




Full name

	Rebeca Mair Assa


Where and when were you born?

	Plovdiv, 24th March 1922


Where else did you live?

	Sofia, London (United Kingdom)


Your educational level?

	Elementary education


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Shirts tailor, quality controller in tailoring factory Boyka


What was the level of religiosity in your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	Was raised in the spirit of Jewish traditions, but not very religious. Always observe Jewish holidays though.


What is your mother tongue?

	Ladino


How many languages do you speak?

	Ladino, Bulgarian, English


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Plovdiv


Siblings

Their names

	Albert Mair Benvinisti

Rahamin Mair Benvinisti
	


Where and when were they born?

	Albert: Plovdiv, 9th May 1924

Rahamin: Plovdiv, 5th February 1927
	


What is their mother tongue?

	Both: Ladino


	
	


Their educational level?

	Albert: Jewish elementary school

Rahamin: Bulgarian elementary school and secondary school education


	


Their occupations?

	Albert: merchant

Rahamin: shoemaker
	


Where do/did they live? 

	Albert: Tel Aviv (today Israel)

Rahamin: Montevideo (today Uruguay)


	


Where else did they live?

	Albert: Plovdiv – till 1948

Rahamin: Plovdiv – till 1948, Tel Aviv from 1948-1949
	


Do they have children?

	Albert: Two daughters – Lora and Rossitsa
	


Spouse

Name?

	Moritz Isak Assa


Where and when was he/she born?

	Plovdiv, 1st November 1922


Where else did he live?

	Sofia, London (United Kingdom)


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes
	


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Ladino


His/her educational level?

	Commercial high-school, Plovdiv


Occupation?

	Merchant


Children

Their names?

	Isak Moritz Assa

Maer Moritz Assa

Margarita Moritz Alecsieva (nee Assa)
	


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Raised in the spirit of Jewish traditions and identify themselves as Jews; but they didn’t learn Ladino and all children are married to Bulgarians.


Where and when were they born?

	Isak: Plovdiv, 1942

Maer: Plovdiv, 1946.

Margarita: Sofia, 1951


Where else did they live?

	Isak: Sofia, Kiev (today Ukraine), Vienna (today Austria), London (United Kingdom), Tel Aviv (today Israel)

Maer: Sofia


	


Their educational level?

	Isak: higher technical institute

Maer: high-school in Sofia

Margarita: high-school in Sofia


Their occupations?

	Isak: teacher in mechanics

Maer: merchant

Margarita: clerk


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Five grandchildren. 

Isak: Moritz

Maer: Moritz and Maer 

Margarita: Tzveta and Lora



His name?

	Mair Avram Benvinisti


Where and when was he was born?

	Plovdiv, 1896


Where else did he live?

	Sofia 


Where and when did he die?

	Sofia, 1983


What sort of education did he have?

	Jewish elementary school


What sort of work did he do?

	shoemaker (on his own) in Plovdiv; shoemaker in a company in Sofia


What was his level of religiosity? 

	My father wasn’t religious at all. He didn’t like to go to the synagogue.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	None


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	5 siblings, all were born in Povdiv.

Sultana Marko Amar (nee Benvinisti): born in 1894, went to the USA in 1930 to live with husband Marko Amar. Has three boys in New York; one named Aron, born in 1922.

Rahamin Benvinisti: had a family, oldest son is called Marko, and went to Israel in 1948. 
Mihael Benvinisti: went to Israel in 1948; has four children: two twin girls and two boys, one called Albert. Wife died while giving birth to twins. Mihael married her sister Mati. She raised the kids.

Isak Benvinisti: has a family and two children, went to Israel with his children, after his wife Perla, his first cousin, presumably committed suicide.

David Benvinisti: born in Plovdiv but was sold to a richer family in the town of Haskovo.


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Plovdiv


If he survived, what did he do after?

	Shoemaker



Your father’s father name? 

	Avram Benvinisti


Where and when was he born?

	Karlovo, date unknown


Where else did he live?

	Plovdiv


Where and when did he die? 

	Plovdiv, date unknown


What sort of education did he have?

	Elementary education


What sort of work did he do?

	A leather-worker; also traded with leather


What was his level of religiosity? 

	He went to the synagogue regularly and observed the Jewish holidays.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	No information.


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your father’s mother’s name?

	Perla Benvinisti (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	Plovdiv, 1870s


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Plovdiv, 1938


What sort of education did she have?

	No education


What sort of work did she do?

	Cooked for rich families; babysitter


What was her level of religiosity? 

	Moderately religious. Observed all Jewish holidays and Sabbath, followed the kashrut.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name?

	Lora Benvinisti (nee Ilel)


Where and when was she was born?

	Plovdiv, 1900


Where else did she live?

	Sofia 


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 1961


What sort of education did she have?

	Elementary education


What sort of work did she do?

	Sewed sacks in a tobacco factory in Plovdiv; knitted children’s clothing
	


What was her level of religiosity? 

	She observed all Jewish holidays and Sabbath and followed the kashrut. She used special dishes on Pesach.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Kaduna ? (nee Ilel): married her husband Iako in Sofia. Daughter Shelly married a prosperous merchant and went to Israel with him. 

Ester ? (nee Ilel): married to Solomon, lived in Chirpan, left for Israel in 1943 and settled in Bat Iam; has two girls, Rika and Rashel, who live in Israel. 

Albert Ilel: went to Israel in 1931 and became a policeman; married to Ester, an Israeli, and has three children, two daughters and a son.

Haim Ilel: was killed as a soldier in WWI.

Liezer Ilel: went to first Cuba and further on to Chicago in 1931; has three children. 


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Plovdiv


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Dressmaker



Your mother’s father´s name? 

	Iako Ilel


Where and when was he born?

	Plovdiv, date unknown


Where else did he live?

	- 


Where and when did he die? 

	Plovdiv, date unknown


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Worked and traded with leather


What was his level of religiosity? 

	Went to the synagogue regularly, observed all Jewish holidays and Sabbath, followed the kashrut. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your mother’s mother’s name?

	Rashel Iako Ilel (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Karlovo, 1850s


Where else did she live?

	Plovdiv


Where and when did she die?

	Plovdiv, 1933


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


What was her level of religiosity? 

	Observed all Jewish holidays and Sabbath, followed the kashrut.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before
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