




Full name

	Michal Friedman (changed from Mojsze Pinchos while being in the Soviet army in 1941 because of communist ideology) 


Where and when were you born?

	Kovel (today Ukraine), 1913


Where else did you live?

	Grenoble (today France), Lublin, Lodz, Wroclaw, Warsaw


Your educational level?

	Graduated from Warsaw University, journalism department, before 1939 and military high schools after 1945


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Military lecturer, publisher, Yiddish and Hebrew literature translator, Jewish languages teacher 


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	I was raised in a traditional Jewish home, non Orthodox, observing Jewish rituals and faithful to Yiddish culture 


What is your mother tongue?

	Yiddish 


How many other languages do you speak?

	Polish, Hebrew, Russian, French, English 


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	1941-44: Soviet Army

1944–67: Polish Army


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Kovel (today Ukraine): 1941; non-occupied USSR territory:1941–44


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	I served in the Polish Army (1945–1952), later I worked for the Defense Ministry’s Publishing House (1952-1963), and then I was deputy director of the Military Institute for Aviation Medicine (1963-1967). In 1967 I was discharged from the military, retired and started working as a translator and teacher of Jewish languages.


Siblings

Their names

	Regina Fryde (nee Friedman)

Rywka Friedman


Where and when were they born?

	Regina: Kovel (today Ukraine), 1911

Rywka: Kovel, 1923


What is their mother tongue?

	Yiddish


Their educational level?

	Both finished the Jewish-Polish gymnasium


Their occupations?

	Regina: typist in a Jewish Community 


Where do/did they live? 

	Kovel 


Where else did they live?

	-


Do they have children?

	No


Where and when did they die?

	Kovel: August 1942 (both)


Spouse

Name?

	Teresa Friedman (nee Lichota)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Przemysl, 1923 


Where else did he/she live?

	Hungary, Wroclaw, Warsaw, Lodz


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Polish


His/her educational level?

	Graduated from the Medical Academy as a physician


Occupation?

	Physician


Children

Their names?

	Andrzej Friedman


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	He was not raised as a Jew but when he was 17 (1968) his Jewish identity was revealed to him suddenly, got strengthened. He was even kicked out of his high school for supporting Israel against Arab countries. Since then he has been preserving his Jewish identity, and travels to Israel very often. I regard him a Zionist. 


Where and when were they born?

	Lodz, 1951


Where else did they live?

	Warsaw


Their educational level?

	Graduated from Medical Academy 


Their occupations?

	Physician, professor of neurology


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Marek (m) and Joanna (f)



His name?

	Aron Samuel Friedman 


Where and when was he born?

	Brest (today Belarus), 1880s


Where else did he live?

	Kovel (today Ukraine)


Where and when did he die?

	Kovel, c. 1935 


What sort of education did he have?

	Finished Russian vocational school


What sort of work did he do?

	Metalworker


How religious was he? 

	He was not extremely religious. However, he was quite a traditional person, and he politically supported Jewish socialist parties. He went to the synagogue on Sabbath and during holidays. He kept kosher. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	Served in the Russian Army during World War I


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	Irena Rajnberg


	died in Israel 

(no further information)
	No information
	? Rajnberg 

lawyer
	Ida Zonenszajn

(nee Rajnberg)

(no further information)
	No information

	? Jundow

(nee ?)


	No information
	No information
	? Jundow
	Janusz Jundow

Matys Jundow
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	? Friedman


Where and when was he born?

	Brest (today Belarus), c. 1840


Where else did he live?

	No information


Where and when did he die? 

	No information 


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	No information


How religious was he?  

	No information


What was his mother tongue? 

	Most probably Yiddish 


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	? Friedman (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	No information


Where else did she live?

	Brest (today Belarus)


Where and when did she die?

	probably Brest, c. 1915 


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	No information


How religious was she?

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information
	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name?

	Gienia Friedman (nee Bokser) (called Sosze Henia in the family)


Where and when was she born?

	Brest (today Belarus), 1880s


Where else did she live?

	Kovel (today Ukraine)


Where and when did she die?

	Kovel: August 1942


What sort of education did she have?

	None 


What sort of work did she do?

	Milliner


How religious was she?

	She was more religious than my father. She kept kosher at home, observed Sabbath and the traditions, would go to the mikveh sometimes, did all the religious feasts, sent me to cheder and at the same time wanted me to read books and learn Hebrew. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	4 sisters (no further information)


	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Jidl Bokser

(changed to Baxter in the US)


	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Kovel (today Ukraine), died there 



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Mojsze Pinchos Bokser


Where and when was he born?

	No information


Where else did he live?

	No information


Where and when did he die? 

	No information


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	No information


How religious was he?  

	No information


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Chana Bokser (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Kovel (today Ukraine), c.1840 


Where else did she live?

	USA


Where and when did she die?

	USA, date unknown


What sort of education did she have?

	None 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	Grandma Chana kept a traditional home. The kashrut and all the holidays were observed there.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	In the USA


If she survived what did she do after?

	No information 
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