




Full name

	Viera Slesingerova (nee Pollakova)


Where and when were you born?

	Kosice (today Slovakia),  1924


Where else did you live?

	Martin (today Slovakia), Trnava (today Slovakia), Bratislava (today Slovakia), Zilina (today Slovakia), Presov, (today Slovakia), Prague


Your educational level?

	Graduated from Philosophical faculty, Charles University, Prague


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Teacher


How religious was your parents’ home? How were you raised?

	We didn’t eat Kosher food at home. Festive meals were held on Sunday, because dad worked on Saturdays. On Friday mom lit candles, but we went to the synagogue only on the high holidays. On Yom Kippur we fasted.


What is your mother tongue?

	Hungarian


What other languages do you speak?

	Czech, English, German, Polish


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto in Lodz, concentration camp Auschwitz, labor camp Mezimesti by Broumov 


What did you do after the Holocaust?

	After completing my studies, I worked as a teacher all my life.


 Spouse

Name?

	Jaroslav Slesinger


Where and when was he/she born?

	Chocen, 1903


Where else did he/she live?

	Prague


Is he/she Jewish?

	No


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Czech


His/her educational level?

	Graduated from the University of Economy, Prague


Occupation?

	Engineer


Where and when did he/she die?

	Prague, 1981


Children

Their names?

	Jan (m)
Helena (f)


Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	I didn’t bring them up in the Jewish tradition, but they always knew that I was Jewish. Later on, they learnt about the Holocaust themselves.


Where and when were they born?

	Jan: Prague, 1951
Helena: Prague, 1952


Where else did they live?

	-


Their educational level?

	Jan: Finished Secondary school 
Helena: Graduated from the University of Economics, Prague


Their occupations?

	Jan: Computer programmer
Helena: Economist 


How many grandchildren do you have?

	Two, no more information given 



His name?

	Otto Pollak


Where and when was he born?

	Klatovy, 1884


Where else did he live?

	Kosice (today Slovakia), Martin (today Slovakia), Trnava (today Slovakia), Bratislava (today Slovakia), Zilina (today Slovakia), Presov (today Slovakia)


Where and when did he die?

	Ghetto in Lodz, 1944


What sort of education did he have?

	Graduated from Faculty of law, University in Vienna


What sort of work did he do?

	Supreme Financial Counselor and Head of Tax Revenue Bureau


How religious was he? 

	He was an assimilated Czech Jew.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Czech


Army service: which army and what years?

	Seved in the ‘K und K’ army during WWI


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Jaroslav (m)

	perished in concentration camp Auschwitz
	
	none
	none
	No information

	Pavel (m)

	perished in concentration camp
	
	Betynka (jewish)

perished in concentration camp 
	Zdenicka (f)
perished in concentration camp
	No information

	Hermina (f)

	
	
	Dr. Reznicek (non-Jew)
	Milek (m) and Zdenek (m)
	No information

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto in Lodz



Your paternal grandfather’s name?

	Ignac Pollak


Where and when was he born?

	Place and date unknown


Where else did he live?

	Klatovy


Where and when did he die? 

	Klatovy, before WWII


What sort of education did he have?

	No information


What sort of work did he do?

	Businessman, Wholesale with coal and spirits 


How religious was he?  

	He was an assimilated Czech Jew. He went to synagogue only on high holidays.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Czech



Your paternal grandmother’s name?

	Julie Pollakova (nee Steinerova)


Where and when was she born? 

	Place and date unknown


Where else did she live?

	Klatovy


Where and when did she die?

	Klatovy, before WWI


What sort of education did she have?

	No information


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	She was assimilitaed Czech Jew.  She went to synagogue only on high holidays.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Probably Czech



Her name?

	Helena Pollakova (nee Paszternak)


Where and when was she born?

	Buzica (today Slovakia), 1896


Where else did she live?

	Martin (today Slovakia), Trnava (today Slovakia), Bratislava (today Slovakia), Zilina ( today Slovakia), Presov (today Slovakia)


Where and when did she die?

	Concentration camp Auschwitz, 1944


What sort of education did she have?

	Secondray school


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?

	My mom came from a large, religious family. We didn’t eat Kosher food at home. Festive meals were held on Sunday, because dad worked on Saturdays. On Friday mom lit candles, but we went to the synagogue only on the high holidays. On Yom Kippur we fasted.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Hungarian


 Tell me about her brothers and sisters.

	name
	place and date of birth/death
	occupation
	biographical data and origins of spouse
	biographical data of children
	describe how religious they were

	Izidor (m)

	died in America in the end of WWI
	
	
	two sons and one daughter
	

	Serena (f)

	perished in concentration camp Auschwitz
	housewife
	Weiss (jewish), perished in concentration camp Auschwitz
	Laci (m) and Sandor (m), only Laci survived concentration camp Auschwitz
	Serena was very religious

	Koloman (m)

	
	worked in bank
	Erzi (jewish)
	Pista (m)
	

	Irma (f)

	died in America
	
	
	son
	

	Charlota (f)

	perished in concentration camp 
	
	Kertesz (jewish),
perished in concentration camp 
	Laci (m) and Pimpi (nick name) (f), both perished in concentration camp 
	

	Ilona (f)
	perished in concentration camp 
	she ran a powder and cosmetics factory with her husband
	Klein (jewish),
perished in concentration camp
	no children
	

	Alzbeta (f)


	died in Israel in 1991
	
	Viliam Schaffer (jewish), survived holocaust
	
	

	Mikulas (m)
	survived holocaust
	worked for an insurance agency
	Vera (jewish), perished in holocaust
	Tom (m), perished in holocaust
	

	Marie(f)
	perished in concentration camp Auschwitz
	
	single
	
	


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Ghetto Lodz, concentration camp Auschwitz



Your maternal grandfather’s name? 

	Bernat Paszternak


Where and when was he born?

	Place and date unknown


Where else did he live?

	Kosice (today Slovakia)


Where and when did he die? 

	Kosice, 1936


What sort of education did he have?

	Religious education, no more information available. 


What sort of work did he do?

	Shammash in Kosice


How religious was he?  

	Both grandparents were very religious. They kept a kosher household.  Although the food was not kosher at our house, they still ate it whenever they came for a visit. I remember the Friday evenings that they spent at our place. My grandfather would always bless me, before going to the synagogue.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Hungarian



Your maternal grandmother’s name?

	Berta Paszternakova (nee Schon)


Where and when was she born?

	Place and date unknown


Where else did she live?

	Kosice (today Slovakia)


Where and when did she die?

	Kosice (today Slovakia), 1936


What sort of education did she have?

	none


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


How religious was she?  

	Both grandparents were very religious. They kept a kosher household and my grandmother wore a wig, but they were tolerant towards my parents. Although the food was not kosher at our house, they still ate it whenever they came for a visit. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Hungarian


Spouse





Jaroslav Slesinger


1903 - 1981





Interviewee





Viera  Slesingerova


(nee Pollakova)


1924





Family Tree








Siblings





none





Children





Jan 


1951


Helena


1952








Maternal grandmother 





Berta Paszternakova


(nee Schon)


1860s - 1936





Maternal grandfather 





Bernat Paszternak


1850s - 1936





Paternal grandmother





Julie Pollakova


(nee Steinerova)


No information





Paternal grandfather





Ignac Pollak


No information








Mother





Helena Pollakova


(nee Paszternak)


1896 - 1944





Father





Otto Pollak


1884 - 1944





The interviewee and his family

















Maternal grandmother








Maternal grandfather





Mother





Father





Paternal grandfather








Paternal grandmother








1
6

