
Irene Shein With Her Granddaughter Inna
Swarzman 

This is me on a stroll with my granddaughter Inna Swarzman. The picture was taken in the Tallinn
park Kadriorg in 2000.

In 1999 our daughter and her family moved to Tallinn. In spite of the fact that she was born in
Tashkent, she was the daughter of an exiled and was entitled to Estonian citizenship. My daughter
and son-in-law work in Russian schools. They don’t know Estonian, and I don’t think it is right. Of
course, it is hard, but you can’t succeed, if you don’t try.

My granddaughter had finished nine grades before they moved to Estonia. She had to go to the 8th
grade in Tallinn, as she didn’t know Estonian, and final exams in school were in Estonian. She
studied Estonian for a year, her score was good enough and she was transferred to the 9th grade.
The 9th grade is the final one in Estonia. By the time she had finished school her score in Estonian
was about 100, which was the highest. Of course she has an accent, as it is hard to get rid of it.
Inna finished school with distinction and entered the IT department of Tallinn Polytechnic
University. That year she was transferred to the second course as she did well.

My husband and I moved to Tallinn in 2000. We sold our house in Tashkent and bought an
apartment in a new district of Tallinn. Of course, it was easier for us. The district, where we are
living, has very good infrastructure. Everything is close by: the polyclinic, pharmacy, post-office
and stores. We feel independent.
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