




Full name

	Bina Yosif Dekalo (nee Aroyo)


Where and when were you born?

	Yambol, 1915


Where else did you live?

	Rousse, Lom, Sofia


Your educational level?

	Secondary school; unfinished university music education




What sort of work do/did you do?

	1935-1942: worker in the socks producing factory ‘Ruffo’, Sofia
1944–1950: inspector in a Jewish cultural organization
1950–1960s: clerk in the ‘Campaigns and Propaganda’ department of the Lenin Regional Committee of the Communist Party
1960s–1972: clerk in the construction plant ‘Zemlyane’


What was the level of religiosity in your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	My parents were strictly Orthodox. The food at home was always kosher, nobody worked on Sabbath. They regularly went to the synagogue. On Saturday my parents usually invited guests. My mother wore a kerchief.


What is your mother tongue?

	Ladino


How many languages do you speak?

	Ivrit, French




Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Internment: Haskovo


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Inspector in a Jewish cultural organization


Siblings

Their names

	Bella Benaroya (nee Behmoaras) (f)
Albert Avram Aroyo (m)

Mois Avram Aroyo (m)

Aron Avram Aroyo (m)
Sami Avram Aroyo (m)
Jacques Avram Aroyo (m)
Carolina Buko Agranati (nee Aroyo) (f) 

Herzl Avram Aroyo (m)
Marco Avram Aroyo (m)
Lazar Avram Aroyo (m)


Where and when were they born?

	Bella: Odrin (today Turkey), 1900s

Albert: Yambol, 1888

Aron: Yambol, 1890

Mois: Yambol, 1890s

Sami: Yambol, 1890s

Jacques: Yambol, 1900s

Carolina: Yambol, 1900s

Herzl: Yambol, 1900s

Marco: Yambol, 1908

Lazar: Yambol, 1912


What is their mother tongue?

	Ladino


Their educational level?

	Bella: Jewish elementary school

Albert: Jewish elementary school
Aron: Jewish elementary school
Mois: Jewish elementary school

Sami: Jewish elementary school

Jacques: Jewish elementary school

Carolina: Jewish elementary school

Herzl: Jewish elementary school

Marco: French College, Rousse
Lazar: High school in Rousse, school preparing for chalutzim in Pazardjik


Their occupations?

	Bella: Housewife
Albert: Representative of a French perfume company
Mois: Employee in a company producing gun-powder in Rousse, clerk in Israel
Aron: Trader in gold and valuables

Sami: Merchant
Jacques: Merchant
Carolina: Housewife
Herzl: Merchant
Marco: Representative of a French bank in Lom, founder of Kfar Hitim in Isrаel, farmer
Lazar: car mechanic in a kibbutz 


Where do/did they live? 

	Bella: Istanbul (today Turkey)
Albert: Paris (France)
Mois: Haifa (today Israel)
Aron: Pleven
Sami: Haifa
Jacques: Tel Aviv (today Israel)
Carolina: Sofia
Herzl: Amidar

Marco: Kfar Hitim (today Israel)
Lazar: Ma’arabot kibbutz (today Israel)


Where else did they live?

	Bella: Odrin (today Turkey), Chicago (USA)

Albert: Rousse
Mois: Rousse
Aron: Paris, Sofia
Sami: -

Jacques: -
Carolina: -
Herzl: Rousse, Sofia
Marco: Lom
Lazar: Pazardjik


Do they have children?

	Bella: three children, first unknown, Rafael and Sarah 
Albert: two daughters - Jana and Sofka
Mois: one daughter - Jana
Aron: none

Sami: two children – Pepo and Mois
Jacques: two children – Yosif and Mois
Carolina: three children – Lili, Ester and Estrea
Herzl: none

Marco: two children – Yosif and Malka
Lazar: two children – Gidon and Oro


If they died: where and when did that happen?

	Bella: Chicago (USA), 1980s
Albert: Auschwitz (today Poland), 1944
Mois: Haifa (today Israel), 1950
Aron: Pleven, 1960s
Sami: Haifa, 1960s
Jacques: Tel Aviv (today Israel), 1990s
Carolina: Turkey, 1940
Herzl: Amidar, 1990s
Lazar: Ma’arabot kibbutz (today Israel), 1990


Spouse

Name?

	Israel Vasser

Mois Israel Dekalo 


Where and when was he/she born?

	Israel Vasser: Sofia, date unknown

Mois Israel Dekalo: Karnobat, 1905


Where else did he live?

	Israel Vasser: Israel

Mois Israel Dekalo: Bourgas, Sofia


Is he/she Jewish?

	Israel Vasser: Yes

Mois Israel Dekalo: Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Israel Vasser: Ladino

Mois Israel Dekalo: Ladino


His/her educational level?
	Israel Vasser: High school

Mois Israel Dekalo: Elementary school; expelled from the Bourgas high school for being a communist


Occupation?

	Israel Vasser: Secretary of the spiritual council in the central synagogue in Sofia

Mois Israel Dekalo: Before 1944: worker at the port of Bourgas; after 1944: clerk in the Ministry of Interior Trade (head of department)

At the same time he also worked in the regional committee of the Bulgarian Communist Party


In case he/she died, where and when did that happen?

	Israel Vasser: Israel, date unknown

Mois Israel Dekalo: Sofia, 1972


Children

Their names?

	Rami Mois Dekalo 


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Yes, my son was brought up in line with the Jewish traditions. He goes to the synagogue during the holidays. In 1991 he decided to leave and settle in Israel.


Where and when were they born?
	Sofia, 1941


Where else did they live?

	Israel, Beer Sheva (today Israel)


Their educational level?

	Chemical and Technical Institute in Sofia


Their occupations?

	Chemical engineer


How many grandchildren do you have?

	One granddaughter - Sabina Dekalo



His name?

	Yosif Avram Aroyo


Where and when was he was born?
	Yambol, 1861


Where else did he live?

	Rousse, Sofia


Where and when did he die?

	Sofia


What sort of education did he have?

	Cheder


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant


What was his level of religiosity? 

	My father was extremely religious. He regularly went to the synagogue on Friday evenings. On Sabbath he closed the shop and did not work. He assisted the synagogue financially. He wore a kippah and a tallit only when he went to the synagogue. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	Bulgarian army in the Balkan War (1912-1913)


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	Profession
	Biography data and origin of husband/wife
	Biography data for the children


	Describe their level of religiosity

	Lia Avram Aroyo (m)


	Yambol, dates unknown
	Craftsman
(had a workshop in Aytos)
	Jewish wife Rosa, born in Aytos
	Two sons, Buko and Vitali, and two daughters 
	They observed the Jewish traditions. They were not religious.

	Jules Avram Aroyo (m)
	Yambol, dates unknown
	Merchant
(had a haberdashery in Rousse)
	Jewish wife Bea, from Pazardjik
	Jacques Aroyo professor economist, lived in Sofia 
Rene Panayotova (nee Aroyo), lawyer, married to a Bulgarian

Leonora Aroyo

graduated from a French college, housewife
	They were not religious. 


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandfather's name?

	Avram Aroyo


Where and when was he born?

	Yambol, 1830s


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	Yambol, 1919


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Owner of a dairy farm


What was his level of religiosity? 

	Highly religious. He went regularly to the synagogue.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	None


Tell us about his siblings:

	name
	Place and date of birth/death
	profession
	Biographical data and origin of husband/wife
	Biographical data about the children 
	Describe their level of religiosity 

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother's name?

	Sunhula Aroyo (nee?)


Where and when was she born? 

	Yambol, date unknown


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Yambol, 1920s


What sort of education did she have?

	No education


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


What was her level of religiosity? 

	She was highly religious. She strictly followed the Jewish traditions. She prepared kosher food and had separate dishes for dairy and for meat products. She wore a kerchief.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell us about her siblings

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death 
	Profession
	Biographical data and origin of husband/wife 
	Biographical data about the children 
	Describe their level of religiosity 

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name

	Victoria Avram Aroyo (nee Behmoaras)


Where and when was she was born?

	Odrin (today Turkey), 1880s


Where else did she live?

	Yambol, Rousse, Lom, Sofia


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 1944


What sort of education did she have?

	No education


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


What was her level of religiosity? 

	Very religious, she visited the synagogue often, prepared kosher food, did all the preparations for the Jewish holidays.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


 Tell us about her siblings

	name
	Place and date of birth/death  
	profession
	Biographical data and origin of husband/wife
	Biographical data about the children
	Describe their level of religiosity

	Haim Behmoaras (m)


	Born in Odrin (today Turkey) in 1860s – 1970s (lived very long)
	Lawyer
	Married

(No further information)
	three daughters and two sons
	No information

	? Behmoaras (m)


	Odrin, 1870s - ?
	Rabbi of Odrin
	Had a family
	No information
	No information

	Rafael Behmoaras (m)


	Odrin, 1870s - ?
	Merchant, lived in Varna
	Married


	No information
	No information

	Solucha ? (nee Behmoaras) (f)


	Odrin, 1880s - ?


	Housewife, lived in Tsarigrad (today Istanbul, Turkey)


	Married


	No information
	No information

	Sultana ? (nee Behmoaras) (f)
	Odrin, 1880s - ?
	Housewife, lived in Thessaloniki
(Greece)
	Had a family, a daughter, who died in Poland
	No information
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Internment: Haskovo



Your maternal grandfather's name?

	Mordohay Behmoaras


Where and when was he born?

	Odrin (today Turkey), date unknown


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	Odrin, 1920s


What sort of education did he have?

	Cheder 


What sort of work did he do?

	Chief rabbi in the Odrin synagogue


What was his level of religiosity? 

	He was strictly Orthodox. He knew many prayers. He wore a black cloak with stripes, a special hat ‘chazzanim’ embroidered in gold thread. He had a beard.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	No information


Tell us about his siblings



	Name
	Place and date of birth/death  
	Profession
	Biographical data and origin of husband/wife
	Biographical data about the children
	Describe their level of religiosity 

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Bucha Behmoaras (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Odrin (today Turkey), date unknown


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Odrin, date unknown


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


What was her level of religiosity?  

	Strictly religious


What is her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell us about her siblings.

	Name
	Place and date of birth/date 
	Profession
	Biographical data and origin of husband/wife
	Biographical data about the children
	Describe their level of religiosity 

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before
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