




Full name

Lazar Gurfinkel (Jewish name: Leizer)

Where and when were you born?

Khotin, 1924 

Where else did you live?

Leningrad region (today Russia), Chernovtsy 

Your educational level?

Graduated from Chernovtsy Medical Academy 

What sort of work do/did you do?

Radiologist

What was the level of religiosity in your parents’ home? How were you raised?

My family celebrated Jewish holidays and observed some traditions.

What is your mother tongue?

Russian 

How many languages do you speak?

Yiddish, Ukrainian, Romanian, German

If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

Soviet army (1944–1946)

Where were you during the Holocaust?

Jewish ghetto in Mohilev-Podolsk (1941 - March 1944)

Siblings

Their names

Moisey Gurfinkel

Polia Leikin (nee Gurfinkel) (Jewish name: Pesia) 

Where and when were they born?

Moisey: Khotin, 1913

Polia: Khotin, 1916 

What is their mother tongue?

Russian 

Their educational level?

Moisey: graduated from the Pharmaceutical Faculty of the Bucharest University 

Polia: finished 4 years of the Pharmaceutical Faculty of the Bucharest University

Their occupations?

Moisey: director of laboratory at the plant that developed medications

Polia: pharmacist

Where do/did they live? 

Both lived in Bucharest (after WWII).

Where else did they live?

Both lived in Chernovtsy (before WWII).

Do they have children?

No

Where and when did they die?

Moisey: Bucharest, 1996

Polia: Bucharest, 1993 

Spouse

Name?

Fania Gurfinkel (nee Aizinger)

Where and when was he/she born?

Chernovtsy, 1930 

Where else did he/she live?

New York (USA) 

Is he/she Jewish?

Yes 

What is his/her mother tongue?

Yiddish 

His/her educational level?

Graduated from the Geo-Chemical Faculty at Chernovtsy University

Occupation?

Teacher of geochemistry at Chernovtsy University 

Where and when did he/she die?

New York (USA), 2001 

Children

Their names?

Michael Gurfinkel 

Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

He wasn’t raised religious, but identifies himself as a Jew.

Where and when were they born?

Chernovtsy, 1960 

Where else did they live?

New York (USA)

Their educational level?

Graduated from the Faculty of Physics and Mathematics at Chernovtsy University 

Their occupations?

Engineer 

How many grandchildren do you have?

None


His name?

Michael Gurfinkel (Jewish name: Michel)

Where and when was he was born?

Khotin, 1878 

Where else did he live?

Moscow (today Russia), Tambov (today Russia), Fastov (today Russia)

Where and when did he die?

Khotin, 1939 

What sort of education did he have?

Graduated from the Pharmaceutical Faculty at Chernovtsy University

What sort of work did he do?

Pharmacist 

What was his level of religiosity? 

He was religious, celebrated Jewish holidays, went to the synagogue on holidays and had a seat of his own there.

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

Army service: Which army and what years?

None

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

I don’t know exact dates of birth of my father’s brothers and sisters. My father was the youngest. They were all born in Khotin.

Aron Gurfinkel: worked in Oryol, owned a pharmacy before the Revolution of 1917. After the Revolution he moved to Moscow.

Isaac Gurfinkel (?–1932): doctor, captain of medical service, was awarded the Order of Saint Anna for participation in the Russian-Japanese war. Chief surgeon in Kishinev (today Moldova), after 1918 – private practice. Married twice, 3 daughters.

Samuel Gurfinkel (?–1941): lived in Yampol, pharmacist. Married, had two children, perished in a ghetto.

Lisa ? (nee Gurfinkel): emigrated with her husband to New York (USA) before 1917. 

Fania ? (nee Gurfinkel) (?–1942): lived in Odessa, doctor, married, 2 daughters. 

Shesia ? (nee Gurfinkel) (?–1942): lived in Odessa, married, 2 children, housewife.

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your father’s father name? 

Leizer Gurfinkel 

Where and when was he born?

Khotin, 1840s 

Where else did he live?

-

Where and when did he die? 

Khotin, 1913 

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder  

What sort of work did he do?

He didn’t work at all. 

What was his level of religiosity? 

He was very religious, he observed all Jewish traditions, prayed and went to the synagogue every day, had a seat of his own, read religious books. He celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays and followed the kashrut.

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

Army service: Which army and what years?

None

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before


Your father’s mother’s name?

Beile-Enta Gurfinkel (nee ?)

Where and when was she born? 

Khotin, 1840s 

Where else did she live?

Kishinev (today Moldova)

Where and when did she die?

Khotin, 1938 

What sort of education did she have?

Educated at home 

What sort of work did she do?

Businesswoman, she sold jewelry that she brought from Turkey.

What was her level of religiosity? 

She observed Jewish traditions, celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays, went to the synagogue on holidays and followed the kashrut.

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before


Her name?

Sarah Gurfinkel (nee Akkerman) 

Where and when was she was born?

Kamenets-Podolsk, 1881 

Where else did she live?

Khotin, Chernovtsy

Where and when did she die?

Chernovtsy, 1966 

What sort of education did she have?

Finished 8 years of the Russian grammar school in Kamenets-Podolsk

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife

What was her level of religiosity? 

She was religious, went to the synagogue on holidays and celebrated Jewish holidays.

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish  

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

None

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Jewish ghetto in Kamenets-Podolsk

If she survived, what did she do after?

Lived in Chernovtsy 


Your mother father’s name? 

Yankel Akkerman 

Where and when was he born?

Kamenets-Podolsk, 1840s

Where else did he live?

-

Where and when did he die? 

Kamenets-Podolsk, 1925 

What sort of education did he have?

Cheder  

What sort of work did he do?

Rented a plot of land from a landlord and leased it to villagers.

What was his level of religiosity? 

He was religious, observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on holidays.

What was his mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

Army service: Which army and what years?

None

Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

Feiga ? (nee Akkerman) (1844–1942): lived in Khotin and owned a fabric store. Married twice, four children. Died in the Jewish ghetto in Kamenets-Podolsk.

Where was he during the Holocaust?

Died before 


Your mother mother’s name?

Pesia Akkerman (nee Lukacher) 

Where and when was she born?

Kamenets-Podolsk, 1840s

Where else did she live?

-

Where and when did she die?

Kamenets-Podolsk, 1884

What sort of education did she have?

Educated at home 

What sort of work did she do?

Housewife 

What was her level of religiosity? 

She was religious, observed Jewish traditions and went to the synagogue on holidays, celebrated Sabbath and Jewish holidays and followed the kashrut. 

What was her mother tongue? 

Yiddish 

Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

Died before
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