




Full name

	Ester Josifova (nee Pinkas)


Where and when were you born?

	Sofia, 18th June 1914


Where else did you live?

	Kjustendil (1943-44)


Your educational level?

	Graduated from economics high school and then the music school in Sofia


What sort of work do/did you do?

	Dressmaker


What was the level of religiosity in your parent´s home? How were you raised?

	We have always observed Jewish holidays. My family was very religious, my father knew many prayers in Hebrew and he said them in the synagogue. We never worked on Sabbath and the other holidays. 


What is your mother tongue?
	Bulgarian


How many languages do you speak?

	Ladino and a little Spanish


Where were you during the Holocaust?

	Interned in Kjustendil (1943-44)


Siblings

Their names

	Moshe Pinkas

Lika Alkalai (nee Pinkas)

Lili Bidjerano (nee Pinkas)


Where and when were they born?

	Moshe: Sofia, 1908

Lika: Sofia, 1910

Lili: Sofia, 1925


What is their mother tongue?

	Bulgarian


Their educational level?

	Moshe: graduated from the Music College in Sofia

Lika: graduated from the Department of Roman Languages of the Sofia University
Lili: secondary school in Sofia


Their occupations?

	Moshe: musician

Lika: teacher of French

Lili: housewife


Where do/did they live? 

	Moshe: Sofia

Lika: Holon (Israel)

Lili: Holon (Israel)


Where else did they live?

	Lika: Turgovishte

Lili: Kjustendil


Do they have children?

	Lika: Malka and Josif

Lili: Albert


Where and when did they die?

	Moshe: Sofia, 1974


Spouse

Name?

	Menahem Josifov


Where and when was he/she born?

	Pleven, 1917


Where else did he live?

	Sofia, Byala Slatina


Is he/she Jewish?

	Yes


What is his/her mother tongue?

	Ladino


His/her educational level?

	Graduated from secondary school (and started but did not finish the Faculty of Law)


Occupation?

	Deputy chief executive of the trade-industry association Co-operative Union


Where and when did he/she die?

	Sofia, 1978


Children

Their names?

	Lora Josifova

Iza Josifova




Were they raised Jewish/do they identify themselves as Jews?

	Yes


Where and when were they born?

	Lora: Sofia, 6th February 1946

Iza: Sofia, 18th December 1950


Where else did they live?

	- 


Their educational level?

	Lora: graduated from the Chemistry-Technological Institute and from the Sofia University
Iza: graduated from the Medical Academy, Sofia 


Their occupations?

	Lora: journalist

Iza: pharmacist


How many grandchildren do you have?

	None



His name?

	Buko Pinkas (Jewish name: Iacov)


Where and when was he was born?

	Kovachevtsi village, 1885


Where else did he live?

	Sofia, Kjustendil


Where and when did he die?

	Sofia, 1970


What sort of education did he have?

	Graduated from the ‘hakham school’ (school for religious functionaries of the Jewish community)


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant dealing with glass and crystal


What was his level of religiosity? 

	He was very religious, knew a lot of prayers in Hebrew and often went to the synagogue. He translated one book of the Talmud from Hebrew to Ladino.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	Bulgarian army, in both Balkan Wars (from 1912-1913) and in WWI (from 1916-1918)


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Josif Pinkas: (1897-1937): born in Kovachevtsi, graduated from the commercial school in Sofia, was a merchant, lived in Sofia. Wife Estrea, two children: Mati Pinkas, a famous singer, born in 1921, and Klara Pinkas, a philosophy professor, born in 1923.

Nisim Pinkas (1890s-1933): born in Kovachevtsi, died in Sofia.

Rebeca Markova (nee Pinkas) (b. 1900s): born in Sofia, married, her son, Sabin Markov, became a well-known opera singer.

Victoria ? (nee Pinkas) (1900s-?): born in the 1900s in Sofia, married a woodworker, two children. Went to Israel in the 1940s, settled in Jaffa.

Leon Pinkas (1906-?): merchant and singer in Sofia choir Gusla, married, went to Israel in the 1940s, has a son who is a navy captain, and a daughter.


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Interned in Kjustendil


If he survived, what did he do after?

	Retail merchant



Your father’s father name? 

	Naftali Pinkas


Where and when was he born?

	Germany, 1860s




Where else did he live?

	Kovachevtsi


Where and when did he die? 

	Kovachevtsi, 1908


What sort of education did he have?

	Graduated from a rabbinical seminary in Germany


What sort of work did he do?

	Owner of a dairy, rabbi





What was his level of religiosity? 

	My grandfather was very religious. His father was a rabbi. His family always strictly observed Jewish traditions. He had a beard and payes.


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your father’s mother’s name?

	Rebeca Pinkas (nee Farhi)


Where and when was she born? 

	Dupnitza, date unknown


Where else did she live?

	Kovachevtsi


Where and when did she die?

	Kovachevtsi, 1880s


What sort of education did she have?

	Graduated from the French high school in Dupnitza


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


What was her level of religiosity? 

	No information


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Haim Farhi: diplomat in Spain, a close associate of King Ferdinand, after WWI he became Foreign Affair counsellor of King Boris III, was sent to Palestine in the 1930s and helped many Jews to move to Palestine. 


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Her name?

	Sofi Pinkas (nee Ninio)


Where and when was she was born?

	Sofia, 1888


Where else did she live?

	Kjustendil


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 1970





What sort of education did she have?

	Elementary school education


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife


What was her level of religiosity? 

	She observed Jewish holidays. She had a kosher household and did not let the housemaids cook the meal at home. She used to prepare my brother’s meal who ate pork from a separate dish.


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Victoria Arenos (nee Ninio) (1890s-1940s): born in Sofia, lived in Plovdiv, husband Mois Arenos, a Greek Jew and merchant, daughter Zelma. The family was sent to Greece during the Holocaust and deported to Germany from there. They died in a concentration camp.

Tamara Meranda (nee Ninio) (1890s-?): lived in Shumen, husband Meranda, a merchant, family with five children, went to Israel in 1948.

David Moshe Ninio (1890s-?): singer and musician in the Sofia opera, founder of the Sofia choir Gusla, married, one son, went to Israel with his family in 1949 and settled in Jaffa.


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Interned to Kjustendil


If she survived, what did she do after?

	Housewife



Your mother’s father´s name? 

	Moshe Ninio


Where and when was he born?

	Sofia, date unknown


Where else did he live?

	-


Where and when did he die? 

	Sofia, 1906


What sort of education did he have?

	No information 


What sort of work did he do?

	Merchant (exporter of wheat and eggs), director of the Jewish school in Sofia 


What was his level of religiosity? 

	He was very religious, had a big beard, spent the entire Sabbath praying. 


What was his mother tongue? 

	Ladino


Army service: Which army and what years?

	No information


Tell me about his brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	No information


Where was he during the Holocaust?

	Died before



Your mother’s mother’s name?

	Lucia Ninio (nee Benmajor)


Where and when was she born?

	Nish (today Serbia), 1847


Where else did she live?

	Sofia, Haskovo


Where and when did she die?

	Sofia, 1949


What sort of education did she have?

	Elementary school 


What sort of work did she do?

	Housewife

She observed all Jewish holidays and went to the synagogue regularly. As the wife of a famous Jewish citizen she used to wear a bonnet, a special hat made of fine textile with gold pieces on it.


What was her level of religiosity? 

	She observed all Jewish holidays and went to the synagogue regularly. 


What was her mother tongue? 

	Ladino 


Tell me about her brothers and sisters. (name, date of birth and death, occupation, place of residence, family, etc.)

	Two brothers with whom she came to Sofia from Nish. No information about them.


Where was she during the Holocaust?

	Interned to Haskovo


If she survived what did she do after?

	Housewife
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