




Full name

	Leon Nissimov Lazarov 


Where and when were you born?

	Kjustendil, 8th February 1918 


Where else did you live?

	Sofia, Lom, Prague (today Czech Republic)


Your educational level?

	Graduated from the Institute of Economics, Sofia   


What sort of work do/did you do?
	Before WWII: Accountant at ‘Lazarov Bros.’ textile factory, assistant conductor of the choir at the Jewish People’s community center (in Sofia)

During WWII: conductor at the Front Theater (1945)

After WWII: conductor of ‘Liliana Dimitorva’ amateur choir (1946-1947) 
State Planning Committee 1945–1965 and 1976–1978 (until retirement) – worked as an economist, dealt with the textile industry, did organizational work  
Conductor of the choir of the State Planning Committee 
Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA): expert (1965–1969, in Prague), Ministry of Light Industry: chancellor to the minister Dora Belcheva (1969–1976)


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	Moderately religious: observed the high religious holidays and Jewish traditions – Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Purim, Yom Kippur, the houshold was kosher 


What is your mother tongue?

	Ladino 


What other languages do you speak?

	Bulgarian, Russian, Spanish, Czech 


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	None 


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Forced labor camps: Tserovo, Sofia district, Vetren, Krichim, Lovetch, mobilized as a conductor of a choir in Kjustendil (1944-1945)


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Assistant conductor of the choir at the Jewish People’s community center (in Sofia) 

Conductor at the Front Theater (1945); 
Conductor of ‘Liliana Dimitorva’ amateur choir (1946-1947) 
State Planning Committee: 1945–1965 and 1976–1978 (until retirement) - worked as an economist, dealt with the textile industry, did organizational work  
Conductor of the Choir of the State Planning Committee 

Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA): expert (1965–1969 in Prague) Ministry of Light Industry: chancellor to the minister Dora Belcheva (1969–1976)


Siblings

Their names

	Aron Nissimov Lazarov (m) (born before 1918, died in infancy)

Solomon Nissimov Lazarov (m)


Where and when were they born?

	Kjustendil, 1923 


What is their mother tongue?

	Ladino 


Their educational level?

	Graduated in chemistry from ‘St. Kliment Ohridski’ Sofia University 


Their occupations?

	Chemist 


Where do/did they live? 

	Sofia 


Where else did they live?

	- 


Do they have children?

	Anri Solomon Lazarov: 1954 (m)


Spouse

Name?

	Stella Nissim Lazarova (nee Beny)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Sofia, 18th October 1924 


Where else did he/she live?

	Kjustendil (1940-1944), Prague (today Czech Republic) (1965-1969)


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes 


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Bulgarian 


His/her educational level?

	Secondary school 


Occupation?

	Worked in the ‘Vulcho Ivanov’ hosiery factory   


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Albert Nissim Beny (1922, Sofia-?, Israel) (m): public worker 
Greta Beny (1932, Sofia) (f): currently lives in Israel with her family 


Children

Their names?

	Simo Leon Lazarov 
Emil Leon Lazarov 


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Yes. They do not observe Sabbath and the kashrut, only the bigger holidays such as Purim, Rosh Hashanah, Chanukkah, Pesach.  


Where and when were they born?

	Both in Sofia 

Simo: 1948 
Emil: 1953 


Where else did they live?

	Both in Prague (today Czech Republic) (1965–1969)

Simo: Tel Aviv (today Israel)


Their educational level?

	Simo: graduated from Technical University, Sofia 
Emil: graduated in automatization of production, Prague  


Their occupations?

	Simo: engineer; lecturer at the New Bulgarian University, Sofia; musician 
Emil: owns private company 


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Simo: daughter Emilia and son Valentin  
Emil: two sons: Victor and Martin 



His name?

	Nissim Bohor Lazar

[in Ivrit bechor – the eldest, the first-born son]


Where and when was he born?

	Kjustendil, June 1888 


Where else did he live?

	Sofia, Lom 


Where and when did he die?

	Sofia,3rd August 1947


What sort of education did he have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant, textile factory 


How religious was he? 

	Moderately religious; observed the high religious holidays and Jewish traditions – Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Purim, Yom Kippur. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Army service: which army and what years?

	Served in 13th Rilski infantry regiment, took part in the First Balkan War (1912), the Second Balkan War (1912-1913) and World War I (1914-1918) 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	Biographical data of children
	Describe how religious they were

	Mordehai Bohor Lazar (m)


	Kjustendil,
1894-1975 
	Doctor
	 Bliumeta Lazar

(nee ?)

Romanian Jew
	None 
	Moderately religious. 

They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue. 

	Efraim Bohor Lazar (m)


	Kjustendil, 
1900-1974 
(He spent his last years in Argentina with his son Hari and he probably died there.)   
	Merchant 
	Buka Lazar 

(nee ?)
	Selina Alfandari (nee Lazar) (f): opera singer, lives in Israel; Hari Lazar (m): composer, lives in the USA 

	Moderately religious. They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue.

	Oro Bohor Samokovliiska 
(nee Lazar) (f)
	Kjustendil, 
1885-?
	Housewife 
	David Samokovliiski 
	Buka (f), Albert (m), Isak (m), Josef (m): doctor; their children live in Israel 
	Moderately religious. They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue. 

	Sofi Bohor Sabetai

(nee Lazar) (f)

	Kjustendil, 
1897-?
	Housewife 
	? Sabetai 
	Nissim (m): engineer-constructor, musician; Hari (m): milk producer; both live in Bulgaria  
	Moderately religious. They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue. 

	Viza Bohor Rahamim

(nee Lazar) (f)


	Kjustendil, 

1903-?
	Housewife 
	? Rahamim 
	Mati (f), Motzi (m): musician; both live in Israel  

	Moderately religious. They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue. 


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Sofia, Lom, Kjustendil 


If he survived, what did he do after?

	Owned a textile factory 



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Aron  Solomon Lazar (Bohor) (di Moshe)
[Bohor - in Ivrit bechor – the eldest, the first-born son; di Moshe – the son of Moshe]


Where and when was he born?

	Kjustendil, 1860 


Where and when did he die? 

	Kjustendil, 1945


What sort of education did he have?

	No education


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant, owned a textile factory 


How religious was he?  

	Moderately religious: observed the high religious holidays and Jewish traditions – Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Purim, Yom Kippur.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Army service: which army and what years?

	None 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Yosef Solomon (di Moshe) Lazar

(m) 

	Kjustendil, No further  information  
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Ruben Solomon (di Moshe) Lazar
(m) 

	Kjustendil, No further information 
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Yako Solomon 

(di Moshe) Lazar

(m) 

	Kjustendil, No further  information 
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Kjustendil - at home 



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Sara Lazar (nee Mevorah)


Where and when was she born? 

	Kjustendil, date unknown 


Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Kjustendil, 1936


What sort of education did she have?

	No education  


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?

	Moderately religious: observed the high religious holidays and Jewish traditions – Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Purim, Yom Kippur.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Yako Mevorah 

(m)
	Kjustendil, No further  information 
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Lialu ? 

(nee Mevorah)
(f)
	Kjustendil, No further information 
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Her name?

	Sara  Chelebi Lazar (nee Bohor) (Buka)

[in Ivrit bechurah– ‘first-born daughter’]


Where and when was she born?

	Kjustendil, 20th December 1894 


Where else did she live?

	Lom, Sofia 


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 3rd October 1983


What sort of education did she have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?

	Moderately religious: observed the high religious holidays and Jewish traditions – Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Purim, Yom Kippur.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	David Chelebi Bohor (m)


	Kjustendil, 31st December 1905-Sofia, date unknown 


	Traveling salesman 
	Ana Bohor 

(nee ?)
	Amada (f), lives in Israel 
	Moderately religious.

They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue. 

	Isak Chelebi Bohor (m) 

	Kjustendil, 1908 No further information 


	Salesman  
	Estrea Bohor   (nee ?)
	None 
	Moderately religious.

They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue. 

	Sofi Chelebi ? (nee Bohor) (f)

	Kjustendil, 1894-Israel, date unknown  


	Housewife 
	No information
	None 
	Moderately religious.

They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue. 

	Liza Chelebi ? (nee Bohor) (f)


	Kjustendil, 1903 No more information 


	Housewife 
	Albert ?
	Eliezer (m), Amada (f)
	Moderately religious.

They observed the bigger Jewish holidays and the kashrut, they visited the synagogue. 


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Kjustendil 


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Lived in Sofia, housewife



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Chelebon Bohor Sarafski 


Where and when was he born?

	Kjustendil, 29th December 1876


Where else did he live?

	Sofia 


Where and when did he die? 

	Sofia, 1946


What sort of education did he have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did he do?

	Agricultural worker 


How religious was he?  

	Moderately religious: observed the high religious holidays and Jewish traditions – Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Purim, Yom Kippur.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Menahem Bohor Sarafski (m)


	Kjustendil, No further information 
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Granitsa 


If he survived what did he do after?

	Agricultural worker in Granitsa, remarried



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Amada Sarafska (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Kjustendil, 1886


Where else did she live?

	Granitsa 


Where and when did she die?

	Granitsa, 1924


What sort of education did she have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?  

	Moderately religious: observed the high religious holidays and Jewish traditions – Pesach, Rosh Hashanah, Purim, Yom Kippur.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information
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