




Full name

	Korina Mihaylova Solomonova


Where and when were you born?

	Sliven, 1924


Where else did you live?

	Sofia


Your educational level?

	Graduated from Medical University, Sofia


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Doctor, researcher in immunology


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	My parents were not religious. They seldom went to the synagogue. My mother made the preparations for the Jewish holidays. She made sure that the house was well cleaned and prepared the dishes. We had separate dishes for Pesach.


What is your mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


What other languages do you speak?

	English, German, Russian, Ladino


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Sliven 


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Doctor, researcher in immunology


Siblings

Their names

	Luisa Shalom Alhalel (nee Mihaylova Solomonova)
Soli Mihaylova Semova (nee Solomonova)


Where and when were they born?

	Luisa: Sliven, 1923
Soli: Sliven, 1929


What is their mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


Their educational level?

	Luisa: Graduated from American Girl’s College, Lovech; enrolled at Dentistry University, but didn‘t finish it 

Soli: Graduated from the Faculty of Letters, section of Pedagogy, Sofia


Their occupations?

	Luisa: assistant nurse in a hospital in Israel
Soli: high school teacher


Where do/did they live? 

	Luisa: Ramla (today Israel) 
Soli: Haifa (today Israel)


Where else did they live?

	Luisa: Sliven
Soli: Sliven, Sofia


Do they have children?

	Luisa: Mihael, Uri, Bela 
Soli: Nina and Mati (twins)


Spouse

Name?

	Shemaya Yomtov Geron


Where and when was he/she born?

	Sliven, 1923


Where else did he/she live?

	Sofia


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


His/her educational level?

	Graduated from the University of Electrical Engineering, Sofia 


Occupation?

	Electrical engineer


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Ema Geron (b. 1920): born in Sliven,; professor of psychology, currently lives in Israel. Married to a Bulgarian, Peter Semerdjiev, has one son, Iliya, who graduated from the Sports Academy, Sofia. 


Children

Their names?

	Yoni Shemaya Geron 
Mishel Shemaya Geron


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	They were raised to feel cosmopolitan but we taught them about Jewish traditions and holidays and they identify themselves as Jews. 


Where and when were they born?

	Yoni: Sofia, 1957
Mishel: Sofia, 1961


Where else did they live?

	Yoni: Minneapolis (USA)


Their educational level?

	Yoni: Graduated from the University of Engineering, Sofia 
Mishel: Graduated from the College of Photography, Sofia 


Their occupations?

	Yoni: Engineer
Mishel: Photojournalist


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Yoni: Vitaly (from his 1st marriage); Noah, born in 1998 and Eliyana, born in 2001 (from his 2nd marriage)

Mishel: Emil, born in 1994 and Mihail, born in 1995





His name?

	Mihail Solomonov Mihaylov (birth name: Mishel)




Where and when was he born?

	Sliven, 1891


Where else did he live?

	–


Where and when did he die?

	Sliven, 1972


What sort of education did he have?

	Didn’t finish  secondary school


What sort of work did he do?

	Before WWII: owner of a sock factory 

After WWII: clerk in a cooperative producing carpets 




How religious was he? 

	He was not religious.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Bulgarian


Army service: which army and what years?

	Soldier in the Balkan Wars (1912-13) and World War I


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Duda Aroyo 

(nee Solomonova)


	Sliven, 1880s–1940s
	Housewife
	Meshulam Aroyo 

Plovdiv, 1890s-1950s, Sliven

merchant, lived in Sliven
	Telo and Matushka - moved to Israel in 1948; Berta and Ilia - stayed in Sliven.
	No information

	Klara Samuilova (nee Solomonova)
	Sliven, 1880s-?
	Housewife 
	Marko Samuilov, lived in Sofia
	Moni and Sami, made wicker baskets for a living, left for Israel in 1948.


	No information

	Leon Mihaylov


	Sliven, 1880s – Vienna (today Austria), 1910s
	Teacher 

Lived in Sliven, died young of tuberculosis in Vienna
	None 
	None 
	No information-

	Nissim Mihaylov


	Sliven, 1880s – 1910s
	Lawyer

Lived in Sliven, died young
	None 
	None 
	-


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Interned to the village of Dabnitsa


If he survived, what did he do after?

	Clerk in a co-operative producing carpets in Sliven



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Solomon Mihaylov


Where and when was he born?

	Odrin (today Turkey), 1860


Where else did he live?

	Sliven


Where and when did he die? 

	Sliven, 1936


What sort of education did he have?

	Four classes of elementary school and three years of junior high school


What sort of work did he do?

	Owner of a grocer’s shop, later of a factory producing socks


How religious was he?  

	My grandfather was a religious man. He went to the synagogue, observed Sabbath and did not work on Saturdays.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

No information 

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Mazalto Mihaylova (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	Odrin (today Turkey), 1865



Where else did she live?

	Sliven


Where and when did she die?

	Sliven, 1946


What sort of education did she have?

	Four classes of elementary school


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	She observed all Jewish holidays, made strict preparations and had separate dishes for Pesach. She went to the synagogue. She kept a kosher kitchen. She wore fashionable clothes and did not wear a kerchief.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	? Mihaylov


	No information
	No information
	No information
	Had three daughters, who moved to Israel in 1949
	No information

	Chelebi Mihaylov


	No information 


	Travelling salesman,

lived in Yambol
	No information
	Had one son who married and had one child. Chelebi committed suicide and his wife and child moved to Israel.
	No information-


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Sliven


If she survived what did she do after?

	Housewife



Her name?

	Matilda Nessimova Mihaylova (nee Kohen)


Where and when was she born?

	Sofia, 1899


Where else did she live?

	Sliven


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 1990


What sort of education did she have?

	High school, Sofia


What sort of work did she do?

	Tailor


How religious was she?

	My mother took part in the preparations of all Jewish holidays. She seldom went to the synagogue. She observed the kashrut and dressed in fashionable clothes.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Bulgarian


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Bohor Kohen


	Sofia, 1890s–1950s, Israel
	Dealer in textiles
	Berta Kohen 

(nee ?)
	Paulina Levi, Neni Kohen and Joia; Neni and Joia left for Israel in 1948, Paulina – bank clerk in Sofia.


	-

	Chelebi Kohen


	Sofia, 1890s-? 
	Travelling salesman
	Rosa Kohen 

(nee ?)
	first son’s name unknown; Loli, Aron, all of them left for Israel in 1948.


	-

	Leon Kohen


	Sofia, 1890s-1947, Sofia
	Travelling salesman
	Ester Kohen 

(nee ?)

Sofia, 1890s-?, Israel
	Interned to Dupnitza with his family, one of his children died there during an operation; daughter Lili – left for Israel in 1948.


	-


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Sliven


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Housewife



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Nessim Kohen


Where and when was he born?

	Tsarigrad (Bulgarian for Istanbul, today Turkey), 1860s


Where else did he live?

	Sofia


Where and when did he die? 

	Sofia, 1944


What sort of education did he have?

	Secondary school


What sort of work did he do?

	Dealer in textiles


How religious was he?  

	He was very religious; his father was a rabbi in Tsarigrad. He went regularly to the synagogue, he knew a lot of prayers and did not work on Sabbath, had a kippah and tallit.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	? Kohen


	Istanbul, date unknown 
	-
	No information 
	Two sons: one is professor on eye diseases, the other is a lawyer
	No information

	Tsvetanka ? 

(nee Kohen) 


	Istanbul, date unknown 
	-
	Married to a Bulgarian


	-
	converted to Christianity


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	He was old, died during the war in Sofia



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Luisa Kohen (nee Uziel)


Where and when was she born?

	Sofia, 1858 




Where else did she live?

	-


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 1914


What sort of education did she have?

	High school, Sofia


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Esterina Razon 

(nee Uziel)


	Sofia, date unknown 
	Housewife 
	? Razon

(no more information) 
	Had three children, who left for Israel;  one son Albert married a Bulgarian in Israel and returned to Bulgaria.
	No information

	Josephina ? 

(nee Uziel)


	Sofia, date unknown 
	Housewife 
	married 

(no more information)
	Had three daughters, who left for Israel with their families.


	No information

	Naim Uziel


	Sofia, date unknown 
	No information
	married 

(no more information)
	No information
	No information

	Ezra Uziel


	Sofia, date unknown 
	No information
	married 

(no more information)
	No information
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before


Spouse
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