




Full name

Boris Dorfman (Jewish name: Boruch)

Where and when were you born?

Kishinev (today Moldova), 23rd May 1923

Where else did you live?

Kiselyovsk, Kemerovo region (today Russia); Lvov 

Your educational level?

Graduated from the Faculty of Construction Materials of Moscow Engineering Construction College

What sort of work do/did you do?

Chief of Capital Construction in Kishinev; chief engineer of the Housing Department and part-time chief of the Capital Construction of Pharmacies in Lvov

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

My parents were moderately religious, they observed traditions and attended the synagogue.

What is your mother tongue?

Yiddish

How many languages do you speak?

Russian, Romanian, Moldavian, Polish, German 

If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

Soviet army, construction unit (1941-1946)

Where were you during the Holocaust?

Soviet army in Kiselyovsk, construction unit

Siblings

Their names

Pesia Dorfman



Where and when were they born?

Kishinev (today Moldova), 1926

What is their mother tongue?

Yiddish

Their educational level?

Secondary school

Their occupations?

N/A 

Where do/did they live? 

N/A

Do they have children?

N/A 

Where and when did they die?

Kishinev, 1941 (perished during the occupation) 

Spouse

Name?

Betia Dorfman (nee Rechister)



Where and when was he/she born?

Tulchin, Vinnitsa region, 1927 

Where else did she live?

Tashkent (today Uzbekistan), Poltava, Samarkand (today Uzbekistan), Kharkov, Lvov 

Is she Jewish?

Yes



What is her mother tongue?

Yiddish

His/her educational level?

Graduated from the Faculty of Foreign Philology of Lvov University

Occupation?

English teacher at a secondary school; presently director of the Jewish Sunday School in Lvov

Children

Their names?

Michael Dorfman

Rita Dorfman

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

Both children always identified themselves as Jews, studied Hebrew and the history of the Jewish people, observed Jewish traditions and holidays, and discussed all Jewish subjects. 

Where and when were they born?

Michael: Lvov, 1954

Rita: Lvov, 1956


Where else did they live?

Michael: Beer Sheva (today Israel)

Rita: Lvov

Their educational level?

Michael: studied 4 years at Lvov Medical College

Rita: graduated from the Faculty of Pharmaceutics of Lvov Medical College

Their occupations?

Michael: publisher of Russian newspapers in Beer Sheva 

Rita: pharmacist in Lvov 

How many grandchildren do you have?

Michael: daughter Sarra, born in 1981

Rita: sons Sania, born in 1982, and Zhenia, born in 1987


His name?

Mendel Dorfman



Where and when was he was born?

Gancheshty (today Moldova), near Kishinev (today Moldova), 1888 

Where else did he live?

Kishinev

Where and when did he die?

Karaganda (today Kazakhstan), 1942

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder, self-educated

What sort of work did he do?

Merchant



How religious was he? 

He observed the Jewish traditions and the kashrut, went to the synagogue on holidays, observed Sabbath, but didn’t wear a kippah. 



What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Army service: Which army and what years?

Tsarist army (1914-1917)



Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Six or seven siblings 

Sister (name unknown) (1880s-?): lived in Gancheshty, had two daughters

Where was he during the Holocaust?

In a Soviet labor camp in Karaganda until 1942 


Your father’s father name? 

Boruch Dorfman

Where and when was he born?

Gancheshty (today Moldova), 1850s

Where else did he live?

No information

Where and when did he die? 

Gancheshty, 1922

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder

What sort of work did he do?

Owner a store selling goods

How religious was he 

He was religious, observed traditions and Sabbath, celebrated the holidays, prayed at home and in the synagogue. 

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Army service: Which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your father’s mother’s name?

? Dorfman (nee ?)



Where and when was she born? 

Gancheshty (today Moldova), 1850s

Where else did she live?

No information

Where and when did she die?

Gancheshty, 1913

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?

No information

How religious was she?

She was very religious, observed the Jewish traditions and all the Jewish holidays.

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before


Her name?

Molka Dorfman (nee Zinger)

Where and when was she born?

Kiliya (today Moldova), 1888

Where else did she live?

Kishinev (today Moldova), Lvov

Where and when did she die?

Lvov, 1963 

What sort of education did she have?

Romanian grammar school in Kishinev 

What sort of work did she do?

Activist of Zionist movement, involved in public activities

How religious was she?

She was moderately religious, observed Sabbath and attended the synagogue on holidays, but she didn’t wear a wig or a kerchief.

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Five brothers and six sisters. Brothers: Iosif, Isaac (Itzyk), Srul, Shlomo and Shmil. Sisters: oldest Liya, Chiza, Feiga, Polia, Rachil, Riva. (Dates of birth – no information). They were married and had children. They lived in their own houses and kept livestock. They had good education, were involved in politics, were journalists, accountants and merchants. 

Liya: presumably born in 1880, perished in Kishinev in 1941.

Chiza: died in Kishinev in the 1960s.

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Soviet labor camp in Solikamsk (today Russia) 


Aaron Zinger

Where and when was he born?

Kiliya (today Moldova), 1860

Where else did he live?

Kishinev (today Moldova), Vienna (today Austria)

Where and when did he die? 

Kishinev, 1941

What sort of education did he have?

Finished 3 years at the Medical Faculty of Vienna University

What sort of work did he do?

Merchant, owner of trade companies and real estate

How religious was he?  

He was religious, observed all traditions and holidays, and wore a kippah during prayers. 

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Army service: Which army and what years?

None



Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Beba Fraiburg (nee Zinger) (1870s-1939): lived in Kishinev, housewife



Where was he during the Holocaust?

Perished in Kishinev during the occupation, 1941


Your mother’s mother’s name? 

Brucha Zinger (nee Rozenfeld)

Where and when was she born? 

Kishinev (today Moldova), 1860s

Where else did she live?

No information

Where and when did she die?

Kishinev, 1937 

What sort of education did she have?

Educated at home (her father was a rabbi and taught her)

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?

She was very religious but didn’t wear a wig or kerchief. She observed the kashrut, prayed at home, observed all Jewish holidays and went to the synagogue.

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before
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