




Full name

	Halina Leszczynska (nee Birencwajg)


Where and when were you born?

	Lodz, 27th August 1929




Where else did you live?

	Countryside near Siedlce

Lwow (today Ukraine)

Vyksa (today Russia)

Pieszyce

Dzierzoniow

Wroclaw

Warsaw


Your educational level?

	Graduated with a degree in Russian Philology from Warsaw University


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Teacher of Russian


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	Mrs. Leszczynska’s father was a man with leftist views… he was a member of the freethinkers’ movement, so there were no religious customs at home. No holidays were celebrated, neither Jewish, nor Polish. She never had a Christmas tree in her life, never received money for Channukah. She was raised in a more progressive way, May 1st was an important holiday. But they were not an assimilated family. Her parents spoke Yiddish, she could speak Yiddish very well too. For those holidays, she went to her grandparents with her mother. She says: ‘Grandma was fanatically religious. She wore a wig. On Sabbath they couldn’t even tear up a piece of paper. They couldn’t because tearing was work! Some occupation. And on Friday evenings Grandma would always wear this clean, not new, but clean dress, buttoned up from the top to the bottom, because she wouldn’t have managed to put on anything over her head, because she was very stocky. And Sabbath, the entire ceremony would begin.’ 




What is your mother tongue?

	Yiddish


How many other languages do you speak?

	Polish, Russian


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	None 


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Countryside near Siedlce 

Lwow (today Ukraine)

Vyksa (today Russia, formerly: USSR) 


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	In 1946 the entire family arrived on the Regained Territories, in Pieszyce. After Mrs. Leszczynska’s parents with her sister moved to Warsaw, she went to Wroclaw and lived in a dorm there. She started University Preparatory Courses. She spent one year in Wroclaw, and she went to Warsaw. She continued taking that 2-year preparatory course in Warsaw. She got married to Jan Leszczynski. Shortly after that her son was born. She graduated from the first level of university, of the Russian Philology Faculty. She worked for 19 years as a teacher. She divorced. Her father died in 1966, so she started to live with her mother. In 1968 she got her Master’s degree. Now she has retired and she lives with her mother in Warsaw.


Siblings

Their names

	Cetka Wojcik (nee Birencwajg)


Where and when were they born?

	Vyksa (today Russia), October 1940


What is their mother tongue?

	Yiddish


Their educational level?

	She graduated from nursing school in Warsaw.


Their occupations?

	Nurse in the hospital on Woloska Street in Warsaw, in the ‘Veterans of the Workers’ Movement House’ and ‘Senior Physicians House’


Where do/did they live? 

	Pieszyce

Warsaw


Where else did they live?

	Nowhere else


Do they have children?

	Katarzyna Wojcik


Spouse

Name?

	Jan Leszczynski


Where and when was he/she born?

	Koluszki, date unknown




Where else did he/she live?

	Wroclaw

Warsaw


Is he/she Jewish?

	No




What is his/her mother tongue?

	Polish


His/her educational level?

	Graduated from Duracz School in Warsaw (Law Faculty)


Occupation?

	Lawyer 


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	No information


Children

Their names?

	Wlodzimierz Leszczynski


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Yes


Where and when were they born?

	Warsaw, 1951 


Where else did they live?

	Luxembourg


Their educational level?

	Graduated from Warsaw University, Faculty of Law 


Their occupations?

	He works in a financial company EuroAcces in Luxembourg


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Zofia Leszczynska (f)
Janusz Leszczynski (m)



His name?

	Dawid Birencwajg


Where and when was he born?

	Sosnowiec, 4th January 1904


Where else did he live?

	Lodz

Lwow (today Ukraine) 

Vyksa (today Russia)

Pieszyce

Warsaw


Where and when did he die?

	Warsaw, 1966


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Before WWII: Waiter in the bar ‘Tempo’ and in the café Gomulinski in Lodz

After WWII: construction worker (the hospital on Woloska Street), in Warsaw

Store keeper in the construction company ‘Stolica’ in Warsaw


How religious was he? 

	He was a non-believer. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	Polish Armed Forces, 1944 (3 days)


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	Judka Birencwajg
	Sosnowiec ? – USA (after the WW II)
	No information
	A Russian woman
	No information
	No information

	Rachela Majtlis (nee Birencwajg)

	Sosnowiec -? 1940s
	Housewife
	Maks Majtlis
	Fryda Majtlis
	No information

	Sala Malnowicer

(nee Birencwajg)

	Sosnowiec - ? 1940s
	Housewife
	Michal Malnowicer
	Three sons: Ber, Lajb, Avrum (Abram)
	No information

	Laja Poltorak

(nee Birencwajg)
	Sosnowiec - ? 1940s
	Housewife
	Chaim Poltorak
	Abram
	No information

	Bluma Poltorak

(nee Birencwajg)

	Sosnowiec - ? 1940s
	Housewife
	? Poltorak
	No information
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Lwow (today Ukraine)

Vyksa (today Russia)


If he survived, what did he do after?

	He returned to Poland in 1946. He lived first in Pieszyce. After that he moved to Warsaw. He died in 1966.



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Abram Birencwajg


Where and when was he born?

	No information


Where else did he live?

	Sosnowiec


Where and when did he die? 

	Sosnowiec, 1936


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	He had a little transport firm in Sosnowiec.


How religious was he?  

	Mrs. Leszczynska doesn’t know if Grandfather was truly religious or if it was just for show, for the neighbors and family. He wore a kapote and a beard.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


Army service: which army and what years?

	None


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Tema Birencwajg (nee Skornicka) 


Where and when was she born? 

	Tomaszow Mazowiecki, date unknown




Where else did she live?

	Sosnowiec


Where and when did she die?

	Killed during the Holocaust


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	‘Grandma was fanatically religious. She wore a wig. She was a simple woman, she may have been illiterate, because sometimes she’d hold the prayer book upside down, because she couldn’t read it anyway, but it was ‘doesn’t matter’ for her, she had so many things to discuss with God, there was no time to read anything out of the prayer book. On Sabbath you couldn’t even tear up a piece of paper. You couldn’t because tearing was work! Some occupation. And on Friday evenings Grandma would always wear this clean, not new, but clean dress, buttoned up from the top to the bottom, because she wouldn’t have managed to put on anything over her head, because she was very stocky. And Sabbath, the entire ceremony would begin.’


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	? Skornicki (brother)
	No information
	Store owner in Sosnowiec
	No information
	Daughter, who lived in US after WWII
Son, who died in the 1960s
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Sosnowiec, killed during the Holocaust (place unknown)



Her name?

	Gustawa Birencwajg (nee Blum)


Where and when was she born?

	Lodz, 15th December 1908


Where else did she live?

	Countryside near Siedlce

Lwow (today Ukraine)

Vyksa (today Russia)

Pieszyce

Warsaw


Where and when did she die?

	


What sort of education did she have?

	Mrs. Birencwajg went to a public school at 16 Szkolna Street, in Lodz. She didn’t graduate from that school.


What sort of work did she do?

	Before WWII: Saleswoman in the ‘Diament’ cold cut shop in Lodz

After WWII: director of a nursery in Pieszyce, director of a nursery in Warsaw


How religious was she?

	Mrs. Birencwajg’s  father was not very religious, but her mother wore a wig. When it comes to Jewish tradition, it was strictly followed at home thanks to Mrs. Birencwajg’s mother. They celebrated all the holidays at home: Sabbath, Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Sukkot, Yom Kippur. The house was kosher. On Saturdays the  father used to take the tallit and go out and pray.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	Laja Birencwajg


	Lodz 1910 - 

Lodz, ca. 1913
	Housewife
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Frojm Birencwajg


	Lodz, about 1912 – Lodz, ca. 1913 
	No information
	No information
	No information

	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Countryside near Siedlce

Lwow (today Ukraine)

Vyksa (today Russia)


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Mrs. Birencwajg went back to Poland, to the Regained Territories. She and her family lived in Dzierzoniow, where her daughters went to school and she was the director of a nursery. A few years later they went to Warsaw. Mrs. Birencwajg’s husband  died in 1966 and she now lives in Warsaw with her daughter Halina.



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Abram Blum


Where and when was he born?

	Place unknown, 1884


Where else did he live?

	Lodz


Where and when did he die? 

	Lodz, 1913


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	He had a little brush factory.


How religious was he?  

	He wasn’t very religious, but when it comes to Jewish tradition, it was strictly followed at home thanks to Mrs. Birencwajg’s mother.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	None


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Chaja Blum (nee Ajchenbaum)


Where and when was she born?

	No information


Where else did she live?

	Lodz


Where and when did she die?

	Lodz, 1918


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	She was very religious, she wore a wig, and when it comes to Jewish tradition, it was strictly followed at home thanks to her. The family celebrated all the holidays at home: Sabbath, Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Sukkot, Yom Kippur. The house was kosher.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before


Interviewee





Halina Leszczynska 


(nee Birencwajg)


1929





Family Tree








Siblings





Cetka Wojcik 


(nee Birencwajg)


1940





Maternal grandmother 





Chaja Blum 


(nee Ajchenbaum)


?-1918





Maternal grandfather 





Abram Blum


1884-1913








Paternal grandmother





Tema Birencwajg


(nee Skornicka)


? - between 1939 and 1945





Mother





Gustawa Birencwajg 


(nee Blum)


1908





Father





Dawid Birencwajg


1904 -1966





Paternal grandfather





Abram Birencwajg


? - 1936














Children





Wlodzimierz Leszczynski 


1951








Spouse





Jan Leszczynski


?





The interviewee and his family





Father





Paternal grandfather





Paternal grandmother





Mother





Maternal grandfather





Maternal grandmother








1
19

