
Janos’ Second Cousin 

Erzsi’s mother aunt Berta was one of my mother's aunts. She was the youngest one. She was very
smart, and cross-eyed, and one of the ugliest of the girls, and she married a man named Richard
Igel. Uncle Igel was a schorte /wiry/ haired, bandy-legged Jewish man. He never did know
Hungarian well. He was from Moravia, and was the son of a very well-to-do family. My mother's
family got to know his mother, and his five sisters who were elegant ladies. They were well-to-do
Moravian Jews. Richard Igel didn't really want to study, and he zipped in to be a soldier in the
Monarchy. He was a gear-making sergeant, and he'd make horse tack, saddles, and horse outfits.
And when he got married, and took aunt Berta, they opened a saddlery in Gyongyos that became
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famous all over the country. The aristocracy there had their coach gear, and horse fittings done
there. I got a rocking horse from him when I was 3 or 5 years old, and it was covered with real hide.
Aunt Berta would come up and visit Pest from time to time, to see my mothers' family. Then she
was really devastated because her sole daughter, Bozsi, married a non-Jew from there, Sandor
Benei. Those Beneis were very well-to-do peasants. And their boy, who wasn't prejudiced against
her because she was a Jew, fell in love with her, and Bozsi married him, and they had a child. Erzsi
had csont tbc she died quite young in 1940.
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