





Full name

	Luna Davidova (nee Katalan)


Where and when were you born?

	Kazanlak, 31st July/5th August 1926


Where else did you live?

	Lom, 
Sofia


Your educational level?

	Graduated from VITIZ (stands for The Higher Institute for Theatrical and Film Art; National Academy of Theatre and Film Art ‘Krastyo Sarafov’) in 1952. 


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Actress


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	Mildly religious. I can‘t remember if my father has ever entered the synagogue. We observed the holidays but it was rather by tradition than by some deep piety. My father was a communist; my mother had similar ideas. 


What is your mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


What other languages do you speak?

	Ladino, French, Russian, Esperanto, Hebrew


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Interned to Lom (June 1943 – September 1944)


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	Actress


Siblings

Their names

	Beti Davidova (f)


Where and when were they born?

	Kazanlak, 17th May 1932


What is their mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


Their educational level?

	Graduated from Sofia University in History 


Their occupations?

	High-school teacher, 
editor with ‘Narodna Prosveta’ Publishing House


Where do/did they live? 

	Sofia


Where else did they live?

	Lom, 

Alexandrovo near Kazanlak


Do they have children?

	One son, Ilya Nissimov. He is a neurologist. He has one daughter,  Iliana. 


Spouse

Name?

	Haim Buko Levi


Where and when was he/she born?

	Dupnitza, 9th September 1920


Where else did he/she live?

	Sofia, 
Svishtov 


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


His/her educational level?

	He graduated from Svishtov University in Economics. He studied Law at Sofia University but he didn’t graduate. 


Occupation?

	Journalist with ‘Trud’, ‘Evreiski vesti’ and ‘Ikonomicheski Zhivot’.


Where and when did he/she die?

	Sofia, 1995


Tell me anything you know about his/her siblings (Name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, name of wife and children, whether their family is Jewish and whether it is religious).
	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	Occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Hertzel Levi (m)
	1927-2001
	Building manager, Sofia
	No information
	No information
	Not religious

	Simcho Levi (m)

	1929-1999
	Kiosk vendor, Dupnitza 
	No information
	Izi and Sami. All left for Israel in1989
	Not religious

	Marieta/Marcella ? (nee Levi) (f) 
	1930-2001
	Housewife, Kjustendil
	No information
	No information
	Not religious


Children

Their names?

	Anri Haim Levi

Albert Haim Levi 


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Yes 


Where and when were they born?

	Anri: Sofia, 1954

Albert: Sofia, 1967


Where else did they live?

	Anri: - 

Albert: in Israel since 1991 


Their educational level?

	Anri: graduated from Sofia University in Chemistry and Microbiology and from Economic University, Sofia in Foreign Commerce

Albert: graduated from Economic University, Sofia in Economics


Their occupations?

	Anri: at the present moment – unemployed; profession – chemist; economist 

Albert: economist


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Albert: Lora, born on 29th October 1987



His name?

	Buko Davidov Katalan 


Where and when was he born?

	Kazanlak, 7th September 1902


Where else did he live?

	Plovdiv, 
Lom, 
Sofia


Where and when did he die?

	Sofia, 16th November 1995


What sort of education did he have?

	High school, Plovdiv 


What sort of work did he do?

	Before WWII: shopkeeper in his father’s store

After WWII: secretary of the ‘Iskra’ Cultural Club in Kazanlak 


How religious was he? 

	He was an atheist. I can’t remember if he ever visited the synagogue. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	None


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Forced labor camps in the villages of Liubimetz and Krushevene   

Interned to Lom (June 1943 – September 1944)




If he survived, what did he do after?

	Secretary of the ‘Iskra’ Cultural Club, Kazanlak


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Solchi Montiyas 

(nee Katalan) (f)


	Kazanlak, 1907/8 – Israel, 2002
	No information 
	Moni Montiyas

Born in Rousse, , date unknown, Jewish
	David and Monti, both of them left for Israel in 1947/1948
	No information

	Gavriel Katalan (m)


	Kazanlak, 1917/8 – Israel, 2000
	Aircraft mechanic 
	Rashka, date unknown, Jewish
	In Israel since 1947/1948
	No information

	Shella Gateva (nee Katalan)

(f)


	Kazanlak, 

1926
	Secretary in the Komsomol Central Committee; Biology Professor at Sofia University
	Mitko Gatev alias Yavorski, Bulgarian
	In Israel since 1947/1948
	No information

	Berto Katalan (m) 


	Kazanlak, 1928/9
	Military official 
	No information
	In Israel since December 1942
	No information



	





	



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	David Katalan 


Where and when was he born?

	Village of Turia near Kazanlak, date unknown 


Where else did he live?

	Kazanlak, 
Vratza


Where and when did he die? 

	Kazanlak, 1954/55


What sort of education did he have?

	No information 


What sort of work did he do?

	Shopkeeper 


How religious was he?  

	He observed all the holidays, he went regularly to the synagogue. The whole family gathered on the Jewish holidays at his house. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information 


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Interned to Vratza


If he survived what did he do after?

	He stayed at home. 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information 


	
	
	
	
	



	



	



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Luna Katalan (nee ?)

Luna Katalan (nee ?)


Where and when was she born? 

	Luna: Kazanlak, date unknown

Luna: Istanbul (today Turkey), date unknown 


Where else did she live?

	Luna: No information 

Luna: Kazanlak 


Where and when did she die?

	Luna: Vienna (today Austria), 1920

Luna: Kazanlak, 1962


What sort of education did she have?

	Luna: No information  

Luna: No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Luna: Housewife 

Luna: Housewife


How religious was she?

	Luna: No information

Luna: No information 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino (for both)


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Luna: Died before

Luna: Interned to Vratza 


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Housewife


Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Luna: 

No information 

Luna: Fortuna ? (f)


	Istanbul, date unknown
	No information
	Unmarried 


	None
	No information



	




	



Her name?

	Sara Katalan (nee Bidjarano)


Where and when was she born?

	Kazanlak, 24th May 1904


Where else did she live?

	Lom, 
Sofia


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 25th May 1988


What sort of education did she have?

	Girl‘s High School, Kazanlak


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	She wasn’t religious – she observed the Jewish holidays because she respected the tradition. I can’t remember whether she ever visited the synagogue. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


 Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Buko Bidjarano 

(m)
	Kazanlak, 1880/4 – Plovdiv, 1952/1953
	Bank official in Plovdiv 
	Zhana Bidjarano 

(nee ?)
	Leon Bidjarano (m)

Sami Bidjarano (m) 

In Israel since 1947
	No information

	Rufat/Raphael Bidjarano (m)


	Kazanlak, date unknown – Israel, 1987
	Physician 
	Rozeta Bidjarano 

(nee ?)
	Albert Bidjarano (m)– physician

and Reni Bidjarano (f) – social worker 
	No information

	Yakov Bidjarano (m)


	Kazanlak, date unknown 
	Shopkeeper 
	No information
	Beti Bidjarano (f) – graduated in Russian Philology from Sofia University. Since 1995 in Israel
	No information

	Oro Bidjarano (f)


	Kazanlak, date unknown – Paris (France), 1963/4
	Dressmaker
	No information, Bulgarian 
	Rezhina (? – Israel, 1975) (f)

Beti (? – Paris, 1999) (f)
	No information


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Interned to Lom (June 1943 – September 1944)


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Housewife



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	David Bidjarano 


Where and when was he born?

	Kazanlak, 1860


Where else did he live?

	No information


Where and when did he die? 

	Kazanlak, 1935/36


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Shopkeeper 


How religious was he?  

	He was very religious, went to the synagogue very often, said his prayers and could read Hebrew. He observed all the Jewish holidays. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: which army and what years?

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	No information 


	
	
	
	
	



	



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Beya Bidjarano (nee ?)


Where and when was she born?

	Kazanlak, 1860 


Where else did she live?

	No information 


Where and when did she die?

	Kazanlak, 11th June 1943


What sort of education did she have?

	No information 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	She was very religious like her husband. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died on 11th June 1943 (the day when we were interned from Kazanlak to Lom) 


Tell me about his brothers and sisters.

	Name
	Place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Ester ? 
(nee Bidjarano) (f)


	Kazanlak, date unknown 
	Housewife 
	No information
	None
	No information

	Luna ? 
(nee Bidjarano) (f)


	Kazanlak, date unknown 
	Housewife
	No information
	She had one son who disappeared during the Balkan War (1912-1913)
	No information
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