only do students have to craft a story from frequently incomplete details, they have to either find documents or photographs from family collections, or “fake” authentic looking visual data from the web. They need to create settings, use maps, shape a story round a theme, and make both the family history and the history of the time come alive. In order to create a product that can be shown to a live audience, they have to master digital software programs and editing skills. They need to select music to complement their stories and combine all these elements seamlessly.  And all this within a deadline. 

4. Target Audience/ Total Required Time and step by step list for teacher.                                                                                                                                                              8th grade Modern Jewish History students                                                                                               Students managed pre-production in small steps with intermittent deadlines
Pre- Production:

· identify a story, talk to family members, 

· gather data, documents and visuals and store these in a computer folder, importing or scanning when necessary

· research both the Jewish history and general history of the period

· Make a bullet summary. As this is not a paper, the information should be detailed notes

· Plot their summary in the short story template being sure to identify all the elements required: Theme, plot graph, setting, conlict, characterization, quote

· Use the summary to write a voiceover script

· Have both story template and voice-over reviewed by teacher 

Many students were motivated enough to spent long hours after school and over the weekend. 

Production:

Centropa and other places have tutorials to teach the technical aspects. Nick Holton has tutorials on his Border Jumping site – Milliken School in Los Angeles. 

When pre-production is completed, (a series of deadlines over a period of weeks with kids getting occasional class time assigned to work and be checked), students are ready for production. At this point in time I allocate about a week and a half of class time, (about 10 – 12 forty-two minute class periods) for kids to do nothing else but put the movie together. If I can get a parent volunteers to help, preferably those with tech skills, that is really helpful. Many kids choose to work during lunch. Students work on the movie every night and over the weekend as well if necessary. Some kids finish fairly quickly and will help kids who are slower. These are the production steps:
· Record their voice-over as many times as they needed to get good quality.

· Add visuals, still photographs, film clips, text, documents, maps – whatever they can find. These have to be imported into the film program.  Of course, authentic pictures from their family collection are best, but if they don’t have those, kids have to find authentic looking visuals on the internet or in books. The Centropa photograph database is very useful. 
· ensure all visuals sync with the recorded voice-over.
· add music, titles, credits. Many kids use chapter headings which can make the film more understandable to the audience. 

· once the film is complete and has been checked for glitches and typos, it has to be rendered into its final format so that it can be shown in the best quality version

· the movie needs to be put onto a you tube or similar site to make it so that it can be seen through a link.  
5. List of classroom supplies required:       



                                                                         1 Students need access to computers with a movie software program and access to the internet. All our students have school issue laptops for their own use. Our school computers are loaded with Serif and Adobe Elements (as well as Moviemaker which no one uses). Several kids used their Macs from home. Macs are superior. Links to resources such as royalty free sites for visuals, music and sound. 
6. Subject Related Objectives and Skills Related Objectives:   

History research skills, writing skills, film making skills (integrating multiple media into an emotionally compelling, meaningful and creative film, communicating a story), conceptualizing, presentation skills, digital literacy skills, meeting deadlines, creating a product to show to an audience.

Daniel Pink – A Whole New Mind

As a rationale and metacognitive piece, I explain to kids why the skills they are learning are so valuable in the 21st Century. Daniel Pink wrote a book describing 6 aptitudes he believes are necessary to excel in the post-information age. 
Consider this:   When you make a film you are using most of the aptitudes that Daniel Pink describes:                                                                                                                      “The era of “left brain” dominance, and the Information Age that it engendered, are giving way to a new world in which “right brain” qualities-inventiveness, empathy, meaning-predominate. The future belongs to a very different kind of person with a very different kind of mind. That’s the argument at the center of Daniel Pink’s book, which uses the two sides of our brains as a metaphor for understanding the contours of our times. Daniel H. Pink offers a fresh look at what it takes to excel. A Whole New Mind reveals the six essential aptitudes on which professional success and personal fulfillment now depend.” From Daniel Pink’s website.

Design – not just product, but also creating something that is also beautiful, whimsical and/or emotionally engaging. It needs to be not just functional; it needs to be beautiful and well designed. (Think Apple products)

Story – the essence of persuasion and self understanding is the ability to fashion a compelling narrative. We are overwhelmed with facts in the information age but how do we craft these into an engaging story that your audience wants to hear?

Symphony – being able to see the big picture – crossing boundaries and joining disparate pieces to create a new whole – making your learning your own. Film making is multidisciplinary but the final product needs to look seamless.

Empathy – making us care – the ability to understand what makes people tick/ ability to forge relationships and to care for others. Your audience needs to connect emotionally to your film or they will forget it very quickly. How do you touch the heart?  

Play – laughter/lightheartedness/games/humor/playfulness. Find creative, whimsical, playful ways to tell your story if it fits.

Meaning – purpose and spiritual fulfillment is what we need as humans. In your film communicate why the story you are telling is meaningful and why the lives you describe had intention and a connection with what is really important –how does the story connect to life’s enduring values. 

PART 2: LESSON PLAN

1 Lesson Plan Summary

Students make a Family History Digital Story
2 Lesson Plan Details:                                                                                                                                                        
This is the lesson I gave the students and I’ve kept it this way so you can copy it for your own students. The breakdown above is so that the teacher can walk the kids through it.:

WE REMEMBER – 

Resurrect your history – you represent all who went before you. 

· You will make a three to five minute film honoring a family member.

· Find a compelling story within your family. It could be any family member who lived before you. 

· Interview your parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles. Look at old photographs – find a story about a person.

· It is best to focus on a dramatic aspect of the story, an aspect where your character has a conflict to resolve or an obstacle to overcome. Find an interesting way to tell his or her story

· The story should be something you care passionately about and your passion (and compassion) needs to come through. 

· Your story needs to teach your viewers about the time period, the history and the values and issues of the time. You will have to research; read literature about the time, history, see a film made about that time.

· Your story should explain both the Jewish (if your character is Jewish) experience and the wider world history of the time and place 
ELEMENTS

· Make it true

Introduction

Conclusion

Interview

Anecdote

Historical context – make sure your viewer understands the history of the time and the time before that to ensure historical context. Include both Jewish history and world history.

Culture/mores – you need to make sure your film shows what the cultural values of the time were like

· Make it beautiful – make us care

Music

Stills

Photographs

Maps

Footage

Narration – (voiceover) – just before production write a script

Sound effects

Titles

Quotes or poems

Credits 

Film resources:

A good manual – Learning in Focus – SHIFT – Spy Hop Institute for Teachers (they train too). Lots of good resources both digital and handouts as well as step by step “how to”.

www.medialiteracyproject.org



Free sites:

	Music and sound effects:


	Video Footage
	Photographs

	www.freesound.org
www.ccmixter.org


www.alfreesoundeffects.com


www.magnatune.com


www.opsound.org


www.danceindustries.com
	www.archive.org
www.ourmedia.org
www.rever.com
	www.picsforlearning.com
www.flickr.com/creativecommons/
www.openphoto.net


http://audacity.sourceforge.net/
Editing download that is apparently helpful

http://www.thirteen.org/edonline/lessons/storyboarding/b.html#prep How to make a movie PBS Lesson Plans

