




Full name
	Mimi-Matilda Petkova (nee Pizanti))


Where and when were you born?
	Gradets, 1927


Where else did you live?
	Vidin, Byala Slatina, Sofia


Your educational level?
	Graduated from Technical College


What sort of work do/did you do?
	Designer, control specialist in ‘Energoprojekt’, state firm


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?
	We were moderately religious. We observed the high holidays: Yom Kippur, Pesach, Sukkot, Chanukkah, Tu bi-Shevat, Lag ba-Omer.


What is your mother tongue?

	Ladino


What other languages do you speak?

	Bulgarian 


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	First Bulgarian Army, 43rd Drava Regiment: 10th September 1944-9th May 1945


Where were you during the Holocaust?
	Vidin: expelled from high school due to the Law for the Protection of the Nation, hospital attendant in the German ward of the State Hospital at the age of 14


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	I finished my high school education in Vidin and worked in the District Committee of the Union of Young Workers in Vidin. From 1948-1950 I lived in Byala Slatina where I finished technical college. Afterwards I worked in the Ministry of Agriculture, in Energoprojekt from where I retired in 1982.

(From 1972 until today I have been the chairwoman of the Club of Veteran Women in Sofia. For my activity on 23rd July 2003 I received the prize of bTV television.)


Siblings
Their names

	Liza Buko Peneva (nee Pizanti) 

Veneta Buko Alhalel (nee Pizanti) 


Where and when were they born?

	Liza: Vidin, 22nd January 1922
Veneta: Vidin, 6th August 1925 


What is their mother tongue?
	Ladino


Their educational level?

	Liza: college education in pharmacy

Veneta: high school education


Their occupations?
	Liza: assistant pharmacist

Veneta: seamstress


Where do/did they live? 
	Vidin


Where else did they live?
	Liza: Byala Slatina, Sofia
Veneta: Sofia


Do they have children?
	Liza: two sons, Fredi and Valentin
Veneta: daughter, Sonya


Where and when did they die?
	Liza: Sofia, 1995
Veneta: Sofia, 1993


Spouse
Name?
	Tsvetan Georgiev Petkov


Where and when was he/she born?
	Dobrolevo, 27th October 1927 


Where else did he/she live?
	Sofia


Is he/she Jewish?
	No


What is his/her mother tongue?
	Bulgarian


His/her educational level?

	Graduated from technical college


Occupation?
	Designer


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Four sisters (all nee Petkova): 
Petra Georgieva Bordyarska (1921-1994): no children
Mara Georgieva Ramchovska (b.1923): widow and pensioner, lives in Dobrolevo; son, Alexander: engineer, married with two children, lives in Sofia 

Yordanka Georgieva Petrova (b.1925): widow and pensioner, two daughters, lives in Vratsa

Radosveta Georgieva Nikolova (b.1930): one daughter, lives with her husband in Rousse


Children
Their names?

	Tatyana Tsvetanova Pencheva (nee Petkova) 
Georgi Tsvetanov Petkov 


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Yes


Where and when were they born?

	Tatyana: Sofia, 27th October 1951
Georgi: Sofia, 27th September 1956


Where else did they live?
	-


Their educational level?

	Tatyana: University education in textile engineering

Georgi: university degree in nuclear power engineering 


Their occupations?

	Tatyana: teacher of Fashion Design in the New Bulgarian University

Georgi: private consulting company ‘LEKA’


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Tatyana: Stefan (m) (1990)

Georgi: Ognyan (m) (1980) and Valeri (m) (11th November 1986)



His name?
	Buko Isaak Pizanti 


Where and when was he born?

	Vidin, 20th December 1897


Where else did he live?
	Sofia


Where and when did he die?
	Sofia, 16th March 1970 


What sort of education did he have?

	Junior high school


What sort of work did he do?
	Trade employee


How religious was he? 

	Moderately religious. We observed the high holidays: Yom Kippur, Pesach, Sukkot, Chanukkah, Tu bi-Shevat, Lag ba-Omer.  


What was his mother tongue? 
	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?
	World War I: 6th infantry division of the Bulgarian Army; sentenced to death for organizing a mutiny. His sentence was N1009, issued on 12th April 1918, but later replaced with 12 years of strict solitary confinement; POW in Thessaloniki (Greece) of the English (1919) 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Liya ? 
(nee Pizanti) (f)

	Place unknown, 1899-1906, place unknown
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Israel Pizanti (m) 

	Place unknown,

1903- ?
	No information
	No information
	One son, Isaak
	No information

	Sarah ? 
(nee Pizanti) (f)


	Place unknown,
1901-?
	No information
	Married to Yoakim, son of the shochet in Vidin. Left for Israel in 1958. 
	Two daughters: Ani and ?
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?
	Political prisoner because of his communist beliefs, released from prison on 8th September 1944


If he survived, what did he do after?
	Worked as a trade employee in ‘Naroden Kooperativ’ [People’s Cooperative] 



Your paternal grandfather’s name?
	Isaak Saltiel Pizanti


Where and when was he born?
	Vidin, date unknown


Where else did he live?
	No information


Where and when did he die? 
	Died in the Balkan Wars, place unknown, 1912


What sort of education did he have?

	Elementary education


What sort of work did he do?

	Tailor


How religious was he?  

	No information


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	Fought in the Balkan War (1912-13) in the Bulgarian Army


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.
	name
	Place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	Biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Saltiel Pizanti

(m)


	No information 
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	David Pizanti

(m)


	No information
	No information
	Sarah Pizanti

(nee ?)
	Five sons: Buko, Saltiel, Leon, Alfred and Sason
	No information

	Judas Pizanti

(m)


	No information
	No information
	No information
	Haim Pizanti
	No information

	Eshua Pizanti

(m)


	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information

	Sarah ? (nee Pizanti) (f)


	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information
	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Mazal Pizanti (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	No information


Where else did she live?
	Vidin


Where and when did she die?

	Vidin, 1922 


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	Moderately religious 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.
	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Her name?

	Sarah Avram Pizanti (nee Lidgi) 


Where and when was she born?
	Vidin, 8th August 1895


Where else did she live?
	-


Where and when did she die?

	Place unknown, 30th October 1985 


What sort of education did she have?

	Completed second grade


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	Moderately religious: she observed the high holidays such as Yom Kippur, Pesach, Sukkot, Chanukkah, Tu bi-Shevat, Lag ba-Omer


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


 Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Yako Lidgi


	Place unknown, 1890s-?
	No information
	Duda Lidgi

(nee ?)

?-?
	Two daughters: Luna and Mati and a son Albert, live in Israel
	No information

	Marco Lidgi (m)


	Place unknown,

1903-?
	No information
	His wife’s name is Rozali
	Has a son and two daughters, live in Israel
	No information

	Leon Lidgi (m)


	No information
	No information
	Immigrated to the USA in 1897/8.
	Has four sons: Albert, Marko and the twins Haim and Norbert; the twins took part in WWII and Norbert perished as a pilot 
	No information

	Sali ? (nee Lidgi)

(f)

	No information
	No information
	Ralf ?; Immigrated to the USA in 1897/8.
	Has two sons and a daughter 
	No information

	Rudolph Lidgi (m)


	No information
	No information
	Immigrated to the USA in 1897/8.
	No information
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Vidin, looking after her three daughters while her husband was in prison 


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Housewife



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Avram Lidgi


Where and when was he born?

	Vidin, date unknown 


Where else did he live?
	No information


Where and when did he die? 
	Place unknown, 1902


What sort of education did he have?
	No information


What sort of work did he do?
	No information


How religious was he?  
	Very religious: he often went to the synagogue, observed all religious holidays: Sabbath, Yom Kippur, Pesach, Sukkot, Rosh Hashanah, Tu bi-Shevat, Lag ba-Omer. He also had a kippah and a tallit. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	None


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information 
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Luna Lidgi (nee ?) 


Where and when was she born?

	No information


Where else did she live?

	Vidin


Where and when did she die?

	Place unknown, 1903 (she died while giving birth to her son, Marco)


What sort of education did she have?
	No information


What sort of work did she do?
	Probably a housewife 


How religious was she?  

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information


	
	
	
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before 
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