




Full name

	Danuta (birthname: Gusta) Mniewska


Where and when were you born?

	Grabow (50 km from Lodz), 1925


Where else did you live?

	Lodz, Czestochowa, Warsaw, Belgrade (today Serbia)


Your educational level?

	Graduated from the State Theater School, Lodz


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Theater actress  


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	My mother observed some Jewish traditions. She lit the candles on Friday. We had a mezuzah next to the door. She did not follow the kashrut. Her parents did not eat anything at our home. My parents went to  synagogue on Yom Kippur or Rosh Hashanah. My father did it out of respect for my mother. He was a non-religious person. My mother went to synagogue out of respect for her parents.  


What is your mother tongue?

	Polish


How many other languages do you speak?

	German


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Lodz, 1939

Rakow – suburb of Czestochowa, 1939-41

Czestochowa Ghetto, 1941-1942

Czestochowa forced labor camp, 1942

Piaski – suburb of Czestochowa (in hiding), 1942-45


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Nurse in hospital and private nurse, Czestochowa and Lodz  

Student of State Theatre School, Lodz

Knitter, Lodz

Actress in theatres in Lodz, Warsaw and Elblag

Owner of an apple orchard, near Kutno (50 km from Lodz)


Siblings

Their names

	Helena Tenenbaum (nee Mniewska) (f)


Where and when were they born?

	Grabow, 1923


What is their mother tongue?

	Polish


Their educational level?

	Before WWII: uncompleted gymnasium in Lodz 

After WWII: beautician course in Wroclaw 




Their occupations?

	Beautician


Where do/did they live? 

	Ramat Gan (today Israel)


Where else did they live?

	Lodz, Czestochowa, Wroclaw


Do they have children?

	Bronislaw (Bronek) (m), born in early 1950s
Lilka (f), born in early 1950s


Spouse

Name?

	Bronislaw Rozenowicz

Kazimierz Dejmek


Where and when was he/she born?

	Bronislaw: probably Czestochowa 

Kazimierz: Kovel (today Ukraine)


Where else did he/she live?

	Bronislaw: Italy  

Kazimierz: Lodz, Warsaw, Belgrade (today Serbia)


Is he/she Jewish?

	Bronislaw: yes

Kazimierz: no


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Bronislaw: Polish

Kazimierz: Polish


His/her educational level?

	Bronislaw: Graduated from a Medical University in Italy

Kazimierz: Graduated from the State Theater School, Lodz


Occupation?

	Bronislaw: 

Doctor in the hospital of the Czestochowa Ghetto (1941-42)

Gynaecologist in Czestochowa (after WWII)

Kazimierz: 

Rector of State Theater School (1952-55)

Theater actor and director

Co-founder and director of the Nowy Theater in Lodz (1952-62, 1974-79 and 2002) 

Director of the Narodowy Theater (1962-68) and the Polski Theater in Warsaw (1981-95)

Minister of Culture and Art (1993-96)  


Where and when did he/she die?

	Bronislaw: Czestochowa, 1990s

Kazimierz: Lodz, 2002




Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Bronislaw: younger sister, killed during the Holocaust in Treblinka death camp in 1942; they were not religious 

Kazimierz: younger brother Henryk, died in the 1980s, no further information 


Children

Their names?

	Piotr Dejmek (m)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	He knew my Jewish descent, but we did not observe any Jewish traditions at home. 


Where and when were they born?

	Lodz, 1953


Where else did they live?

	Belgrade (today Serbia), village near Kutno (50 km from Lodz), Warsaw


Their educational level?

	Graduated from Film School in Lodz


Their occupations?

	Film and theater actor

Film producer

Director of the TVP1 channel of public Polish TV  


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Pawel (m), Katarzyna (Kasia) (f), Maria (f)



His name?

	Beniamin Mniewski


Where and when was he born?

	Grabow, 1900


Where else did he live?

	Lodz, Czestochowa


Where and when did he die?

	Probably murdered in Kosow near Treblinka after he escaped from the death camp, 1943 


What sort of education did he have?

	He studied at home


What sort of work did he do?

	Owner of a halva factory

Administrator of several tenement houses


How religious was he? 

	He had a bar mitzvah. He was a non-religious person, but he went to synagogue on Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	? Mniewska (f)


	Born probably in Grabow in 1880s or 1890s; died as a young girl of influenza
	     
	    
	    
	    

	? Mniewska (f)


	Born probably in Grabow in 1880s or 1890s; died as a young girl of influenza
	    
	   
	   
	   

	Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Lodz, 1939

Rakow - suburb of Czestochowa, 1939-1941 

Czestochowa Ghetto, 1941-42

Treblinka death camp, 1942

Kosow near Treblinka, 1943



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Josef Mniewski


Where and when was he born?

	Probably Grabow, 1860s or 1870s 


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	Probably Chelmno death camp, 1942


What sort of education did he have?

	He probably studied in cheder.


What sort of work did he do?

	No information


How religious was he?  

	He went to synagogue, he had a tallit, he always wore a kippah or a cap. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Probably Yiddish 


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Grabow, 1939-42 





Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Frajda Mniewska (nee Tajfel)


Where and when was she born? 

	Wloclawek (100 km from Lodz), 1860s or 1870s


Where else did she live?

	Grabow


Where and when did she die?

	Probably Chelm death camp, 1942


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	She observed Jewish traditions. She asked non-Jews to do the work on Saturday. She followed the kashrut. She wore a wig. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Probably Yiddish


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Grabow, 1939-42



Her name?

	Ewa Mniewska (nee Ryza)


Where and when was she born?

	Lodz, 1901


Where else did she live?

	Grabow, Czestochowa


Where and when did she die?

	Treblinka death camp, 1942


What sort of education did she have?

	Completed an elementary school


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife

Owner of a little grocery and a boarding house


How religious was she?

	She observed some Jewish traditions out of respect for her parents who were very religious. She lit candles on Friday. She went to synagogue on the high holidays, such as Yom Kippur or Rosh Hashanah.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	Cela

Grajman 

(nee Ryza) (f)


	Born probably in Lodz in 1890s, left for Palestine in 1930s; died in Israel in 1960s 
	Housewife
	? Grajman, left for Palestine in 1930s, died in Israel in 1970s
	Rachel Gilboa (nee Grajman) (f): born in Lodz in 1910s or 1920s; left with parents for Palestine in 1930s; married German Jew; owner of a farm and an orange orchard in Israel; three sons;

Szmuel (m): born in Lodz in 1920s; since 1930s in Palestine; married Hungarian Jewess; two children; died in Israel in 1990s;

Bracha (f): born in Lodz in 1925; since 1930s in Palestine; not married; radiologist in Israel;

Salomon (m): born in Lodz in 1920s; since 1930s in Palestine; left for Australia in 1950s; married twice to Jews
	Cela and her husband were rather religious. Their children considered themselves Israelis and non-religious Jews. 

	Maks Ryza (m)


	Born probably in Lodz in 1890s or 1900s; since 1920s in Germany; since 1937 in Italy; died in 1960s  
	Owner of a clothes factory and a fur coats store
	Pola Ryza (nee Milichtajch); since 1920s in Germany; since 1939 in Italy; co-manager in own factory and store; died in Italy in 1970s 
	Bella Ryza (f): born in Germany in 1923; since 1939 in Italy; not married; helper in the store of her parents;

Ruth Rofe (nee Ryza) (f): born in Germany in 1920s; since 1937 in Italy; helper in the store of her parents; married Egyptian Jew; daughter Schila;

Hanna Rando (nee Ryza) (f): born in Germany in 1920s; since 1937 in Italy; helper in the store of her parents; divorced Italian; two daughters: Liana married Jamaican and Daniela married Italian Jew
	They were atheists, but they felt Jewish. They were emotionally  connected with Israel

	Josef Ryza (m)

Bela ? 

(nee Ryza) (f)

Szoel Ryza (m)
	Born probably in Lodz in 1890s or 1900s; killed in Treblinka death camp in 1942;

Born probably in Lodz in 1900s; killed in Treblinka death camp in 1942;

Born in 1900s or 1910s; killed in the Lodz Ghetto in 1942 or 1943


	No information

Owner of a little fruit store 

No information
	Lonia Ryza (nee ?); born probably in Tomaszow Mazowiecki near Lodz; killed in Treblinka death camp in 1942;

Feliks ?; killed in the Holocaust in Treblinka

? Ryza (nee ?); killed in the Lodz Ghetto in 1942 or 1943


	Mietek (m), born in 1920s; killed in Treblinka death camp in 1942;

? (f), born in 1920s; killed in Treblinka death camp in 1942;

Hania (f), born in 1936 or 1937; killed in Treblinka death camp in 1942;

? (f), born and killed in the Lodz Ghetto in 1942 or 1943
	No information

They were atheists

No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Lodz, 1939

Rakow - suburb of Czestochowa, 1939-1941 

Czestochowa Ghetto, 1941-42

Treblinka death camp, 1942 



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Izrael Ryza


Where and when was he born?

	Probably Lodz, 1870s 


Where else did he live?

	Lodz, Grabow, Czestochowa


Where and when did he die? 

	Treblinka death camp, 1942


What sort of education did he have?

	He probably went to cheder


What sort of work did he do?

	Owner of a building firm


How religious was he?  

	He was traditional and religious. He observed Jewish holidays, especially Sabbath. He went to a synagogue. He ate only kosher food. He wore a yarmulka.  


What was his mother tongue? 

	Probably Yiddish


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Lodz, 1939

Rakow - suburb of Czestochowa, 1939-1941 

Czestochowa Ghetto, 1941-42

Treblinka death camp, 1942



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Mala Ryza (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Probably Lodz, 1870s


Where else did she live?

	Lodz, Grabow, Czestochowa


Where and when did she die?

	Treblinka death camp, 1942


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	She followed the kashrut. She didn’t eat anything at her daughter’s home, because she didn’t believe it was kosher enough. She celebrated many Jewish holidays. She did not work on Sabbath. She wore a wig. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Probably Yiddish


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	attitude to Jewish traditions

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Lodz, 1939

Rakow - suburb of Czestochowa, 1939-1941 

Czestochowa Ghetto, 1941-42

Treblinka death camp, 1942
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