




Full name

	Olga Banyai nee Mermelstein (Jewish name: Braha)


Where and when were you born?

	Bikszad, 1923 (Romania)


Where else did you live?

	Huszt (Czechoslovakia), Budapest  (from 1942)


Your educational level?

	Grammar School, two years of industrial school


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Before the war: women’s haymaker

After the war: nursery school director, paper stockpiler in a printing house


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	The family was religious, her father was very religious, her mother less so, her father didn’t go out without a hat on, they kept the high holidays, went to synagogue, kept the Sabbath, brothers went to synagogue, had holiday meals


What is your mother tongue?

	Hungarian, Yiddish


What other languages do you speak?

	German, English, Ruthenian


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Forced Labor: Brick factory, Csepel (taken from there to Budakalasz by boat)

Concentration Camp: Auschwitz (Poland)

Labor Camp: Liebau (a sub-camp of Gross-Rosen) (Poland) (was liberated from there)


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Took on all kinds of work, in the end became a nursery school teacher, then director of the school, then worked in a printing house as a stockpiler.


Siblings

Their names

	Jakab Mermelstein (changed to Jack) (survived Bergen-Belsen concentration camp)

Ignac Mermelstein (survived Theresienstadt ghetto/concentration camp)


Where and when were they born?

	Jakab: Somkutpataka, 1921 (Romania)

Ignac: Huszt, 1926 (Czechoslovakia)


What is their mother tongue?

	Jakab: Hungarian, Yiddish

Ignac: Hungarian, Yiddish


Their educational level?

	Jakab: grammar school (8 grades)

Ignac: grammar school (6 grades), trained electrician


Their occupations?

	Jakab: tailor

Ignac: tailor


Where do/did they live? 

	Jakab: Los Angeles (USA)

Ignac: Los Angeles (USA)


Where else did they live?

	Jakab: Huszt, Budapest, Czechoslovakia (immigrated around 1945/46), France (5-6 yrs.), Canada

Ignac: Budapest (from 1942), Dombovar, Czechoslovakia (immigrated around 1945/46), Israel


Do they have children?

	Jakab: three sons

Ignac: two sons


Spouse

Name?

	Janos Banyai (Parents Magyarized it from Brand in 1929)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Nagykanizsa, 1916


Where else did he/she live?

	Budapest


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes.


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Hungarian


His/her educational level?

	Fine machinist, steel-industry technical school, economics university


Occupation?

	Watchmaker, shift boss


Where and when did he/she die?

	Budapest, 2003


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Sandor Banyai – was a head accountant in Mezohegyes after the war until 1956 when he, his wife and two children went to Israel, works in an orange production plant. His first two children died in the war, after the war he had a son and a daughter. The son died as a soldier in Israel at the age of 21.


Children

Their names?

	Zsuzsa Banyai

Gyorgy Banyai


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	The interview subject and her husband debated a lot about religion, her husband became an atheist, while she attended synagogue, her children are not very familiar with the Jewish religion.


Where and when were they born?

	Zsuzsa: Budapest, 1946

Gyorgy: Budapest, 1953


Where else did they live?

	Zsuzsa: Israel

Gyorgy: Budapest


Their educational level?

	Zsuzsa: high school diploma, 2 yrs. Conservatory, librarian qualification

Gyorgy: printer’s editor, journalism school, degree from Law University


Their occupations?

	Zsuzsa: was an administrator, worked as a librarian, presently on disability pension

Gyorgy: teacher at university, journalist, book editor


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Zsuzsa: Gabor, born in 1977, university student, works part-time, studied for 2 yrs. in Israel.

Gyorgy: no children



His name?

	Marton Mermelstein


Where and when was he born?

	Tiszaujlak, 1897


Where else did he live?

	Various places while traveling salesman, Bikszad (Romania), Huszt (Czechoslovakia), last fifteen years in Prague


Where and when did he die?

	Theresienstadt, 1941 (Czech-Moravian Protectorate)


What sort of education did he have?

	Grammar school, cheder


What sort of work did he do?

	Traveling merchants – sold candy, fruit… etc. at the weekly market in Huszt, Later he became a traveling salesman (sold Venetian blinds), then worked for a rabbi in Prague.


How religious was he? 

	He was religious, went every day to the mikveh and synagogue. Didn’t go out without a hat on. Wore a ‘regular coat and shirt’, that is, not the traditional Hassidic dress, wore a beard, but just a small goatee.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Hungarian and Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	Wasn’t a soldier. (Purposefully destroyed his ear to avoid the army, since they didn’t eat kosher.)


Tell me about his brothers and sisters
	Libi Mermelstein

	place and date of birth/death
	?, 1895 / Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland)

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Husband died aged 57 in Auschwitz (Poland)

	biographical data of children
	Judit (8yrs old), Olga (9 yrs old) when they died in Auschwitz

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Zseni ? nee Mermelstein

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / Szolnok, ? (died young of consumption). Lived in Szolnok.

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Husband was a traveling salesman in Subcarpathia

	biographical data of children
	Three daughters (Manci, Etus, Ella), Manci was still living in 2003

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Olga Mermelstein

	place and date of birth/death
	?, ? / Israel, ? , Olga went to Palestine during WWII and lived there.

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	One daughter and one grandson, they live in America

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Tamara Mermelstein

	place and date of birth/death
	No information

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	No information

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Dora ? nee Mermelstein

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / ? , ? , Lived in Budapest, was deported, survived

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Husband starved to death in the Budapest Ghetto

	biographical data of children
	Daughter survived the Budapest Ghetto

	describe how religious they were
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto: Theresienstadt (Czech-Moravian Protectorate) Died there.



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Mano Mermelstein


Where and when was he born?

	No information


Where else did he live?

	Szolnok


Where and when did he die? 

	Szolnok, died sometime in the late 1930s/early 1940s


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Comb maker, made and sold combs at markets.


How religious was he?  

	Not religious.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Hungarian


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information.


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Netti Mermelstein nee Stern


Where and when was she born? 

	Csenger, date unknown


Where else did she live?

	No information


Where and when did she die?

	Died young.


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Worked with her husband as a market stall merchant


How religious was she?

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	Hungarian


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Julia Herskovits nee Stern (the second grandmother of the interview subject)

	place and date of birth/death
	Csenger, 1861 / Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland). Lived in Remetemezo (Romania)

	occupation
	Housewife

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Lived in Bikszad from around 1860 -1895, was a pub owner

	biographical data of children
	They had 7 children (see: mother’s siblings)

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Samuel Stern

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / ? , ? , Lived in Budapest, survived the war.

	occupation
	Teacher

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Wife was also a teacher. 

	biographical data of children
	Had a daughter who died of cancer, and their son is dr. Pal Somjen, attorney.

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Herman Stern

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / Theresienstadt, early 1940s. (Czech-Moravian Protectorate). Lived in Ersekujvar.

	occupation
	“Rich landlord”

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	Probably had no children.

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Mozes Stern

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / ? , ? . Lived in Transylvania.

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	Olga, probably lived in Kolozsvar (Cluj, Romania)

	describe how religious they were
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before.



Her name?

	Eszter Mermelstein nee Herskovits


Where and when was she born?

	Bikszad, 1894


Where else did she live?

	Since her husband was a traveling merchant, they lived in many places. Longest period was spent in Huszt (Czechoslovakia)


Where and when did she die?

	Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland)


What sort of education did she have?

	Didn’t go to school.


What sort of work did she do?

	Seamstress, maid


How religious was she?

	Kept the high holidays.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish, Hungarian.


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Samuel Herskovits

	place and date of birth/death
	Bikszad, 1879 / Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland) Lived in Vecses.

	occupation
	Cantor teacher

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Died in Auschwitz at age 63.

	biographical data of children
	He had five children.

Laszlo Halmos: Bank director, taken to forced labor at age 43, died there. 

Erno: Lived in Salgotarjan with his family; also taken to forced labor and died there. His wife, Elza and their 3 yr old died in Auschwitz

Other children: No information

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Dezso Herskovits

	place and date of birth/death
	Bikszad, 1882 / Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland) Lived in Dombovar.

	occupation
	Cantor teacher

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Wife died in Auschwitz at age 58.

	biographical data of children
	Ten children:

Karoly: conscripted into Labor Battalion in Dombovar at age 26, never returned.

Olga: Went into hiding in Budapest.

Klari: Went into hiding in Budapest.

Jolan: survived the war.

Miksa, Jeno, Lajos: went to Labor Battalions and survived the war.

Other children: No information

	describe how religious they were
	Religious.

	Hanna Herskovits

	place and date of birth/death
	Bikszad, 1886 / Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland) Lived in Kolozsvar.

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	Two children.

Frida: died in Auschwitz at age 32.

Marton: died in Auschwitz at age 28.

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Sara Herskovits

	place and date of birth/death
	Bikszad, 1886 / Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland) Lived in Kolozsvar.

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	No information

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Fani Samuel nee Herskovits

	place and date of birth/death
	Bikszad, 1894 / Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland) Lived in Remetemezo.

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Lajos Samuel: Died in Auschwitz at age 52.

	biographical data of children
	Two children

Eva: Died in Auschwitz.

Jozsef: Died in Auschwitz.

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Pal Herskovits

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / New York, ?  (USA) Called up for forced labor battalion, survived the war, then emigrated to New York.

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	Had no children.

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Miksa Herskovits

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / ? , ?  Died of cancer.

	occupation
	No information.

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	Had a son named Janos.

	describe how religious they were
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Concentration camp: Auschwitz (Poland) Died there.



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Jakab Herskovits


Where and when was he born?

	Csenger, around 1860


Where else did he live?

	Bikszad


Where and when did he die? 

	Bikszad, around 1895


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Pub owner.


How religious was he?  

	No information.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Hungarian


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information.


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before.



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Julia Herskovits nee Stern


Where and when was she born?

	Csenger, 1861


Where else did she live?

	Bikszad, Remetemezo


Where and when did she die?

	Auschwitz, 1944 (Poland)


What sort of education did she have?

	Attended school.


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife.


How religious was she?  

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	Hungarian


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Netti Mermelstein nee Stern (see paternal grandmother)

	Samuel Stern

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / ? , ?  Lived in Budapest, survived the war.

	occupation
	Teacher.

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Anna nee ?, teacher.

	biographical data of children
	His daughter died of cancer, his son was:

dr. Pal Somjen, attorney, died in the early 1990s.

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Mozes Stern

	place and date of birth/death
	Lived in Transylvania

	occupation
	No information

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	Olga, probably lived in Kolozsvar.

	describe how religious they were
	No information

	Herman Stern

	place and date of birth/death
	? , ? / Theresienstadt, early 1940s (Czech-Moravian Protectorate) Lived in Ersekujvar.

	occupation
	“Rich landlord”

	biographical data and origins of spouse
	No information

	biographical data of children
	No information

	describe how religious they were
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before.


Spouse
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