




Full name

	Otto Simko


Where and when were you born?

	Topolcany, 1.6.1924


Where else did you live?

	Nove Zamky

Nitra

Martin 

Bratislava


Your educational level?

	Comenius University in Bratislava, Faculty of Law, PhD studies.


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Then I got a job at the Commission of Social Affairs. Later, already as a doctor of law, in the legal department. So I was there, but later I then led the education division at the Labor Commission. That lasted until the ‘Slanskiade’ when suddenly I found myself working as a lathe operator in Martin. That was in the year 1951. Then I was a teacher in a home for apprentices, as they needed me there. Later I also worked as a ‘labcor’, or labor correspondent. As a worker I wrote various contributions for Prace. As a labcor they sent me for schooling, the fact that I was just by the way already a doctor of law didn’t trouble them. But as a labcor, pretty please, I did well and they accepted me onto the staff of  the daily paper Smena. In 1954 I started working in the offices of Smena in Bratislava. At first I worked in the labor department, then later mainly in the foreign department. I didn’t have anything to do with law anymore. Law didn’t come in handy until they threw me off the staff of the paper, after Party screenings. In 1971, a couple of years after the arrival of the “brotherly armies”, I was thrown off the staff. Finally I got a job as a company lawyer in one construction company in Bratislava. It was named Staving. Here it finally came in handy that I had studied law. I was a company lawyer, I used to go to meetings. I represented the company against employees. But it always ended well, because I always came to an agreement with the employee. He either withdrew his claim, or we came to some other agreement. I actually worked in Staving up until retirement. I was about 60 when I began working and retired. In retirement I again began writing for newspapers.


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	We had only a few things that were typically Jewish. We definitely had candelabras. I don’t know if there was a mezuzah [Mezuzah: a box for parchment that’s fastened on the right side of gates and doors in Jewish households – Editor’s note] on the door. We only used the candelabra during Chanukkah [Chanukkah – the Festival of Lights, also commemorates the rebellion of the Maccabees and the re-consecration of the Temple in Jerusalem – Editor’s note]. Mother would play the piano and we’d sing. Though we weren’t Orthodox, we cooked kosher. At least Grandma tried to keep it up. There’d always be barches, shoulet and other Jewish foods. On Friday we roasted a goose. First would come liver with cracklings, then on Saturday the drumsticks and on Sunday we’d have the breasts. This is exactly the way it went every week. At home we observed virtually all the holidays. There was seder [Seder: a term expressing a home service and a requisite ritual on the first night of the Passover holiday – Editor’s note], Pesach [Pesach or Passover: commemorates the Israelites leaving Egyptian captivity, and is characterized by many regulations and customs. The main is the prohibition on eating anything leavened – Editor’s note]. For Sukkot [Sukkot: the Festival of Tents. A singularly festive atmosphere dominates during the entire week that this holiday takes place, where the most important things is being in a sukkah – Editor’s note]. My favorite was Pesach, and I also remember seder. So, for example, my grandfather kept his café open both on Friday and Saturday [The Sabbath: during the Sabbath, 39 main work activities are forbidden, from which the prohibition if others stems. Among the forbidden activities is for example “the manipulation of money” – Editor’s note].


What is your mother tongue?

	Slovak


What other languages do you speak?

	German, Hungarian


If you were in an army, tell us which army and the dates

	No information


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	- Forced labor camp: Zilina (today Slovakia), September 1942 – 17th October 1942

- Forced labor camp: Vyhne  (today Slovakia), 18th October 1942 – 31st August 1943

- Partisan: 9th Liptov Partisan Division

- In hiding: Pribilina, Liptovsky Mikulas (today Slovakia), March 1944 – 28th August 1944 

- In jail: Liptovsky Mikulas (today Slovakia)

- In hiding: Nitra (today Slovakia), January 1945 – April 1945 


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Then I got a job at the Commission of Social Affairs. Later, already as a doctor of law, in the legal department. So I was there, but later I then led the education division at the Labor Commission. That lasted until the ‘Slanskiade’ when suddenly I found myself working as a lathe operator in Martin. That was in the year 1951. Then I was a teacher in a home for apprentices, as they needed me there. Later I also worked as a ‘labcor’, or labor correspondent. As a worker I wrote various contributions for Prace. As a labcor they sent me for schooling, the fact that I was just by the way already a doctor of law didn’t trouble them. But as a labcor, pretty please, I did well and they accepted me onto the staff of  the daily paper Smena. In 1954 I started working in the offices of Smena in Bratislava. At first I worked in the labor department, then later mainly in the foreign department. I didn’t have anything to do with law anymore. Law didn’t come in handy until they threw me off the staff of the paper, after Party screenings. In 1971, a couple of years after the arrival of the “brotherly armies”, I was thrown off the staff. Finally I got a job as a company lawyer in one construction company in Bratislava. It was named Staving. Here it finally came in handy that I had studied law. I was a company lawyer, I used to go to meetings. I represented the company against employees. But it always ended well, because I always came to an agreement with the employee. He either withdrew his claim, or we came to some other agreement. I actually worked in Staving up until retirement. I was about 60 when I began working and retired. In retirement I again began writing for newspapers.


Siblings

Their names

	Ivan Simko (m) 


Where and when were they born?

	Topolcany, 1927


What is their mother tongue?

	Slovak


Their educational level?

	 -


Their occupations?

	-


Where do/did they live? 

	Nitra


Where else did they live?

	Topolcany

Nove Zamky


Do they have children?

	-


Where and when did they die?

	Died in the Holocaust in 1945




Spouse

Name?

	Matilda Simkova (nee Podobnikova)


Where and when was he/she born?

	Lubovnik, 1919


Where else did he/she live?

	Bratislava


Is he/she Jewish?

	No


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Slovak


His/her educational level?

	Nursing high school


Occupation?

	Nurse, lab technician


Where and when did he/she die?

	Bratislava, 1996


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).

	Had six brothers


Children

Their names?

	Dasa Simunova (nee Simkova) (f)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	No/No


Where and when were they born?

	Bratislava, 1956


Where else did they live?

	 -


Their educational level?

	Comenius University in Bratislava, Faculty of Philosophy, PhD studies


Their occupations?

	She worked on Russian-Slovak and Bulgarian-Slovak dictionaries at the Language Sciences Institute. Currently she’s working with schola ludus [schola ludus: a civic society whose main goal is the support and systematic development of lifelong, informal education, mainly in the sphere of natural sciences, the support of scholastic education in the sphere of general scientific and technical literacy – Editor’s note], that’s this one organization where they educate children in physics and chemistry.


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Pavol (m): 1990

Barbora (f): 1993



His name?

	Artur Simko


Where and when was he born?

	Dolne Chlebany, 31st August 1892


Where else did he live?

	Topolcany

Nove Zamky

Nitra

Zilina

Bratislava 


Where and when did he die?

	Bratislava, 1976


What sort of education did he have?

	Finished law studies in Budapest.


What sort of work did he do?

	Before the war he worked as a lawyer, later he became a judge. My father was the first to begin with the People’s Courts after World War II. It was this satisfaction for him. Nitra was the first district in the republic and my father was the first judge who began trials with Fascists and Guardists. For example the Guardist Gombarcik, he convicted him and I even saw his execution. He was a person who had regular murders on his conscience. Then, when the National Court ended with big trials like Tiso and Mach, my father became the chairman of the National Court in Bratislava. He judged people like Tido Jozef Gaspar and Karmasin, the local German boss. He also judged Wisliceny – Eichmann’s advisor in Slovakia! In time my father became the chairman of the National Court in Bratislava. The Slansky trials didn’t affect my father in any special fashion. But something worse affected him. The justice minister was one very well known Jew, by the name of Reis. He was Gottwald’s good friend, a Communist. My father was the chairman of the Regional Court in Zilina, and this Reis stripped him of his position of chairman and designated a different person, a worker cadre, who started working there as the chairman of the Regional Court. Back then it wounded my father very much.


How religious was he? 

	Before the war my father ate kosher and observed the High Holidays, but he didn’t devote himself to religion very much.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Slovak 


Army service: which army and what years?

	Austro-Hungarian Army in WWI


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Otto Simko
	Topolcany, 1896/1916, died in WWI.
	No information
	Single
	Childless 
	Probably Neolog


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	- Forced labor camp: Zilina (today Slovakia), September 1942 – 17th October 1942

- Forced labor camp: Vyhne  (today Slovakia), 18th October 1942 – 31st August 1943

- Partisan

- In hiding: hid out in forest in central Slovakia 


If he survived, what did he do after?

	Judge



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Albert Simko (Jewish name: Abraham)


Where and when was he born?

	Rajcany, 1866


Where else did he live?

	Topolcany


Where and when did he die? 

	Topolcany, 1928


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	He had a pub in a small village named Dolne Chlebany, today it’s in the Topolcany district. It was a typically Jewish pub, together with a small store. My grandfather was a kulak. He had 40 hectares of land in Dolne Chlebany, in Rajcany and I don’t know where else.


How religious was he?  

	No information


What was his mother tongue? 

	No information


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before


If he survived what did he do after?

	-



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Malvina Simkova  

(nee Lowyova)


Where and when was she born? 

	Trencin, 11th June 1871


Where else did she live?

	Topolcany

Nove Zamky

Nitra

Zilina

Bratislava


Where and when did she die?

	Bratislava, 19th May 1971


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	Before the war she observed customs and traditions. After the war she abandoned them. In our household, though we were no longer Orthodox, we cooked kosher.  At least Grandma tried to keep it up.


What was her mother tongue? 

	No information


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

	- Forced labor camp: Zilina (today Slovakia), September 1942 – 17th October 1942

- Forced labor camp: Vyhne  (today Slovakia), 18th October 1942 – 31st August 1943

- In hiding: Nitra (today Slovakia), 1944 - 1945


If she survived what did she do after?

	She lived with my parents. She was a housewife.



Her name?

	Irena Simkova (nee Braunova)


Where and when was she born?

	Nitra, 1897


Where else did she live?

	Topolcany

Nove Zamky

Nitra

Zilina

Bratislava  


Where and when did she die?

	Bratislava, 1953


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife 


How religious was she?

	She was from a family that observed Neolog Judaism.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Hungarian


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

My mother had ten siblings, of whom two died after being born.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Matilda Weiss, later Klein

(nee Bruanova) (f)
	?/ died of cancer before WW2
	Housewife
	- Juraj Weiss

- Klein
	- Kliment Weiss (m) committed suicide after the war

- Ondrej Weiss (m), died in the Holocaust

Ludovit  Klein (m)
	Probably Neolog

	Hugo Braun (m)
	?/ 

died after WW2 of natural causes
	Ran a café after his father
	No information
	- Bubi (m), living in Munich


	Probably Neolog

	Jeno (Eugen) Braun (m)


	Nitra, 1897-8/1942, Nitra
	Clown
	Single
	Childless
	No information

	Artur Braun (m)
	? / died after the war in a plane, of natural causes, during his flight home to New Zealand
	Office clerk
	No information
	One son
	No information

	Rezso (Rudolf, nickname Cigi) Braun (m)


	? /1944, died in the Holocaust
	No information
	Single
	Childless


	Probably Neolog

	Serena Szilagyi

(nee Braunova) (f)
	? /died in the Holocaust
	Housewife


	Szilagyi Vojtech, lawyer
	Childless
	No information

	Aladar Braun (m)
	?/ 1943-5, Sobibor (today Poland)
	Ran a spa in the town of Ganovce
	Sara (Sarika), ?/ 1943-5, Sobibor (today Poland)
	? / their children died in the Holocaust in Sobibor
	Probably Neolog

	Lajos (Ludovit) Braun (m)
	?/ died of cancer after WW2


	Journalist


	Aranka
	Childless
	Probably Neolog


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	- Forced labor camp: Zilina (today Slovakia), September 1942 – 17th October 1942

- Forced labor camp: Vyhne  (today Slovakia), 18th October 1942 – 31st August 1943

- In hiding: Nitra (today Slovakia), 1944 - 1945


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Housewife



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Viliam Braun


Where and when was he born?

	Dolna Lehota, 1850


Where else did he live?

	Nitra


Where and when did he die? 

	Nitra, 1920


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Owner of a café in downtown Nitra


How religious was he?  

	Neolog


What was his mother tongue? 

	Hungarian


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before


If he survived what did he do after?

	-



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Cecilia Braunova (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Nitra, 1856


Where else did she live?

	Nitra


Where and when did she die?

	Nitra, 1936 


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	Probably Neolog


What was her mother tongue? 

	Probably Hungarian


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

No information

Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died  before


If she survived what did she do after?

	-


Spouse





Matilda Simkova


(nee Podobnikova)


1919 - 1996
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