




Full name

	Tomasz Miedzinski (changed in 1951 from Tobiasz (Tewie) Szwach, because he wanted to hide his Jewish identity due to anti-Semitism in Poland after WW II)


Where and when were you born?

	Horodenka (today Ukraine), 1928


Where else did you live?

	Klodzko, Wroclaw, Warsaw, Paris (France)


Your educational level?

	Graduated from school for officers in 1949

1950-51: degree course at the Academy of Political Sciences on diplomacy


What sort of work do/did you do?

	1951-53: Foreign Ministry - inspector of Polish schools in the Paris region

1953- 1960: Polish Army - education and training department

1961-62: GDR Cultural Center department manager

1963 – 1976: Ministry of Higher Education department manager

1976: full-time secretary of the Central Board of the Polish Russian Studies Society


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	Our house was very secular, a socialist artisan household. There were no Orthodox Jews in our family. Of course we observed the holidays and every Saturday. I had a kind of semi-legal bar mitzvah, because by then the Russians were already in the town. At that time we were not officially allowed to celebrate Jewish festivals.


What is your mother tongue?

	Yiddish


What other languages do you speak?

	Polish, Ukrainian


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	None


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Horodenka (today Ukraine): ghetto, hiding place, 1941

Kolomyja (today Ukraine): ghetto, 1941

Lwow (today Ukraine): ghetto, Janowska Road Camp, 1942

Kolomyja (today Ucraine): ghetto, 1942

Rozanowka: labor camp, 1943

Partisan’s group, 1943




What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Returned to Poland, first settled in Wroclaw then in Warsaw; worked for Jewish Community and the Polish government 


Siblings

Their names

	Rywka Lichtensztein (nee Szwach) 

Mojsze Mendel Szawch

Szmulek Szwach

Mordechaj Szwach


Where and when were they born?

	All were born in Horodenka (today Ukraine):

Rywka: 1924

Mojsze Mendel: 1926

Szmulek: 1932

Mordechaj: 1934


What is their mother tongue?

	Yiddish 


Their educational level?

	Rywka: nursing school

Mojsze Mendel: cheder and grammar school

Szmulek: cheder


Their occupations?

	Rywka: nurse


Where do/did they live? 

	Rywka: Israel


Where else did they live?

	Rywka: former USSR, Klodzko


Do they have children?

	Rywka: Szlomo, born in 1945, and Wiktor, born in 1950


Where and when did they die?

	Mordechaj: Horodenka (today Ukraine), 1941

Mojsze Mendel: Horodenka, 1941

Szmulek: Kolomyja (today Ukraine), 1942




Spouse

Name?

	Jadwiga Podlewska

Jolanta Kaczkowska


Where and when was he/she born?

	Jadwiga: Czestochowa, 1931

Jolanta: Warsaw ghetto, 1941


Where else did he/she live?

	Jadwiga: Paris (France), Warsaw

Jolanta: No information


Is he/she Jewish?

	Jadwiga: No

Jolanta: Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Polish


His/her educational level?

	Jadwiga: elementary education

Jolanta: high school education 


Occupation?

	Jadwiga: civil servant in the archives department

Jolanta: trained as a surveying engineer and worked in the Jewish Theater


Where and when did he/she die?

	Jadwiga: Warsaw, 1986


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	No information


Children

Their names?

	Zbigniew Jozef Miedzinski 

Elzbieta Klara Wyzkowska (nee Miedzinska)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	No, until 1967 they didn’t even know they had Jewish blood.


Where and when were they born?

	Zbigniew Jozef: Paris (France), 1953

Elzbieta Klara: Warsaw, 1956


Where else did they live?

	Zbigniew Jozef: Warsaw


Their educational level?

	Both graduated from high school 


Their occupations?

	Zbigniew Josef: clerk

Elzbieta Klara: civil servant


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Elzbieta Klara: two daughters, Sylwia and Katarzyna 

Zbigniew Jozef: one son, Piotr



His name?

	Josef Szlojme Szwach


Where and when was he born?

	Zaleszczyki (today Ukraine), 1898 


Where else did he live?

	Horodenka (today Ukraine)


Where and when did he die?

	presumably Szeperowce (today Ukraine), 1942


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Carpenter


How religious was he? 

	On our street lived carpenters and other artisans. The Torah was kept in one of their houses and Saturday prayers were always held there. But on more important holidays, Yom Kippur, or Sukkot, for example, we would go to the big synagogue, or to beyt [bet] ha-midrash. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters
	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Icek Szwach


	born in Zaleszczyki (today Ukraine)

no further information
	ran a fruit stall at the bazaar
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Kopel Szwach


	born in Zaleszczyki, 

1905

no further information
	carpenter
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Estera Szwach


	born in Zaleszczyki

no further information
	No information
	Chaim Frajer
	No information
	No information

	3 other children


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto in Horodenka and Kolomyja (both today Ukraine)



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Abram Szwach


Where and when was he born?

	Place unknown, c.1850


Where else did he live?

	Zaleszczyki (today Ukraine)


Where and when did he die? 

	Horodenka (today Ukraine), 1937-38


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Tailor


How religious was he?  

	No information


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	No information


Where and when was she born? 

	Place unknown, 1850s


Where else did she live?

	Zaleszczyki (today Ukraine)


Where and when did she die?

	Place unknown, early 1920s


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	No information


How religious was she?

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information
	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name?

	Chaja Klara Szwach (nee Kupferman)


Where and when was she born?

	Horodenka (today Ukraine), 1900


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Horodenka, 1941


What sort of education did she have?

	Completed elementary school


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	She did not wear a wig. We kept a kosher kitchen until the mid-1930s, and after that only at holidays


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Sara Oxhorn (nee Kupferman) 


	Horodenka (today Ukraine), 1902 or 03

emigrated to the USA in the 1920s

no further information
	No information


	Natan Oxhorn


	She had children and grandchildren 

no further information
	No information

	Frajda Wajcman (nee Kupferman) 


	Horodenka, 1914

no further information
	tailor
	Hersz Wajcman
	No information
	No information

	Cypora Kupferman 
	born in Horodenka, emigrated to Uruguay in the mid-1920s,

no further information
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Frojm Kupferman


	born in Horodenka, no further information
	tailor
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Szlojme Kupferman 


	born in Horodenka, no further information
	tailor
	No information
	No information
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Horodenka ghetto (today Ukraine), died there in 1941



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Berl Kupferman


Where and when was he born?

	Kolanki, c. 1850


Where else did he live?

	Horodenka (today Ukraine)


Where and when did he die? 

	Horodenka, 1941


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Furrier


How religious was he?  

	He was a shammash in a prayer house, but he wasn’t an Orthodox Jew. There were no Orthodox Jews in our family. Of course he observed the holidays and every Saturday. He would put his prayer shawl on then. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	Austro-Hungarian KuK army during WWI


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Horodenka ghetto (today Ukraine), died there in 1941



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Menia Kupferman (nee Gutman)


Where and when was she born?

	presumably Horodenka (today Ukraine), 1870s


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Horodenka, 1941


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?  

	She did not wear a wig, but she kept a kosher kitchen.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Hersz Gutman


	No information
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Horodenka (today Ukraine), died there in 1941


Spouse
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