




Full name

	Ruth Strazh (nee Brodowski)


Where and when were you born?

	Tartu, 1925 


Where else did you live?

	Valga, Tallinn, Slobodskoye village Kirov region (today Russia) (exile 1941 – 1960)


Your educational level?

	Finished 10 grades of the Jewish gymnasium in Tallinn 


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Worked as a storekeeper, accounting clerk and room maid 


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	My parents were religious. We observed Jewish traditions at home, and they raised their children religiously. We celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays. On Jewish holidays my parents, my sister and I went to the synagogue. We followed kashrut at home. 


What is your mother tongue?

	Yiddish 


What other languages do you speak?

	Russian, Estonian, German, Yiddish


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Exile: Slobodskoye village, Kirov region (today Russia)


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	In 1956 I finally returned to Tallinn from exile. I worked as a storekeeper, accounting clerk and room maid. 


Siblings

Their names

	Sofia Popova (nee Brodowski) (Jewish name: Soreh)


Where and when were they born?

	Valga, 1929


What is their mother tongue?

	Yiddish 


Their educational level?

	Finished a manicure course


Their occupations?

	Manicurist  


Where do/did they live? 

	Tallinn 


Where else did they live?

	Exile: Slobodskoye village, Kirov region (today Russia) (1941 – 1960)


Do they have children?

	None


Spouse

Name?

	Yakov Strazh (Jewish name: Yankl)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Tallinn, 1923 


Where else did he/she live?

	Slobodskoye village, Kirov region (today Russia)


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Yiddish 


His/her educational level?

	Finished Machine Building Faculty of Tallinn Polytechnic University


Occupation?

	Chief engineer, machine building factory 


Where and when did he/she die?

	Tallinn, 1983 


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Brother Zalman Strazh: Tallinn, 1927, engineer, married, wife Yevgenia Strazh, son. Zalman observed Jewish traditions.


Children

Their names?

	Maxim Strazh


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	My son received no Jewish education, but was raised a Jew. We observed Jewish traditions at home, and my son knew them well. He identified himself as a Jew. At the age of 13 he had his bar mitzvah at the Tallinn synagogue.


Where and when were they born?

	Tallinn, 1948 (he passed away in 2001)


Where else did they live?

	Slobodskoye village, Kirov region (today Russia)


Their educational level?

	Finished the Automobile Transport Faculty of Tallinn Polytechnic University


Their occupations?

	Worked in a car company


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Grandson Vadim Strazh, born in 1969, granddaughter Angelina Ekkey (nee Strazh), born in 1976



His name?

	Max Brodowski (Jewish name: Moshe)


Where and when was he born?

	Tallinn, 1890


Where else did he live?

	Vienna (today Austria) 


Where and when did he die?

	Tallinn, 1937 


What sort of education did he have?

	Graduated from Medical Faculty, Vienna University 


What sort of work did he do?

	Doctor  


How religious was he? 

	My father was religious. He observed Jewish traditions, went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home and followed kashrut. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


Army service: which army and what years?

	None 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Dora Ginzburg (nee Brodowski) (f)

	Tallinn, before 1890 – Moscow (today Russia), 1947 
	Dentist 
	? Ginzburg
? - ?

Jew
	Yakov Ginzburg (m)
Rosrtov-on-the-Don, born in 1920s
	No information

	Leon Brodowski (m)

	Tallinn, after 1890 – perished in captivity, 1940s
	Doctor  
	? Brodowskaya
(nee ?)

? - ?

Jew
	Daughter Irina Brodowskaya (f), born in
1920s 
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Yakov Brodowski (Jewish name: Yankel)


Where and when was he born?

	No information


Where else did he live?

	Moscow (today Russia), Tallinn 


Where and when did he die? 

	Tallinn, 1914 


What sort of education did he have?

	Finished Pharmaceutical Faculty, Moscow State University 


What sort of work did he do?

	Pharmacist


How religious was he?  

	My grandfather was religious. He observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Sabbath and Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. He followed kashrut. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	No information


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information

	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Johanna Brodowski (nee ?) 


Where and when was she born? 

	No information


Where else did she live?

	Tallinn, Rostov-on-the-Don, Moscow (both today Russia)


Where and when did she die?

	Tallinn, 1936 


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?

	My grandmother was religious. She observed Jewish traditions, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. She followed kashrut. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information

	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name?

	Esther Brodowski (nee Shein)


Where and when was she born?

	Valga, 1900


Where else did she live?

	Tallinn, Slobodskoye village, Kirov region (today Russia, in exile)


Where and when did she die?

	Tallinn, 1985 


What sort of education did she have?

	Mama finished a gymnasium, studied at Medical Faculty of Tartu University, but quit her studies after getting married.


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?

	Mama was religious. She observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. She followed kashrut. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Rosa Levitin (nee Shein) (Jewish name: Rohe-Gitl) (f)

	Valga, 1893 – Valga, 1919
	Housewife 
	Moisey Levitin
Valga, ? – Leningrad (today Russia), 1960s 

Jew, doctor
	Grigoriy Levitin (m)
Valga, 1910s - ?
	No information

	Efrayim Shein (m)
	Valga, 1896 – Sos’va town (Gulag, today Russia), 1943 
	Timber dealer 
	Rosa Shein (nee Kaplan) (Jewish name: Reizl)
Aluksne (today Latvia), 1900 – Novosibirsk (today Russia), 1985

Jew, dentist
	Roni Shein-Kuznetsova (f)
Valga, 1936
	Efrayim was religious. He observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. He followed kashrut.

	Naftole-Herz Shein (m)
	Valga, 1898 – Tashkent (today Uzbekistan), 1985 
	Timber dealer
	Yevgenia Shein (nee Goldberg)
Riga (today Latvia), 1903 – Tashkent, 1999

Jew
	Irene Shein
Valga 1932
	Herz was religious. He observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. He followed kashrut.

	Ella ? (nee Shein) (f)
	Valga, 1902 – Riga, 1941 
	Housewife
	?
? – Riga, 1941 

Jew
	3 children, all killed in Riga in 1941 
	Ella was religious. She observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. She followed kashrut.

	Leib Shein 

	Valga, 1903 – Tallinn, 1941 
	Timber dealer
	Polina Shein (nee Rapoport)
Tallinn, 1912 – Tallinn, 1941
Jew
	Solomon Shein (m)
Valga, 1936 – Tallinn, 1941 
	Leib was religious. He observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. He followed kashrut. 

	Abram Shein 

	Valga, 1904 – Valga, 1941 
	Businessman  
	? Shein (nee ?)
? – Valga, 1941
Jew 
	No information
? – 1941 
	Abram was religious. He observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. He followed kashrut.

	Isroel Shein (m)

	Valga, 1906 – Gulag, 1940s
	Businessman  
	None

	None
	Isroel observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. He followed kashrut. 

	Peisach Shein (m) 
	Valga, 1911 – Valga, 1941 
	Businessman
	? Shein (nee ?)

? – Valga 1941
Jew 
	? Shein
Valga ? – Valga 1941 
	Peisach was religious. He observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. He followed kashrut.


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Exile: Slobodskoye village (today Russia), released in1960 


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Returned from exile in 1960, lived in Tallinn, housewife



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Sholom-Iosif Shein 


Where and when was he born?

	Piarnu, 1866 


Where else did he live?

	Valga 


Where and when did he die? 

	Valga, 1939


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Before getting married my grandfather was a cattle dealer and then became a timber dealer. 


How religious was he?  

	My grandfather was religious. He observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Sabbath and Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. He followed kashrut.  


What was his mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Hari-Moishe Shein (m)

	Piarnu, ? - ?
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Zvirl Shein (f)

	Piarnu, ? - ?
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Khaya-Leya Shein (nee Teiman)


Where and when was she born?

	Panevejis (today Lithuania), 1873


Where else did she live?

	Valga 


Where and when did she die?

	Valga, 1940


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?  

	My grandmother was religious. She observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on Sabbath and Jewish holidays, and celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays at home. She followed kashrut.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Yiddish 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information

	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before
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