




Full name

	Alexander Gajdos

(changed from Goldberger)


Where and when were you born?

	Zilina (today Slovakia), 8th April 1924


Where else did you live?

	Vrutky (today Slovakia)

Carlsbad, from 1946


Your educational level?

	Expelled from high school in third year on the basis of anti-Jewish laws of the Slovak State, so he transferred to fourth year of council school, which he finished.


What sort of work do/did you do?

	After the war, to make ends meet, I began working in Zilina as a plumber. After coming to Karlovy Vary, I for some time worked as a caretaker for the company Czechoslovak Hotels. I used to go around hotels fixing taps and similar things. Well, and then I got the position of district secretary for culture for the KSC. Then I worked in a national enterprise, and was the chairman of the company union council. As chairman of the company council I had always tried for everything to be fair, and I didn’t stray from that. Later I got a job as a construction technician. For several years I was on the board of the Jewish community in Karlovy Vary, until finally I became the president of the Karlovy Vary Jewish community.


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	We didn’t observe holidays very strictly in our family. On Friday my mother lit candles and then most of the time we’d have roast chicken. Later, when my father already didn’t have the store and he became a traveling salesman, he’d leave on Monday but would always return home on Friday. He traveled all over Slovakia. He sold flour for various mills. But he didn’t go to synagogue very often, only for the High Holidays. We used to attend the big Neolog synagogue in Zilina. There were a lot of Jews living in Zilina before the war. During the High Holidays the synagogue was full, despite the fact that you had to pay for a place there, and it wasn’t cheap. Everyone had to pay for his place.

We for example observed Rosh Hashanah. On that day we’d eat supper at home, and then go pray at the synagogue. Other than that I don’t remember anything in particular about that evening. For Yom Kippur we’d fast, but when I found something, I pinched off a bit for myself. But I liked Yom Kippur the best of all the holidays. But mainly because I’d meet up with all my friends in the synagogue courtyard. In the back, beside the synagogue, there was a Jewish school with a big schoolyard, and we’d fool around there. Our parents would still be sitting in the synagogue. Once in a while we’d make an appearance there, and then we’d disappear again. We also more or less observed Chanukkah, mainly we’d also go to the synagogue then, but for example we didn’t observe Sukkot or Purim at all. We also still observed Passover. In the evening we’d read from the Haggadah and the holiday table would be set. But the other things, like not eating bread, we didn’t practice. We had matzot, that’s true, but we also ate bread.

There were also Orthodox Jews in town, though there were a lot less of them, and they observed everything. I also used to come into contact with Orthodox Jews. My father even sent me to the yeshivah in Zilina. This nasty little man used to teach us. But I didn’t study at this school for long. You see, my mother didn’t care about traditions very much any more, and at home we didn’t eat kosher. So it was normal for her to wrap me up a bun with ham for teatime. That little man saw it, ran over to me, took me out into the courtyard and ‘gave me a licking.’ He told me to not show my face there anymore. That was the end of my religious upbringing. Otherwise, at that time I didn’t even know what I had committed with that ham.


What is your mother tongue?

	Slovak


What other languages do you speak?

	Czech, Hungarian, German


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	- 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps, 1945

- Czechoslovak Army, reconnaissance company, 1940s


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	- Labor camp: Zilina (today Slovakia), 1942 – 1944
- Slovak rebel army: Martin, Strecno (today Slovakia), to October 1944
- Partisan: Banska Bystrica (today Slovakia), November 1944
- In hiding: Low Tatras (today Slovakia), November – December 1944
- In jail: Banska Bystrica (today Slovakia), December 1944 – February 1945
- Partisan: Low Tatras, Priechod, Podkonice (today Slovakia), February – March 1945
- In the 1st Czechoslovak Army Corps: crossed territory from Poprad (today Slovakia) to Prague as the front progressed, March – June 1945


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	After the war, to make ends meet, I began working in Zilina as a plumber. After coming to Karlovy Vary, I for some time worked as a caretaker for the company Czechoslovak Hotels. I used to go around hotels fixing taps and similar things. Well, and then I got the position of district secretary for culture for the KSC. Then I worked in a national enterprise, and was the chairman of the company union council. As chairman of the company council I had always tried for everything to be fair, and I didn’t stray from that. Later I got a job as a construction technician. For several years I was on the board of the Jewish community in Karlovy Vary, until finally I became the president of the Karlovy Vary Jewish community.
	


Siblings

Their names

	Viera Goldbergerova (f)


Where and when were they born?

	Zilina (today Slovakia), 1927


What is their mother tongue?

	Slovak


Their educational level?

	-


Their occupations?

	N/A


Where do/did they live? 

	Zilina (today Slovakia)


Where else did they live?

	Varin (today Slovakia)


Do they have children?

	Childless


Where and when did they die?

	Died in the Shoah, 1940s


Spouse

Name?

	Irena Gajdosova (nee Rothova)

Miluska Gajdosova (nee Hrochova)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Irena: Kajdanove (Mukacevo district, today Ukraine), 1926

Miluska: Carlsbad, 1949


Where else did he/she live?

	Irena: Zilina (today Slovakia), Carlsbad 

Miluska: -


Is he/she Jewish?

	Irena: yes

Miluska: no


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Irena: Hungarian and Yiddish

Miluska: Czech


His/her educational level?

	Irena: no information

Miluska: no information


Occupation?

	Irena: seamstress

Miluska: sales clerk


Where and when did he/she die?

	Irena: Karlovy Vary, 1994 

Miluska: -


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Irena: Imre Roth (m), lived in Natanya (today Israel), had a furniture store, Neolog

Bela Roth (m), lived in Beer Sheva (today Israel), had a company that transported sand to construction sites, Neolog 

Miluska: no information


Children

Their names?

	Milan Gajdos (m)

Roman Gajdos (m)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	We tried to raise our sons to be decent people. They weren’t circumcised; my wife wouldn’t allow it due to past experiences. She said that she didn’t want to ruin their lives... We of course didn’t keep their origin a secret from them, and they knew about everything.


Where and when were they born?

	Milan: Karlovy Vary (today Czech Republic), 1953

Roman: Karlovy Vary (today Czech Republic): 1956


Where else did they live?

	Milan: Tachov

Roman: -


Their educational level?

	Milan: Graduated from secondary vocational school, electrical technology

Roman: Civil engineering school in Prague


Their occupations?

	Milan: worked in agriculture

Roman: designer


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Milan: has two sons

Roman: none



His name?

	Heinrich Galik (changed from Goldberger)


Where and when was he born?

	Nitra (today Slovakia), 17th July 1898


Where else did he live?

	Zilina (today Slovakia)

Vrutky (today Slovakia)

Karlovy Vary 

Prague 


Where and when did he die?

	Prague, 1978


What sort of education did he have?

	Basic education


What sort of work did he do?

	Before the war he worked as a traveling salesman for the company Mendl & Son, in Zilina. Then my father went into business for himself, and opened a general store. He took out a bunch of loans, and then the Wall Street stock market crash came, and the depression began. There wasn’t any work, the executor came and that was the end. If I remember correctly, my father was the first in the region to have an electric slicer for ham and smoked meats. Unfortunately, after the stock market crash he didn’t have anything to make payments with. Besides my father, my mother also worked in the store, plus another employee that did heavier work. For example he used to go get flour and worked in the warehouse. After the war, my father got a job in a spa, in Karlovy Vary. First he was in the oxygen shop, where they filled oxygen tanks. Then he became an accommodation officer at the head office. He stayed there until retirement. As a pensioner he worked as an inspector in the colonnade. Basically he walked around there all day from morning to evening, and watched over things.


How religious was he? 

	We didn’t observe holidays very strictly in our family. On Friday my mother lit candles and then most of the time we’d have roast chicken. Later, when my father already didn’t have the store and he became a traveling salesman, he’d leave on Monday but would always return home on Friday. He traveled all over Slovakia. He sold flour for various mills. But he didn’t go to synagogue very often, only for the High Holidays. We used to attend the big Neolog synagogue in Zilina. There were a lot of Jews living in Zilina before the war. During the High Holidays the synagogue was full, despite the fact that you had to pay for a place there, and it wasn’t cheap. Everyone had to pay for his place.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Probably Hungarian


Army service: which army and what years?

	Austro-Hungarian army in WWI


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Jozef Goldberger (m)
(nickname Jozko)

	Nitra (today Slovakia), 1890s - died in the Shoah
	Owned a general store
	Malvina Goldbergerova
(nee ?)
	Tibor (m)

Lived in Ecuador

Magda (f)

Lived in Sweden
	Neolog

	Julius Gal (nickname Gyula)

(changed from Godberger) (m)
	Nitra, ca. 1896 - died in the Shoah
	Owned a radio store and workshop
	Vilma Gal (nee Braunova)


	Michal (nickname Miki) (m)

Died in the Holocaust

Stefan (nickname Pista) (m)

Died after WWII in Prague (today Czech Republic)


	Neolog

	Rudolf Gal

(nickname Rudi) (changed from Goldberger) (m)
	Nitra, 1890s - died after the war
	Architect
	No information
	Walter (m)

Babi (m)

Name unknown (f), pharmacist
Survived the Shoah, and after the war they moved to the Palestine, later they returned to Czechoslovakia
	Neolog

	Cecilia Hornova

(nee Goldbergerova) (f)
	Nitra, 1890s - died in the Shoah
	Housewife
	? Horn

Had a barber shop 
Died in the 1930s
	Alexander (nickname Sandor, Sanyi) (m)
	Neolog


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Labor camp: Zilina (today Slovakia)

In hiding: Rajecke Teplice (today Slovakia)

Concentration camp: Sachsenhausen (today Germany)

Concentration camp: Buchenwald (today Germany)


If he survived, what did he do after?

	After the war, my father got a job in a spa, in Karlovy Vary. First he was in the oxygen shop, where they filled oxygen tanks. Then he became an accommodation officer at the head office. He stayed there until retirement. As a pensioner he worked as an inspector in the colonnade. Basically he walked around there all day, from morning to evening, and watched over things.



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Bernat Goldberger


Where and when was he born?

	Place unknown, ca. 1865


Where else did he live?

	Nitra (today Slovakia)


Where and when did he die? 

	Nitra (today Slovakia), 1935-1937


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	He had a general store.


How religious was he?  

	He wasn’t religious, didn’t eat kosher, but the family observed holidays.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Probably Hungarian


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Terezia Goldbergerova (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	Place unknown, 1960s


Where else did she live?

	Nitra (today Slovakia)


Where and when did she die?

	Nitra, 1930s


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	She wasn’t religious, nor did she lead a kosher household, but the family observed holidays.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Probably Hungarian


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name?

	Sidy Goldbergerova (nee Lubovicova)


Where and when was she born?

	Trstena (today Slovakia), 1900


Where else did she live?

	Zilina (today Slovakia)

Vrutky (today Slovakia)


Where and when did she die?

	Died in the Shoah, 1940s


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	She helped my father in the store.


How religious was she?

	We didn’t observe holidays very strictly in our family. On Friday my mother lit candles and then most of the time we’d have roast chicken.

There were also Orthodox Jews in town, though there were a lot less of them, and they observed everything. I also used to come into contact with Orthodox Jews. My father even sent me to the yeshivah in Zilina. This nasty little man used to teach us. But I didn’t study at this school for long. You see, my mother didn’t care about traditions very much any more, and at home we didn’t eat kosher. So it was normal for her to wrap me up a bun with ham for teatime. That little man saw it, ran over to me, took me out into the courtyard and ‘gave me a licking.’ He told me to not show my face there anymore. That was the end of my religious upbringing. Otherwise, at that time I didn’t even know what I had committed with that ham.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Slovak


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Lina Löwenberg (nee Lubovicova)

(f)
	Trstena (today Slovakia), 1900s - died in the Shoah
	Housewife
	Löwenberg

Lived in Nowy Targ (today Poland) Barber, survived the Shoah in Russia
	Had a son and daughter; both died during the Shoah
	No information

	Ruzna Lubovicova (f)


	Trstena, 1910s - died in the Shoah
	No information
	None
	None
	Neolog

	Zoli Lubovic (m)

(stepbrother, from father’s second marriage)

	Trstena, 1935 - died in the Shoah
	-
	-
	-
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Labor camp: Zilina (today Slovakia)

In hiding: Rajecke Teplice (today Slovakia)

Concentration camp: Ravensbrück (today Germany)



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Markus Lubovic


Where and when was he born?

	Place unknown, 1940s


Where else did he live?

	Trstena (today Slovakia)

Vrutky (today Slovakia)


Where and when did he die? 

	Died in the Shoah, 1940s


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	He owned a bakery in the town of Trstena.


How religious was he?  

	My grandfather was a Neolog Jew, which means that the High Holidays were observed in the family, but the Sabbath less, and the kashrut not at all.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Slovak


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	No information



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	No information


Where and when was she born?

	No information


Where else did she live?

	No information


Where and when did she die?

	No information (died before the interviewee was born)


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	No information


How religious was she?  

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	No information


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before
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