




Full name

	Sophia Stelmakher (nee Bekker) (Jewish name: Sarah) 




Where and when were you born?

	Rybnitsa, Odessa region, 29th December 1935 




Where else did you live?

	Dubossary (today Moldova), Chernovtsy 




Your educational level?

	Medical College


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Medical nurse 


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	My mother was an atheist and raised me an atheist.


What is your mother tongue?

	Russian 


How many languages do you speak?

	Ukrainian, Yiddish


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Death march; Jewish ghetto in Rybnitsa, Odessa region


Siblings

Their names

	None


Spouse

Name?

	Alexandr Stelmakher (Jewish name: Shmil) 


Where and when was he/she born?

	Roshkany (today Moldova), 1933 


Where else did he live?

	Rybnitsa, Chernovtsy


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes 


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Yiddish 


His/her educational level?

	Finished drivers’ school


Occupation?

	Driver 


Children

Their names?

	Igor Stelmakher (Jewish name: Isaac)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Wasn’t raised Jewish, but identifies himself as a Jew. 


Where and when were they born?

	Chernovtsy, 1957 


Where else did they live?

	–


Their educational level?

	Graduated from Chernovtsy College of Refrigeration Units, Faculty of Railroad Refrigeration Units 


Their occupations?

	Co-owner of plastic manufacture company 




How many grandchildren do you have?

	Granddaughter Diana Stelmakher, born in 1980 



His name?

	No information


Where and when was he was born?

	No information


Where else did he live?

	Rybnitsa, Odessa region


Where and when did he die?

	No information


What sort of education did he have?

	Graduated from Faculty of History of Odessa University


What sort of work did he do?

	Teacher of history at school


What was his level of religiosity? 

	No information


What was his mother tongue? 

	No information


Army service: Which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	No information


If he survived, what did he do after?

	No information



Your father’s father name? 

	No information



Your father’s mother’s name?

	No information



Her name?

	Evgenia Bekker (Jewish name: Genia) 


Where and when was she born?

	Rybnitsa, 1902 


Where else did she live?

	Odessa, Dubossary (today Moldova), Chernovtsy


Where and when did she die?

	Chernovtsy, 1993 


What sort of education did she have?

	Graduated from Faculty of Philology of Odessa University 


What sort of work did she do?

	Teacher of the Russian and Ukrainian languages and literature at school, director of school 


How religious was she?

	Atheist 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Grigory Bekker (Jewish name: Gersh) (1898-1960s): Upon graduation from Medical Faculty of Kharkov University worked in Gomel (today Belarus), later moved to Reni with his wife. Three children, moved to Israel.

Polina Bekker (Jewish name: Perl) (1908-1990): born in Rybnitsa, died in Haifa (today Israel). Lived in Rybnitsa before the war. Teacher of mathematics at secondary school. Single, one daughter, Sophia, moved later to Israel. After the war lived in Dubossary (today Moldova). Teacher of mathematics at secondary school. 




Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Death march; Jewish ghetto in Rybnitsa, Odessa region


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Lived in Rybnitsa, Dubossary. Teacher of Russian and Ukrainian languages and literature at school, director of school. 



Your mother’s father’s name? 

	Isaac Bekker 


Where and when was he born?

	Odessa region, 1860s


Where else did he live?

	Rybnitsa, Odessa region


Where and when did he die? 

	Dubossary (today Moldova), 1941


What sort of education did he have?

	Graduated from Veterinary Faculty of Odessa University  


What sort of work did he do?

	Veterinary doctor


How religious was he?  

	Grandfather was religious: he observed Jewish traditions, went to the prayer house on Saturday and Jewish holidays, prayed at home every day in the morning and in the evening. He also celebrated Jewish holidays.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


Army service: Which army and what years?

	None


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Dubossary (today Moldova). Buried alive by Germans in a massacre of Jews on a death march in 1941



Your mother mother’s name?

	Sarah Bekker (nee Mirochnik) 


Where and when was she born?

	Odessa, 1860s


Where else did she live?

	Rybnitsa, Odessa region


Where and when did she die?

	Dubossary (today Moldova), 1941 


What sort of education did she have?

	Graduated from Pedagogical Institute in Odessa 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	Grandfather was not religious but she observed Jewish traditions. She celebrated Jewish holidays. She had separate utensils for Pesach, and ate only matzah. I don't know if she kept a kosher household. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Dubossary (today Moldova). Buried alive by Germans in a massacre of Jews on a death march in 1941.
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Evgenia Bekker


1902–1993





Father





No information





The interviewee and her family

















Maternal grandmother








Maternal grandfather





Mother





Father





Paternal grandfather








Paternal grandmother








1
15

