




Full name

Melitta Seiler 

Where and when were you born?

Cernauti (today Ukraine), 1929

Where else did you live?

Brasov

Your educational level?

Ten classes of high school and evening school

What sort of work do/did you do?

Accountant for T.A.P.L. (organization that managed hotels and restaurants), clerk at Brasov University

How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

My parents were both religious, especially my mother. We observed the high holidays and all food was kosher. On Sabbath there was always fish or poultry cut by the shochet, and challah. My mother didn’t wear a wig or a kerchief.

What is your mother tongue?

German

What other languages do you speak?

Romanian, English, Yiddish, Russian

Where were you during the Holocaust?

Ghetto: 1941-1944 Mohilev-Podolsk, Transnistria (today Ukraine)

What did you do after the Holocaust?

Worked as an accountant and office clerk

Siblings

Their names

Erika Esther Ellenburgen (nee Seiler)

Where and when were they born?

Cernauti (today Ukraine), 1931

What is their mother tongue?

German

Their educational level?

Graduated from the Faculty of Philology of Maxim Gorkij University, Department of Russian-English, Bucharest

Their occupations?

Russian teacher

Where do/did they live? 

Brasov

Where else did they live?

Bucharest

Do they have children?

Marcel Ellenburgen, born in 1961

Spouse

Name?

Jacques Friedel

Where and when was he/she born?

Campulung Moldovenesc, 1927

Where else did he/she live?

Cluj-Napoca, Brasov

Is he/she Jewish?

Yes

What is his/her mother tongue?

German

His/her educational level?

Graduated from the Faculty of Medicine, Cluj-Napoca

Occupation?

Doctor

Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

None

Children

Their names?

Edward Friedel

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

Yes

Where and when were they born?

Brasov, 1955

Where else did they live?

Beer Sheva (today Israel)

Their educational level?

Graduated from the Faculty of Wood Industry, Brasov

Their occupations?

Engineer

How many grandchildren do you have?

Two granddaughters: Orly, born in 1988 and Sigal Friedel, born in 1989


His name?

Iosif Seiler

Where and when was he born?

Nepolokovtsy, Chernivtsi province (today Ukraine) 1901

Where else did he live?

Vienna (today Austria), Cernauti (today Ukraine), Brasov

Where and when did he die?

Brasov, 1989

What sort of education did he have?

School of chef de hors-d’oeuvre in Vienna

What sort of work did he do?

Chef d’hors-d’oeuvre in restaurants

How religious was he? 

He was religious, though not as much as my mother was; still he observed the high holidays and Sabbath.

What was his mother tongue? 

German

Army service: which army and what years?

Polish army: 1926-1927, Russian army: 1944-1946

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Name
place and date of birth/death
Occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Avram or Abraham Seiler
Zablotov (today Ukraine), 1903 - ?
No information
No information
Two daughters: Esther Seiler, ? Seiler, and one son
No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Ghetto: 1941-1944 Mohilev-Podolsk, Transnistria (today Ukraine) 

If he survived, what did he do after?

Manager of a food laboratory


Your paternal grandfather’s name?

? Seiler 

Where and when was he born?

Place unknown in Poland (today Ukraine), date unknown

Where else did he live?

Zablotov (today Ukraine)

Where and when did he die? 

Place unknown, 1917/8

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

No information

How religious was he?  

No information

What was his mother tongue? 

German

Army service: which army and what years?

Polish army in WWI

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your paternal grandmother’s name?

Melitta Seiler (nee?)

Where and when was she born? 

Place unknown in Poland (today Ukraine), date unknown

Where else did she live?

No information

Where and when did she die?

Zablotov (today Ukraine), 1919

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?

No information

What was her mother tongue? 

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before


Her name?

Sara Hudi Seiler (nee Sternschein)

Where and when was she born?

Cernauti (today Ukraine), 1905

Where else did she live?

Brasov

Where and when did she die?

Brasov, 1990

What sort of education did she have?

7 classes of elementary school

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?

She was rather religious, she cooked kosher food, baked challah on Fridays; she observed Sabbath and lit candles. She didn’t light the fire on Sabbath, somebody else came to do it. She also kept special cutlery for Pesach in the attic, which she took out only after the cleaning of the house.

What was her mother tongue? 

German

Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

Toni (Antonia) Bernhart 

(nee Sternschein)


Cernauti (today Ukraine), ? – Transnistria (today Ukraine), 1940s
Housewife
Jewish husband Bernhart
Two daughters: Sally and Neti Bernhart, now in USA
No information

Grete Knack 

(nee Sternschein)


Cernauti, ? - ?
Housewife
German Jewish husband Knack, gold merchant
None
No information

Moritz Sternschein


Cernauti, ? - Transnistria, 1944 
No information
Jewish wife
One son and two daughters, all died in 1944 in Transnistria
No information

Bernhart Sternschein


Cernauti, ? - ?
No information
Jewish wife Jeni
Two daughters: Marlene and Antonia Sternschein
No information

Max Sternschein


Cernauti, 1897 – Buenos Aires (Argentina), 1950s
Photographer
Jewish wife Suzie
One son: Vili Sternschein, born 1931, Cernauti, diamond polisher

One daughter: Ani ? (nee Sternschein), Cernauti, 1922, murdered in Bessarabia with her husband in 1942
No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Ghetto: 1941-1944 Mohilev-Podolsk, Transnistria (today Ukraine)

If she survived, what did she do after?

Housewife


Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

Michael Sternschein 

Where and when was he born?

Bukovina (today Czech Republic), 1863

Where else did he live?

Cernauti (today Ukraine)

Where and when did he die? 

Cernauti, 1931

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

Shopkeeper

How religious was he?

He observed Sabbath very strictly, he didn’t work. He went to the synagogue on all high holidays, and all the food in his house was kosher. 

What was his mother tongue? 

German

Army service: which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

Name
place and date of birth/death
occupation
biographical data and origins of spouse
biographical data of children
describe how religious they were

One sister (nee Sternschein)
No information
Housewife
No information
No information
No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your maternal grandmother’s name?

? Sternschein (nee?)

Where and when was she born?

Cernauti county (today Ukraine), 1860s

Where else did she live?

Cernauti (today Ukraine)

Where and when did she die?

Cernauti, 1930s

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

How religious was she?  

No information

What was her mother tongue? 

German

Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before
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