



Full name

Mazal Menahem Asael (nee Eshkenazi)

Where and when were you born?

Sofia, 1925

Where else did you live?

Ferdinand (today called Montana) – 1944

Your educational level?

Graduated from secondary school

What sort of work do/did you do?

1930s – 1943: Curtains decorator 
1944 – 1952: officer at the Ministry of Foreign Affiars 
1952 – 1956: officer at the Ministry of Construction

1956 – 1975: officer in the Material and Technical Supply department of the Ministry of Construction 

What was the level of religiosity in your parent´s home? How were you raised?

My father wasn’t very religious and he seldom went to synagogue. My family observed all the Jewish holidays.

What is your mother tongue?

Ladino

How many languages do you speak?

Hebrew

Where were you during the Holocaust?

Sofia, Ferdinand; in the concentration camps „ Sveti Nikola“ near Asenovgrad and „Gonda Voda“ near Gotze Delchev

Siblings

Their names

Eliezer Menahem Eshkenazi

Beniamin Menahem Eshkenazi
Samuil Menahem Eshkenazi

Where and when were they born?

Eliezer – Sofia, 1917

Beniamin – Sofia, 1922

Samuil – Sofia, 1932

What is their mother tongue?

Ladino

Their educational level?

Everybody – primary school

Their occupations?

Eliezer - merchant
Beniamin – owner of a roof construction company 
Samuil – employee in a film production studio

Where do/did they live? 

Eliezer – Bat Yam

Beniamin – Bat Yam
Samuil - Jaffa

Where else did they live?

Everybody - in Sofia

Do they have children?

Yes

Where and when did they die?

Eliezer – Bat Yam, 1987

Beniamin – Bat Yam, 1992

Spouse

Name?

Mois Shemaia Asael

Where and when was he/she born?

Dupnitza, 1922

Where else did he live?

Sofia

Is he/she Jewish?

Yes

What is his/her mother tongue?

Ladino

His/her educational level?

Graduated from the College of Optics

Occupation?

Optician

Where and when did he/she die?

Sofia, 1997

Children

Their names?

Regina Mois Asael

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

Yes, she identifies herself as a Jew

Where and when were they born?

Sofia, 1968

Where else did they live?

-

Their educational level?

Graduated from secondary school

Their occupations?

Laser optician

How many grandchildren do you have?

Two – Simona and Martin


His name?

Menahem Solomon Eshkenazi

Where and when was he was born?

Sofia, 1887

Where else did he live?

Dupnitza, Ferdinand
Jaffa (Israel)

Where and when did he die?

Jaffa, 1966

What sort of education did he have?

primary school

What sort of work did he do?

Peddler

What was his level of religiosity? 

He was not religious. He seldom went to synagogue.

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: Which army and what years?

Bulgarian Army – in 1918

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Four brothers (Rahamin, Israel, Josif, Leon) and a sister  (Ester).

Rahamin (1880s - 1943, Sofia): tailor, married his wife Miriam in Sofia; had six children. His family went to Israel and settled in Jaffa.
Israel: born in the 1880s; owner of a sack making factory Tzarigrad (Istanbul at present), had five children.
Josif: born in the 1890s, house painter, had five children; went to Jaffa (Israel) in 1948.

Leon: born in the 1880s, went to America in the 1910s

Ester: born in the 1890s, had six children;went to Israel in 1948

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Interned in Dupnitza and Ferdinand

If he survived, what did he do after?

Worked as a peddler


Your father’s father name? 

Solomon Eshkenazi

Where and when was he born?

Sofia, date unknown

Where else did he live?

Tzarigrad (Istanbul at present)


Where and when did he die? 

Sofia, date unknown 

What sort of education did he have?

No information

What sort of work did he do?

No information

What was his level of religiosity? 

No information

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: Which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your father’s mother’s name?

? Eshkenazi (nee?)

Where and when was she born? 

Sofia, date unknown

Where else did she live?

Tzarigrad

Where and when did she die?

Sofia, date unknown

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

What was her level of religiosity? 

No information

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before


Her name?

Delicia Bohor Eshkenazi (nee Beniamin)

Where and when was she was born?

Nis (Serbia), 1894

Where else did she live?

Dupnitza, Ferdinand

Jaffa (Israel)

Where and when did she die?

Jaffa, 1986

What sort of education did she have?

Primary school

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

What was her level of religiosity? 

She observed all Jewish holidays and she made the preparations for them.

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Four sisters (Bucha, Lenka, Mazal, Blanka) and a brother (Marko) – all born in Nis, Serbia.
Bucha: the eldest, born in the 1880s; husband Naftali Pili was a merchant, had two children (Moris: merchant, Buko: barber);went to Israel in 1948.

Lenka: born in the 1890s, husband named Buko, had two children (Ester: hairdresser, Sholomon: worker), went to Israel. 

Mazal: born in the 1890s, married Leon Rafailov, a house painter, she was a housewife, went to Israel in 1948. They had six children (Rufat - 1910s, Vita - 1919, Samuil - 1927, Nisim –1928, Avram –1930, Lili –1932). 

Blanka: born in the 1900s. She went to Belgrade in 1939 and married there; had one son. She died in the death camps.

Marko: born in the 1890s; barber, married Vinucha and went to Palestine in 1940.

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Interned in Dupnitza and Ferdinand

If she survived, what did she do after?

Housewife


Your mother’s father´s name? 

Bohor Beniamin

Where and when was he born?

Nis (Serbia), date unknown

Where else did he live?

Sofia

Where and when did he die? 
Sofia, 1943

What sort of education did he have?

Primary school

What sort of work did he do?

pastry-maker

What was his level of religiosity? 

My grandfather was religious. He had a tallith, and wore a kipa. He had books in Hebrew. He went to the synagogue regularly. 

What was his mother tongue? 

Ladino

Army service: Which army and what years?

No information

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your mother’s mother’s name?

Lucia Beniamin (nee ?)

Where and when was she born?

Nis (Serbia), date unknown

Where else did she live?

Sofia

Where and when did she die?

Sofia, 1930s

What sort of education did she have?

No information

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

What was her level of religiosity? 

No information

What was her mother tongue? 

Ladino

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before
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