 





Full name

	Aleksander Ziemny (changed from Keiner because ‘I just don’t like the name Keiner [German for “none”].’, in the late 1940s)


Where and when were you born?

	Cracow, 11th June 1924


Where else did you live?

	Rabka

Podhaicy, Podoliya province (today Ukraine) 

The Urals

Warsaw




Your educational level?

	High school


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Writer, poet, journalist, translator


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	He was raised in non religious family, however he had his bar mitzvah and on Yom Kippur he went to synagogue with his parents. He came to the spiritual side of Jewishness gradually. As for religion, his attitude hasn’t changed since his youth. He doesn’t go to synagogue in Warsaw, but he respects religion.  


What is your mother tongue?

	Polish


How many other languages do you speak?

	German, Russian, English, French, Hebrew


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	Polish army in the USSR, The 1st Kosciuszko Infantry Division, the 2nd Reserve Corps of the First Polish Army, 1943-1945


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Evacuation, Podhaicy, Podoliya (today Ukraine),1939-1940

Exile in the Urals, 1940-1943

Polish Army in the USSR, 1943-1945


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Writer, poet, journalist, translator


Siblings

Their names

	None


Spouse

Name?

	Maria Ziemny (nee Zipper) (divorced)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Cracow, 1922


Where else did he/she live?

	Warsaw


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Polish


His/her educational level?

	Graduated from High School of Journalism, Warsaw


Occupation?

	Editor and proof-reader at newspapers ‘Przyjaciolka’ (‘Girlfriend’ – a women’s magazine)


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	None


Children

Their names?

	Alina Barbara Cahen (nee Ziemny) (f)

Malgorzata Zofia Ziemny (f)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Both consider themselves Jewish. Alina is married to a Jew. Although her family isn’t very religious, they uphold the custom of celebrating the Sabbath. They also go to synagogue once or twice a year. Malgorzata isn’t religious, she doesn’t go to synagogue, but she likes attending events organized by the TSKZ [Social and Cultural Society of Polish Jews]. 




Where and when were they born?

	Alina: Warsaw, 1948

Malgorzata: Warsaw, 1954


Where else did they live?

	Alina: Metz (today France) 


Their educational level?

	Alina: graduated from the Faculty of Horticulture at the Warsaw School of Rural Menagement

Malgorzata: finished secondary school


Their occupations?

	Alina: garden engineer

Malgorzata: secretary


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Alina:  Julie Ulloa (nee Cahen), born in 1976  



His name?

	Ferdynand Keiner


Where and when was he born?

	Wadowice, 1893


Where else did he live?

	Cracow 

Rabka


Where and when did he die?

	Rabka, 12th January 1938


What sort of education did he have?

	Graduated from the Law Faculty of Jagiellonian University, Cracow


What sort of work did he do?

	Attorney, doctor of law


How religious was he? 

	He had a rather secular world view and wasn’t religious. He went to the prayer house once a year on Yom Kippur. He spent an hour or two there, that was all. He didn’t fast. Neither did he keep the Sabbath in the traditional fashion. But when his son was 13, he organized him a bar mitzvah.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Polish


Army service: which army and what years?

	Austro-Hungarian army, during WWI


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	Samuel (Staszek) Keiner (m)


	Wadowice, 1889 – Cracow, 1969
	Attorney
	Maria Keiner (nee Lamensdorf) 
? – Belzec, 1942
Jew
	Jan Keiner (m) 
?, 1919-1978  

Jerzy Keiner (m) (later changed his surname to Korczak), ?, 1927
	Secular world view

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Adolf Keiner


Where and when was he born?

	Wadowice, 1860s


Where else did he live?

	Cracow


Where and when did he die? 

	Belzec death camp, 1942 (?)


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant and traveling salesman 

Owner of a shop selling cleaning agents 


How religious was he?  

	He had a religious wedding and was registered in the community, but on the whole he wasn’t particularly religious, although he respected tradition. He dressed in the European fashion and he didn’t keep kosher. Twice a year, at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, he went to one of the synagogues in Kazimierz. He certainly knew all the Jewish prayers – he was taught in childhood – and in childhood he would definitely have observed kashrut.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Polish, Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto, Cracow, 1940-1942

Killed in death camp, Belzec, 1942 (?)



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Gusta Keiner (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	A small town in Galicia, 1860s


Where else did she live?

	Wadowice, Cracow


Where and when did she die?

	Belzec death camp, 1942 (?)


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?

	She had a religious wedding and was registered in the community, but on the whole she wasn’t particularly religious, although she respected tradition. She dressed in the European fashion and didn’t wear a wig. She didn’t keep kosher. Twice a year, at Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, she went to one of the synagogues in Kazimierz.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Polish, Yiddish


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto, Cracow, 1940-1942

Killed in death camp, Belzec, 1942 (?)



Her name?

	Paulina Keiner (nee Kleinberg) 




Where and when was she born?

	Cracow, 1896


Where else did she live?

	Rabka 

Podhaicy, Podolia (today Ukraine)

Cherson oblast (today Ukraine) 


Where and when did she die?

	Cracow, 1987


What sort of education did she have?

	Studied chemistry for 2 years at the Jagiellonian University in Cracow 


What sort of work did she do?

	Before WWII: typist and secretary

After WWII: nurse 


How religious was she?

	She wasn’t religious. She went to the prayer house once a year on Yom Kippur and spent an hour or two there, that was all. She didn’t keep the Sabbath in the traditional fashion. But when her son was 13, she organized him a bar mitzvah. She was buried in a Jewish cemetery. Being a non-religious person, she felt bound to the Jewish community. 




What was her mother tongue? 

	Polish 


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	Zofia Minder (nee Kleinberg) (f)


	Cracow, 1894 – Stutthof, 1945 (?) 
	Tailor
	Izydor Minder Cracow, 1893 – Samarkand (today Uzbekistan), 1941, a Jew
	Jerzy Minder (m) Cracow, 1921 – Edinburgh (United Kingdom), 1945
	Respected Jewish tradition, but had rather secular world view; went to synagogue once or twice a year

	Irena Kleinberg (f)


	Cracow, 1898 – London (United Kingdom), 1974
	Music teacher, a cutter in an underwear factory, a secretery
	Maurycy Kirsch, died during WWII, a Jew

Antoni Serafinski (not married officially), a Pole
	None
	Respected Jewish tradition, but had rather secular world view; went to synagogue once or twice a year

	Juliusz Kleinberg (m)


	Cracow, 1900 – murdered by Germans on the road from Nowy Targ, 1942
	Accountant
	Sabina Kleinberg (nee ?) 

? - murdered by Germans on the road from Nowy Targ, 1942, a Jewiss
	Eryk Kleinberg (m) Cracow, 1931 - murdered by Germans on the road from Nowy Targ, 1942
	Respected Jewish tradition, but had rather secular world view; went to synagogue once or twice a year

	Edward Kleinberg (m)


	Cracow, 1900 – Cracow, 1969
	Engineer
	Maria Kleinberg (nee ?) 
? – Cracow, 1969, 

a Pole
	Ewa (f) 
Cracow, 1934
	Respected Jewish tradition, but had rather secular world view; went to synagogue once or twice a year

	Roman Kleinberg (m)


	Cracow, 1902 – Uzbekistan, 1942
	Dentist
	Alicja Kleinberg (nee Paster), Cracow, 1904 – Cracow, 1970, a Jew
	Ewa (f)
Cracow, 1931

Anna (f) 
Cracow, 1936
	Respected Jewish tradition, but had rather secular world view; went to synagogue once or twice a year


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Podhaicy, Podolia (today Ukraine) 1939-1940

Cherson oblast (today Ukraine) 1940-1945


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Nurse in the Jewish Healthcare Society



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Wilhelm Kleinberg (Jewish name: Wolf)


Where and when was he born?

	Drogobych (today Ukraine), ca. 1867 


Where else did he live?

	Cracow


Where and when did he die? 

	Rabka, 1942


What sort of education did he have?

	No formal education


What sort of work did he do?

	Photographer


How religious was he?  

	He was not particularly religious. It was more tradition that he respected. He had a religious wedding and was registered in the community. He went to Tempel Synagogue on Miodowa Street two or three times a year. But he would stroll over there more as if he was going to a Greek Agora, to meet friends. He didn’t eat kosher food and dressed in the European fashion.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Polish


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	Malwina Grinberg (nee Kleinberg) (f)


	Place and date unknown - place unknown,  during WWII
	Owner of a mill
	? Grinberg, a Jew
	Paula (f)
Cracow, ? – Switzerland, 1980s

Jan Grinberg (m),
Cracow, 1910 – Canada, 1987
	Respected Jewish tradition, but had rather secular world view; went to synagogue once or twice a year

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Murdered in Rabka ghetto in 1942





Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Antonina Kleinberg (nee Kirschner)


Where and when was she born?

	Cracow, ca. 1869


Where else did she live?

	Rabka


Where and when did she die?

	Rabka, 1942


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?  

	She had a religious wedding and was registered in the community, but on the whole she wasn’t particularly religious, although she respected tradition. She dressed in the European fashion and didn’t wear a wig. She didn’t keep kosher. She loved cooking and made wonderful traditional Jewish dishes, but they were treated more as delicacies, and weren’t kosher.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Polish 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	? Grodzicka (nee Kirschner)

	Cracow, before 1869 – Cracow, during WWII
	Housewife
	Grodzicki, a Jew

Stein, an Austrian police inspector
	None
	Became a very ardent Catholic

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Murdered in Rabka ghetto in 1942




Spouse





Maria Ziemny


(nee Zipper)


1922





Interviewee





Aleksander Ziemny


(changed from Keiner)


1924





Family Tree








Siblings





None





Maternal grandmother 





Antonina Kleinberg


(nee Kirschner)


1869 (?) -1942





Maternal grandfather 





Wilhelm Kleinberg


1867 (?) -1942








Paternal grandmother





Gusta Keiner


(nee ?)


1860s-1942 (?)





Mother





Paulina Keiner


(nee Kleinberg)


1896-1987





Father





Ferdynand Keiner


1893 - 1938





Paternal grandfather





Adolf Keiner


1860s-1942 (?)








Children





Alina Barbara Cahen �(nee Ziemny)


1948


Malgorzata Zofia Ziemny


1954
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