
Malvin And Karol Kürti At The Market In
Ruzomberok 

This photo was taken in the 1930s, and shows my mother’s sister Malvin Kürti (nee Duschnitz) with
her son Karol at the market in Ruzomberok.

Aunt Malvin’s husband, Artur Kürti, was a doctor. They lived in Ruzomberok. They had three sons.
Uncle Artur died at a young age of TBC. When my aunt became a widow, she opened a store with
sporting goods in the town. Her sons helped her a lot with it. The oldest was Alexander. He was
born in 1904 and studied mechanical engineering. The middle one, Vojtech, was born in 1907 and
the youngest, Karol, in 1914. Both of them graduated from university in Brno, specializing in roads
and bridges.

Malvin, Vojtech and Karol survived the Holocaust. Both boys were very active during the war.
During the Slovak National Uprising Karol planned and stood by the landing strip for Allied planes
at the Tri Duby and Sliac airstrips, and Vojtech by Brezno. Malvin died in Banska Bystrica at the age
of 89. Vojtech died a sudden death in January 1989. Karol died a tragic death right after the
liberation, in June 1945. He was working in the reconstruction of a railway bridge by Kozarovce. No
one ever found out how it happened. Some say that someone stepped on a mine and Karol was
nearby. Others say that it was an attempt to assassinate the manager of the company that was
doing the reconstruction.
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