




Full name

	Güler Orgun


Where and when were you born?

	Istanbul, 23rd February 1937


Where else did you live?

	Ankara 


Your educational level?

	Finished secondary school; English High School for Girls


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Secretarial, commerce, poultry farming, carpet-kilim manufacturing, editing


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	My family was not religious. I was raised liberally.


What is your mother tongue?

	A combination of French, Turkish and Judeo-Spanish (in that order) 


What other languages do you speak?

	French, Turkish, English, Ladino, Modern Spanish 


Siblings

Their names

	None


Spouse

Name?

	1st husband: Jak Karasu 
2nd husband: A. Z. Günel Orgun


Where and when was he/she born?

	Jak: Istanbul, 23rd January 1933

Günel: Istanbul, 2nd October 1936


Where else did he/she live?

	Jak: Istanbul, then USA and Spain after we divorced

Günel: -


Is he/she Jewish?

	Jak: Yes

Günel: No


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Jak: A combination of French, Turkish and Judeo-Spanish

Günel: Turkish


His/her educational level?

	Jak: English High School for Boys, Istanbul; then business administration in the US, after we divorced.

Günel: Finished lycée (Robert College, Istanbul) 


Occupation?

	Jak: Worked for an American metallurgical company, after we divorced and he studied in an American University.

Günel: Worked at Tatko Automotive Co. For 9 years, in my father’s business of representation in Turkey of the Ferro Enamels (Holland) N.V. factory, Poultry Farming in our own farm situated in Polonezkoy, Istanbul for 10 years. He is now retired. 


When and where did he/she die?

	Jak: I was told that he recently died in Spain where he lived and worked after being divorced from his second wife (an American).

Günel: He is still alive and in good health.


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Jak: None
Günel: My husband’s sister: Alev Karababa (née Orgun), born in 1943, finished lycée, worked as proof-reader at Maden Tetkik Arama Institute and retired, is married to Ihsan Karababa, chemical engineer at the same institution. They have a daughter, Pınar, who is working on her doctorate at the Middle East Technical University. They live in Ankara. They are Muslims. They are not religious.


Children

Their names?

	Cemil Orhan Orgun (m) 

Gün Orgun Carruth (née Orgun) (f)




Where and when were they born?

	Cemil Orhan: Istanbul, 30th November 1966

Gün: Istanbul, 1st October 1968


Where else did they live?

	Cemil Orhan: Istanbul and California (USA)
Gün: Istanbul and Glasgow (Scotland)


Their educational level?

	Cemil Orhan: After graduating in Mechanical Engineering from Boğaziçi University, obtained his master’s degree in Mechanical Engineering at UC Berkeley (USA), and his PhD in Linguistics also at UC Berkeley.

Gün: After graduating in English Literature at Boğaziçi University, obtained her master’s degree at the University of Edinburgh, and her PhD at the University of Glasgow, in the same branch.


Their occupations?

	Cemil Orhan: Teaches Linguistics at UC Davis

Gün: Works in a Refugee Aid Office in Glasgow


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Cemil Orhan: Jem (m), born in 1995, Eli (m), born in 1998 

Gün: Jamie (m) 2000, Lisha (f) 2003.



His name?

	Avni Tunçer
(In his Romanian Birth Certificate Hayim Nassi, in his Istanbul documents Henri Nassi)


Where and when was he born?

	Köstence (Constanza, today Romania), 1903


Where else did he live?

	Romania, Istanbul


Where and when did he die?

	Istanbul, 12th May 1999


What sort of education did he have?

	Secondary School


What sort of work did he do?

	Importer – Businessman, Agent


How religious was he?  

	He was not religious, but he had had his bar mitzvah.


What was his mother tongue?

	Romanian


Army service: which army and what years?

	1943, in Dumlupınar (‘20 classes’)


Tell me about his brothers and sisters

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Viktorya Levi

(née Nassi)


	Constanza (today Romania), 1895 - 
Istanbul, 1979
	Housewife
	Israel Levi
	None
	Not religious

	David Nassi


	Constanza, 1899 - Israel, 1943

	No information 
	Blanka Nassi

(née Kemalov)

1902-1975
	Moshe
Born in 1933 in Burgaz (today Bulgaria)
Nehama 
1938

Burgaz, 1938 - San Francisco (USA), 1994
	No information

	Moiz Nassi


	Constanza, 1900-1918


	Money-collector at a bank
	N/A
	N/A
	No information

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Istanbul


What did he do after the Holocaust?

	Continued working as long as his sickness allowed him to



A

Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Izak David Nassi


Where and when was he born?

	Istanbul, 1855


Where else did he live?

	Romania, after 1920 Istanbul


Where and when did he die?

	Istanbul, 1936


What sort of education did he have?

	Doctor of Agriculture


What sort of work did he do?

	Wheat expert at the Insurance Department of the Marmarosh Bank


How religious was he?    

	No information


What was his mother tongue?

	No information


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. No information
	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Neama Nassi (née ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Romania, 1872 


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Romania, 1917


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	No information


What was her mother tongue?

	No information


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.: No information
	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name?

	Naime Tunçer 

(At birth: Neama Benezra / Finanser, affectionately called Ema)     




Where and when was she born?

	Istanbul, 14th July 1900


Where else did she live?

	Istanbul


Where and when did she die?

	Istanbul, 16th May 1997


What sort of education did she have?

	Graduate of Istanbul Alliance School 


What sort of work did she do?

	Accountant, housewife


How religious was she?

	She was not religious, but celebrated the holidays.


What was her mother tongue?

	Ladino


Tell me about her brothers and sisters:

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Nisim Benezra / Finanser


	Istanbul, 

1896 - 1958
	Textile merchant
	Sara Benezra / Finanser (née Baruh)
	Moris 
1926-2000s (Israel)

Alper, born in 1937
	No information

	Jozef (Pepo) Benezra / Finanser


	Istanbul, 1898 -

Israel, 1971


	Textile merchant
	Rashel Benezra / Finanser (née Tovi)


	Ester, born in 1952, lives in Israel
	No information

	Albert Benezra / Finanser


	Istanbul, 1904 -

USA, 1988
	Textile shop owner
	1st wife: Zelda Benezra / Finanser (nee ?) 

2nd wife: Estreya Benezra / Finanser (nee ?)
	Meri, born in 1931, lives in the USA
Ayten, born in  1936
	Religious

	Leon Benezra / Finanser (Arik)
	Istanbul, 1906 – Bat Yam (today Israel), 1989
	Customs agent
	Süzan Benezra / Finanser (nee ?) Edirne, 1916
	None
	No information


	Rashel Benezra / Finanser
	Istanbul, 1910s-1976
	Housewife
	None
	None
	No information

	İzak Benezra / Finanser
	Istanbul, 1914 - Tel Aviv (today Israel), 1986
	Wholesale drugstore owner
	Naile Benezra / Finanser (née Kamhi)
	Aysel, born in 1942
	No information

	Jak Benezra / Finanser
	Istanbul, 1916-1974
	Textile merchant
	Öjeni Benezra / Finanser (nee ?)

	Moris, born in 1945

Viktor, born in 1947


	No information

	Eli Benezra / Finanser


	Istanbul, 1918-1997
	Pharmacy articles wholesaler
	Vilma Benezra / Finanser (née Bubiç)

Istanbul, 1927

	Etel, born in 1954

Rozi, born in 1957


	No information



	Your maternal grandfather’s name?

Moşe (Moşon) Benezra / Finanser


Where and when was he born?

	Çanakkale, 1865


Where else did he live?

	Istanbul


Where and when did he die?

	Istanbul, 1951


What sort of education did he have?

	None


What sort of work did he do?

	Textile merchant


How religious was he?  

	Quite religious. He gathered the whole family in his house to celebrate holidays, especially Passover, he went to the synagogue most Saturdays, fasted for Yom Kippur, lived according to Jewish family tradition. 


What was his mother tongue?

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	During World War I, in the Ottoman Army (exact location unknown) 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters:

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Haim Benezra

	Immigrated to the USA at the beginning of the 20th century
	No information
	Ermoza Zara Benezra

	No information
	No information

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Ester Benezra (née Levi)


Where and when was she born?

	Istanbul, 1880s


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Istanbul, 1962


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


Was she religious?  

	Quite religious. She observed religious holidays like Passover, lit her chanukkiyah, fasted for Taanit Esther and Yom Kippur. 


What was her mother tongue?

	Ladino


Tell me about his brothers and sisters:

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	None

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Spouse





Jak (Ceki) Karasu


1933- ?


A. Z. Günel Orgun


1936





Interviewee





Güler Orgun 


(née Tunçer)


1937








Family Tree








Siblings





None











Children





Cemil Orhan Orgun


1966


Gun Orgun Carruth 


(née Orgun)


1968








Maternal grandmother





Ester Benezra 


(née Levi)


1880-1962





Maternal grandfather


 


Moşe (Moşon) Benezra Finanser


1865-1951

















Paternal grandmother





Neama Nassi


(née ?) 


1872-1917





Paternal grandfather





Izak David Nassi 


1855-1936						





Mother





Naime Tunçer /


Neama (Ema) 


(née Benezra / Finanser)


1900-1997 








Father





Avni Tunçer /


Hayim (Henri) Nassi 


1903-1999





The interviewee and her family
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