
Boris Vayman And His Second Wife 

This photograph shows me and my wife. It was taken in 2000s. Here I’ll tell you about my family
life.

I got married in 1953. My uncle acquainted me with my future wife. She was 1 year older than me.
She was born in 1925 in Leningrad. Her name was Dora Tantvorg. She was a highly educated
woman: she graduated from the College of Foreign Languages and knew 2 languages (English and
German). She worked as a college teacher. She had got 2 brothers. We lived together 6 years and
then got divorced. We have got a daughter.

Later I got married for the second time. We got acquainted at the Krasny Treugolnik factory. My
second wife's name was Ludmila Spitsnadel. She was born in 1931 in Leningrad. I know that her
father came from Latvia. We never discussed her nationality: according to her passport she was
Russian, but her maiden name gives different information. She graduated from the Pedagogical
College named after Hertzen. All her life long she was a trade-union worker at the Krasny
Treugolnik factory (she was the head of a cultural department). We have got no children.

My daughter Diana was born in Leningrad in 1954. She studied at an ordinary school. We brought
her up according to Soviet traditions. For the most part her grandmother and grandfather took care
of her. Certainly she knows that she is Jewish, and she considers herself to be a Jewess, but we
never accented it. She graduated from the Technological College. At present she works as a head
of technical department at LENGAZ. [LENGAZ was the Leningrad municipal gas economy.] She is
married, but they have got no children, and accordingly I have got no grandchildren. My family
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does not observe Jewish traditions: we do not celebrate Jewish holidays, do not attend the
Synagogue. All those traditions are dead customs for us. Among my friends there are both Jews
and Russians. Of course all the time I was in touch with my Mom, her brothers and their children
(i.e. my cousins), and of course with my brothers. We used to meet at somebody's place to
celebrate state holidays and family celebrations.

Stability came into my life after 1950s. I had got a family, a job. I made a good salary and became
an independent person. In 1953 Stalin died and the unpleasant situation at my work improved. The
intensity of propagation decreased.
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